
nccoïr-lingly w'ithdi-awri frein their large
'est tle stin of $500,000 eto which $350,000

lias leen appropriated ta meet bad and
doubtfii debts, vhile $150,000 lias been

idded te the contingent fuind. All igit-
thinking business mon will be of opinion
tlat the course taken reflects crodit on
the diectors of the bank. The very
objeet ef a rnst is ta enable bankers to
nieet«iosses such as those anticipated by
the Bank of Coinnerce without trencbing
im the anlk capital. The rest still-re-
maining is very considerable, amounting
to $l,400,000, or 23 per cent. on the
capital of tli banI, and there can be little
doubt that w-hen ive have a revival of
business the rest vill soon be restored te
tle 33.t per cent. at whici it lias foi'
saine fime stood.

TH'1E .SU'GAR BOUNTIES.

This vexed question, .whicli lias been
discissed a good deal amongst us of late,
lias assined a lconsiderable degree of
iiportance in Engliand, and especial'y
since the announcement that Mr. Gilad-
stone, whose free-traLdo proclivities are
undoubted, has pronounced a strong
opinion againstthe interference by foreign
refiinors with British trade by menians of
the bounties granted te the exporters
of sugar. WVe copy Mr. Gladstone's letter.

Sir,-l write a lie unader great pressure, to
ackono'vldge 'ouir. commiunitîîicat ion. if, as I
luder sIand, the cirm'stinssances of the case coii
tiple ic ialtelred, I tliiîk .tiat botli the traider
and the w'orkMai enigaged ii tie busimeéss of
refining siga' triave ret reason to Conipliii.
M. (lesire lis. that, thi Britishl conismner shlould
have sulgar and every otler conuînodity et tlie
lowestie it whiclîit cati be producci, witi-

¯ut arbitrary Itut r toe sny of those engaged in
tiha comipetition. Bliut I o not regard with
far'ouir aiicly'hitlness 'iirl is produced b)y
imeanis ofe the cnealed subsidies of a foreigni
State to a particular indusitry, and witlh ilie
elleet, Of. ciinliiug and distressing Capitalists
and workm"eIn engaged ini a lawful brandi of
British trale.-Your i itithifuil servasnt, W. E.
Giladstonei.l

e lave niot failed ta notice that pro-
fessed free traders, like, our very able

contgmporary ,the.New YorIk Bulletin, do
npt i esitate ýtosneer ýat the comiplaints

both of British and Caandian refiners that
they are.,subjectedi ta competition with
sugarenjoyimg .the ach antage of Govern-
un tbouties The B1l in is under
the .iuplression .tlat ' the Canadians are
isanaging .to et on tolerably well," that
"tbe have, a. little more self-reliance,"
and that, w'hile American comipetition
enîables the consumer te get cbeap sugar,

stil possible for the refiner te keep
out of' the ahnshouse.' We wre not
aware that there is a single sugar.refiner
in Canada.. The Bsucnshould be made
a'ae that ail our refineries have been
shut~ pas it Jeems probable .will ulti-

mately be thei case in England. No traco
ca stand competition asssisted by loju.
ties paid by foreign Givernmîents at the
cost of a nation. ''his suga' qluestion is
of' a dibferent character froin ordinary
questions us to duties ai' inmports, and tha t
it is se is muanifest fron the letter of Mr.
G ladstoeiî, te whiclih ne lave called atten-
tion.

Ci1Y DRAINAGE AND IAND FER-
'iLI ZA'TION.

