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but they are not often infli6ted, as a wife regard

is paid, rather to prevent crimes, than to makd
the criminals ftiffer.

As the emperor is confidered as the father of
the whole empire, fo the greateft refpedt is paid
to parental authority. There is no fubmiffion, no
point of obedience which a father cannot claim
from his children j in his private family he is ab-
folute fovereign while he lives, and is honoured at

his death with a refpe6t bordering on adoration.

He is not only abfolute mafterof hiseflate, which
he may leave to whohi he pleafes j but alfo of his

*

concubines and children, whom he; niay fell, or

otherwife difpofe ofaccording to his fancy;

If a ion fo far forgets his duty, as to deride his

parents, or arrives at fuch a pitch of bafenefs as to

lay violent hands on them, the whole province is

alarmed ; the emperor himfelf judges the crimi-

nal j all the mandarins in the vicinity dre turned

out of office ; and even the neighbours are repri-

manded, for neglecting, by early punishments, to

flop the criminal from reaching fuch enorlnities.*

To preferve peace and order, the utmoft mo-
defty and civility are inculcated. They have pre-

fcribed forms of falutation and addrefs, and in

paying vifits,a great number of troublefome cere-

monies are cbfervtedi Even their feafts are for-

mal, to the moft extravagant and ridiculous ex-
cefs.

The fdlemn fcads in this country are cele-

brated with aftoniihing pomp. One of the prin-

cipal is obferved on the 15th of the firft month,
and is called the Feaft of Lanthorns, from the
multitude and grandeur of the lanthorns exhibit-

ed in the evening of that day. To fuch a pitch

of expence is this feftival carried, that it fome-
times


