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general rcuilin^, T am not fauiiliur with all of them; bnt from what I

huvo read of tlicni, and from Mr. Trving'8 oniphutio and discriminat-

ing commendation, I am confident tho scries would bo welcomed by u

largo clasH of readers.

You have explored nooks in our scenery seldom visited ; and

described forms of life and manners of which the greater pprliou of

our buHy population are entirely ignorant. Topics of this kind,

thouf^h briefly sketelied, are, or at least ought to bo, in this country,

of fur greater interest than tho attempted descriptions of fashionable

life in Europe, which form the staple of those trashy works of fiction

constantly poured in upon us from abroad.

Wishing you much success in your proposed undertaking, I remain,

Very truly yours,

EDWARD EVEllETT.

As to tho concluding division of this work, it is proper that I

should make an explanatory remark. It was intended as a kind of

Sequel to the preceding Sketches, and consists of after records, tho

majority of which might have been printed in tho shape of letters,

when tho notes for them were first collected, but were published in

the National IntcUt'i/cnccr as Editorial Essays, whereby the frequent

use of the pronoun we is accounted for. The essays on tho Game Fish

of tho country were written at various periods of my angling expe-

rience, so that the reader will occasionally find in tho body of the

work more full accounts of the fishing streams and their scenery than

in the sequel ; while those who feel an interest in tho Legendary Lore

of the Aborigines, are referred to the additional collection at tho end

of the work. I also deem it proper to mention in this place, that

tho first part %vas written in 1846, tho second in 1847, the third in

1848, the fourth in 1851, the fifth in 1853, the sixth in 1863 and

1854, and the seventh from 184G to 1850.

And now, on glancing over the pages of my manuscript, I am re-