Ancieit. iomese uvas celehrated for the
completeness of' its systeis of drainage
and nater supply. Its iisunense drains
were kept regularly luîsied by the sur-
plus water froms the aqueducts, whici
gave a daily supply of 300 gallons te caci
ofe Röie's million inhsabitants. Rio
Janeiro approaches muore nearly to the
systein of' ancient Rimle tban any other
city we know of. The water is brought
for' many miles by a niagnificent aqueduct
wihich spans hill andc dale, and distributes
the cool, clear w'ater through inîunera-
ble fountains. London bas made great
strides in respect of public wIorks, and
ber systeim of drainage is probably as
perfect as it ca be w'iien we consider hoi
lou the city lies ; and the Thames is non'
ne longer the foul, singgisi sink it was,
for the fidth is punped up and delivered
many miles belowv at the top of high
water, ancl is thuns rapidily hurried off te
sel, to return no more. Enougli msoiey
lias becn expended in Montreal te have
given ils much butter drain1age tialn we
now possess. We look for avast ismprove-
ment noi that the Craig street tunnel
ias been carried te a successful finish,
but we are of the opinion that all surplus
water should b used to finsh the drains,
and not soid to outsido municipalities,
wlso should either coie in under our re-
ginme, ai' supply wrater for themselves.
Wien aie cames te rcekon up the im-
mense value of tie vas quantity of se-
age which is wasted by being throivi
into our rivers, it can only bu characterized
as a piece of folly te thus deliberately
sacrifice se much valuable plant food.
The Chinese at haine would no mores think
of pouring filth into a river tian they
would of bringing maniure froin the ends
of the earth, and the rivers there are as
pure as the str'eams froin which they take
their rise. The most minute particle of
plant food is saved, and necessarily se, as
her innuense population lias ta be fed,
and it is only by high culture that tisis
can be effected.

Mtich of ouri land bas been run ont by
overcrppsg, or, ta speak more correctly,
by taking everytIing from the land and re-
turnîing nsothing to it. The valley o the

Chambly used tobe considered the Garden
of Lo'ivr Canadaad nany ships were.oad-
ed yeariy at Sorel vith wheat forI the United
King(dom. But lier glory has departed,
and sh. .v n iowhardly raises enough to sup-
Ily loin) wntis. Yet, i' the sewage

thriow'n iito the St. Law'rence at Montreal
%vere ut ilized, thousands of acres could be
again bronght, into good bearing, and, vith
plientyr of mnuUre and good stean plouglhs,
the Cir.nbly Basin woulc soon regain its
former chai:acter, and blossoin as the rose.
North cf the city of Qnebec, in the vicin -

ity of Lake Beauport, fainers during tie
last two seasons bave raised as nany as
forty bsshels to the acre in new' land,
w'hereas in tie old farms in the Piovince
of Quebec it is almost impossible to cul
tivate vrheat successfully. This goes to
prove that our climiate is well suited to
the production of' cereals, and, here the.
returns are small, the fari''r is to bhline,
not the soil nor the climate.

The question of drainage and sewage
affects the poor even iore than the riich,
for the latter can live in more expensively
built ho:uses, and in better localities thain
the forner, wî'ho are often foréced te occii-
py badly-constructed tenements, in which
the plumuber's work is defective, and in
nany cases only a cunningily devised

plan for ic effectuai spread of disease
froni the death.laden sewer, to the badly
ventilatedl,and,in niost cases, overcrowded
houses. Sewer gas known te lie poisonous
vill, hovever, often enter the houses of tie

rich, and it is wvell know'n hnt a baîdly
constructed drain il Windsor Castle 'ias
said by the medical men to, have laid the
foundation for the disease whiici carried
off Prince Ailbert, while his son, the Prince
of Wales, wvas afiectec alinost to doath by
a simnilarly bad drain at Sandringhan. a
few' years later.. If thero is a city any-
where wi'l'ch should pay mnost particular
attention to ier drainage it is'MIotreai,
as we are bicessed with a class of people
many of wvihain take a pricle in seeing that
their children ar not vaccinated, and
even go se fas' as te expose them te. in-
fection, w'hen a light case is discovered,
forgetting, o', more likely, ignoiring the
fact, that saine of tie nost serions cases
of confluent smail-pox are taken fronc
those which are apparently liglt in theii
charactr.

At this season particularly wnhen vo
are in the mnidst of a pr'otracted spell
of di'y bot weathier, attention sbould
be paid te iie daily flushing of' thse drains.
Inl nearly 200 houses in Boston nvhei'o
cases of' diphtheria occurîed, it w'as found
that in every case ther had been a de-
rangement of the water pipes before tley
entered the sewer. By far the 'eater


