
CHAPTER XI.

JOURNEYS OF THE GOVERNOR.

Shortly after Major Littlehales’ return from Philadelphia in 
January, 1793, Governor Simcoe Fet out for Detroit, walking with 
his party a greater part of the way. This midwinter trip, which to 
a certain extent was one of exploration, occupied about five weeks. 
Xot only did the country west of Niagara impress the Governor 
favorably, but he was convinced that an admirable site for Canada’s 
capital would be New London, on I,a Tranche (Thames) River, now 
T/mdon, Ontario.

Sun. 3rd Fob., 1793—Mr. Littlehales returned from Philadelphia. He 
gave the following journal of Ills travelling to New York: “ Crossed the 
water at Queenstown (the Landing), ascended the mountain which Is a 
part of the Alleghany. Six miles beyond the Landing passed the Tus- 
carora village, and forty miles farther the Tonawanda village, on the 
Niagara river, which runs Into Tonawanda Creek, and Is eleven miles 
S.E. of Niagara Falls. The Tonawanda Creek is navigable for batteau 
nearly to Its source; from thence through a thick wood, full of swamps 
and creeks, twenty miles to flutter Milk Falls, so named from the richness 
of the land, to the Genesee River, 95 miles from Niagara; thence to Lake 
Cayuga ferry two miles, 150 miles from Niagara, to Onondaga Lake, two 
miles N.W. of Syracuse, 190 miles to Niagara." Mr. Littlehales travelled 
late; after passing Onondaga Lake lost himself In the woods, and was 
thirty hours without provisions. Whitestown, in Oneida County, N.Y., 
near Fort Stanwix, on the Mohawk River, 250 miles from Niagara, has 
0,000 inhabitants. Seven years ago it was a desert. From Whitestown to 
Schenectady, SO miles; line meadows called German Flats, chiefly 
inhabited bv Germans. Schenectady, N.Y., is a regular-built, considerable 
town, containing 3,000 Dutch. It is 300 miles from Niagara. New York 
is finely situated. Mr. Littlehales stayed there but two days, and pro­
ceeded to Philadelphia, 600 miles from Niagara. He left it on the 5th of 
January, and on the 9th reached Northumberland, on the forks of the 
Susquehanna. Each town has a thousand inhabitants. Mr. Littlehales 
forded the Tioga seven times, crossed the Conestoga and Conhocton Rivers, 
then went 00 miles over extremely steep ridges of the Alleghany mountains 
to Williamsburgh, in the Genesee, and arrived at Niagara on the 20th, 
which by this route is but 400 miles from Philadelphia.

Note.—There are no entries in the diary from 31st December. 
1792, until February 3rd, 1793. On the lfith of January, 1793, 
Katherine, the seventh child and sixth daughter of Mrs. Simcoe, was 
born at Niagara. This little one died in York and was buried in 
the Military Burying Ground west of the old Fort on the 17th April, 
1794. There is no record in York of the birth or baptism of this 
child. There was no parish register in 1793 ; for the first church in 
York was not erected until 1802, when the parish was constituted. 
Religious services at that time were held in the barracks of tbe Fort. 
There is, however, a record in the parish book of Dunkeswell. which
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