
E. [1844.

to the main Platte river,

e stream, with a uniform

nty yards, except where
lent ii>lan(la. It was appa-

I a moderate current, an^

ves of large willow.

rowed as we ascended, and

rated into a gorge, through
passed as through a gate,

nd found ourselves in the

eautiful circular valley ot

neter, walled in all round
ntains, rich with water and

ed with pine on the rnoun-

the snow line, and a para-

ng animals. The Indian

lies " cow lodge" of which
considered a translation

e grass, the water, and thd

roaming over it, naturally

lea of a park. We halted

St within the gate, and ex-

1, to see herds of buffalo

,

e village had been before

was to be seen. Latitude

jnt 40O 52' 44". Elevation
)int 7,720 feet,

elevated cove, and from the

urrounding mountains, and
hin their bosoms, that the

er collects its first waters,
first form; and certainly no
I more beautiful origin.

I the morning we pursued
gh the Park, following a
of the Platte, and crossing,

(laller ones, a bold stream,

le, called Lodge Pole fork,

IS from a lake in the moun-
ht, ten miles long. In the

;amped on a small stream,

)nd of the Park. Latitude
33' 28".

e continued our way among
le Park, over the foot bills

ng mountains, where we
iturage, and surprised and
falo. We fell into a broad
rail, made by buffalo, where
pass with ease ; and, in the

morning, we crossed the

locky mountains, through a

one of the most beautiful

ien. The trail led ani(!iiig

ough open grounds, richly

ass, and carried us over an
It 9,000 feet above the level

tppeared to great advantsge
il summer weather of the

ih we still continued to en-

ig from the pass, we found

on the western waters ; and

on the edge of anothei

1844.] CAPT. FREMONT'S NARRATIVE. 177

nountain valley, called the Old Park, in

which is formed Grand river, one of the

principal branches of the Colorado of Cali-

fornia. We were now moving with some
caution, as, from the trail, we found the

Arapahoe village had also passed this way.
As we were coming out of their enemy's
country, and this was a war ground, we
were desirous to avoid them. After a long

afternoon's march, we halted at night on a

small creek, tributary to a main fork of

Grand river, which ran through this portion

of the valley. The appearance of the

country in the Old Park is interesting,

though of a different character from the

New ; instead of being a comparative plain,

it is more or less broke.i into hills, and sur-

rounded by the high mountains, timbered

on the lower parts with quaking asp and
pines.

June 18.—Our scouts, who were as usual

ahead, made from a butte this morning the

signal of Indians, and we rode up in time to

meet a party of about 30 Arapahoes. They
were men and women going into the hills

—

the men for game, the women for roots

—

and informed us that the village was ea-

camped a few miles above, on the main
fork of Grand river, which passes through

the midst of the valley. I made them the

usual presents ; but they appeared disposed

to be unfriendly, and galloped back at speed

to the village. Knowing that we had

trouble to expect, I desoended immediately

into the bottoms of Grand river, which
were overflowed in places, the river being

up, and made the best encampment the

ground afforded. We had no time to build

a fort, but found an open place among the

willows, which was defended by the river

on one side and the overflowed bottoms on

the other. We had scarcely made our few
preparations, when about 200 of them ap-

peared on the verge of the bottom, mount-
ed, painted, and armed for war. We
planted the American flag between us ; and a

short parley ended in a truce, with some-
thing more than the usual amount of pres-

ents. About 20 Sioux were with them

—

one of them an old chief, who had always
been friendly to the whites. He informed

me that, before coming down, a council

had been held at the vUlage, in which the

greater part iiad declared for attacking

us—we had come from their enemies, to

whom we had doubtless been carrying &>
istance in arms and ammunition; but his

own party, with some few of the Arapahoes
who had seen us the previous year in the

plains, opposed it. It will be remembered
that it is customary for this people to at-

tack the trading parties which they meet
in thia region, considering all whom they

meet on the western side of the mountains
13

to be their enemies. They deceived me
into the belief that I should find a ford at

their village, and I could not avoid ac-
companying them ; but put several sloughs
between us and their village, and forted

strongly on the banks of the river, which
was everywhere rapid and deep, and over
a hundred yards in breadth. 'Phe camp
was generally crowded with Indians; and
though the baggage was carefully watched
and covered, a number of things were
stolen.

The next morning we descended the

river for about eight miles, and halted a
short distance above a canon, through which
Grand river issues from the Park. Here
it was smooth and deep, 150 yards in

breadth, and its elevation at this point

6,700 feet. A frame for the boat being
very soon made, our baggage was ferried

across ; the horses, in the mean time, swim*
ming over. A southern fork of Grand
river hero makes its junction, nearly op-

posite to the branch by which we had en-
tered the valley, and up this we continued

for about eight miles in the afternoon, and
encamped in a bottom on the left bank,
which afforded good grass. At our en-
campment it was 70 to 90 yards in breadth,

sometimes widened by islands, and separa-

ted into several channels, with a very swift

current and bed of rolled rocks.

On the 20th we travelled up the left bank,

with the prospect of a bad road, the trail

here taking the opposite side ; but the

stream was up, and nowhere fordable. A
piny ridge of mountains, with bare rocky
peaks, was on our right all the day, and a
snowy mountain appeared ahead. We
crossed many foaming torrents with rocky
beds, rushing down to the river ; and in the

evening made a strong fort in an aspen
grove. The valley had already become
very narrow, shut up more closely in

densely timbered mountains, the pines

sweeping down the verge of the bottoms.

The coq de prairie {tetrao europhasianus)

was occasionally seen among the sage.

We saw to-day the returning trail of an
Arapahoe party which had been sent from
the village to look for Utahs in the Bayou
Salade, (South Park ;) and it being probable

that they would visit our camp with the

desire to return on horseback, we were
more than usually on the alert.

Here the river diminished to 35 yards,

and, notwithstanding the number of affluents

we had crossed, was still a large stream,

dashing swiftly by, with a great continuous

fall, and not yet fordable. We had a de-

lightful ride along a good trail among the

fragrant pines ; and the appearance of buf-

falo in great numbers indicated that there

were Indians in the Bayou Salade, (South


