
"^'^

KNICKERBOCKER MISCELLANIES. 087

ntil he had

venion of the ttory, it has been in conformity to

ome recollection o( the narrative of my friend, the

Knight of Malta.
Your obt. aervt.,

GEOF-rRKY Crayon.

THE GRAND PRIOR OF MINORCA.

A VERITABLE OHOST STORY.

* Ruir lay wiM, hcivan I Thty uy ipiriM ippcar
To mtluicholy nind*, and Iha gravn opan f—Flrtchbr.

About the middle of the last century, while the

Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem still maintained
omething of their ancient state and sway in the

Island orMalta, a trafrica! event took place there,

which is the groundwork of the following narrative.

It may be as well to premise, that at the time we
are treating of, the order of Saint John of Jerusalem,
grown excessively wealthy, had degenerated from its

originally devout and warlike character. Instead of

being a hanly body of ' monk-knights,' sworn
soldiers of the cross, hghting the Paynim in the Holy
Land, or scouring the Mediterranean, .ind scourg-

mg the Barhary coasts with their galleys, or feeding

the poor, and attending upon the sick at their hos-

pitals, they led a life of luxury and libertinism, and
were to be found in the most voluptuous courts of

Europe. The order, in fact, had become a mode of

providing '— 'be nuedy branches of the Catholic

arist'jcracy of Europe. ' A commandery.' we are

told, was a splendid provision for a younger brother ;

kiki men ot rank, hosvever dissolute, provided they

>elonged to the highest aristocracy, became Knights
of Msdta, Just as they did bishops, or colonels of regi

ments, or court chamberlains. Afttr a brief resi

dence at Malta, the knights passed the rest of their

time in their own countries, or only made a visit now
and then to the island. While there, having but

little military duty to perform, they beguiled their

idleness by paying attentions to the fair.

There was one circle of society, however, into

which they could not obtain currency. This was
composed of a few families of the old Maltese nobili-

ty, natives of the island. These families, not being
permitted to enroll any of their members in the

order, affected to hold no intercourse with its chev.i-

lie/s ; admitting none into their exclusive coteries

but the Grand Master, whom they acknowledged as

their sovereign, and the members of the chapter

which composed his council.

To indenmify themselves for this exclusion, the

chevaliers carried their gallantries into the next class

of society, composed of those who held civil, ad-
ministrative, and Judicial situations. The ladies of

this class were called honorate, or honorables, to

distinguish them from the inferior orders ; and
among them were many of superior grace, beauty,

and fascination.

Even in this more hospitable class, the chevaliers

were not all equally favored. Those of Germany
had the decided preference, owing to their fair and
aesh complexions, and the kindliness of their man-
ners : next to these, came the Spanish cavaljers, on
account of their profound and courteous devotion.

and most discreet secrecy. Singular as it may seem,
the chevaliers of France fared the worst. The
Maltese ladies dreaded their volatility, and their prone-

ness to boast of their amours, and shunned all en-

tanglement with them. They were forced, therefore,

to content themselves with conquests among females

of the lower orders. They reveiged themwlvei^

after the gay French manner, by making 'ive ' hon-

orate ' the onjects of all kinds of jests and mystiii*

cations ; by prying into their tender affairs with thi

more favored chevaliers, and making them the

theme of song and epigram.
About this time, a French vessel arrived at Malta,

bringing out a distinguished personage of the order

of Saint John of Jerusalem, 'he Comm.inder dc

Foulc|uerre, who came to solicit the post of com-
mamler-in-chief of the galleys. He was des,*ended

from an old and warrior line of French ne »ility,

his ancestors having long tiecn seneschals of Foitou,

and claiming descent Ircn the iirst counts of An-
gouleme.
The arrival of the commander c.iused a little un-

easiness among the peaceably inclined, for he bore

the character, in the island, of being fiery, arrogant,

and quarrelsome. He h.ad already been three times

at Malta, and on e.ach visit had sign.alized himself

by some rash apd deadly affray. As he was now
thirty-five years of <ige, however, it was hoped that

time might h.ive taken off the fiery edge of his spirit,

and that he might prove more quiet and sedate th.an

formerly. The commander set up an establishment

befitting his rank and pretensions ; for he arrog.ited to

himself an importance greater even than that of the

Grand Master. His house immediately became the

rallying place of all the young French chevaliers.

They informed him of all the slights they had ex-

perienced or imagined, and indulged their petulant

and satirical vein at the expense of the honorate
and their admirers. The chevaliers of other nations

soon found the topics and tone of conversation at

the commander's irksome and offensive, and gradu>
ally ceased to visit there. The commancler re-

mained the head of a national clique, who looked up
to him as their model. If he was not as boisterous

and quarrelsome as formerly, he had become
haughty and overbearing. He was fond of talkins

over his past affairs of punctilio and bloody duel.

When walking the streets, he was generally attended
by a ruffling train of young French cavaliers, who
caught his own air of assumption and bravado.

These he would conduct to the scenes of his deadly

encounters, point out the very spot where each fatal

lunge had been given, and dwell vaingloriously on
every particular.

Under his tuition, the young French chevaliers

began to add bluster and arrogance to their formet
petulance and levity ; they fired up on the most triv-

ial occasions, particularly with those who had been
most successful with the fair ; and would put on the

most intolerable drawcansir airs. The other chev-
aliers conducted themselves with all possible for-

bearance and reserve ; but they saw it would be im-
pos^ibl^ to keep on long, in this manner, witlraut

coming to an open rupture.

Among the Spanish cavaliers, was one named
Don Luis de Lima V.isconcellos. He was distantly

related to the Grand Master ; and had been enrolled

at an early age among his pages, but had been rap-

idly promoted by him, until, at the age of twenty-
six, ne had been given the richest Spanish com-
mandery in the order. He had, moreover, been
fortunate with the fair, with one of whom, the most
beautiful honorata of Malta, he h.ad long maintained
the most tender correspondence.

The character, rank, and connexions of Don Luis
put him on a par with the imperious Commander de
Foulquerre, and pointed him out as a leader and
champion to his countrymen. The Spanish chev-
aliers repaired to him, therefore, inabcdy; repre-

sented all the grievances they had surained, and
tlie evils they apprehended, and urged hinr. to usf
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