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Matters iir thk Muun.—What a curious almanack these good
people in the moon would have ! There, days are as long as ^'ears,

and day nud year are equal to our months, twenty-nine days,
twelve hours and forty>five minutes. The seasons differ but very
iittio from each other. On the equator there reigns eternal sum-
mer, for the sun is ever in the zenith ; the poles are buried in

eternal winter. The days are of equal length throughout the
year, all days equally light, all nights equally dark. The absence
of an atmosphere deprives the moon of the sweet charms of a twi-

light, and glaring day would follow gloomy night with the rapidity

of lightning, if the slow rising and setting of the sun did aot
slightly break the suddenness of the transition. Human eyes,

however, could not bear the fierce contrasts of light and shadow ;

they would long in vain for the soft intervals between the two
extremes, the other colors, which beautiiy our world with their

joyous variety and soft haimony. The sky there is not blue, but

even in daytime black, and by the side of the dazzling sun the

stars claim their place and light in the heavens. Near the poles

the mountain tops shine in unbroken splendour year after year,

but the valleys know neither day or night, scantily lighted as they

ever are by the faint glimmer reflected from the surrounding walls.

The side of the moon which is turned from us, has a night of
nearly fifteen days ; the stars only, and planets, shine on its ever

dark sky. The side we see, on the contrary, knows no night

;

the earth lights it up with never ceasing earth shine, a light four-

teen times stronger than that which we receive from the moon.
We recognize our own light, lent to our friend, in the faint, gray-

ish glimmer of that portion of the moon which before and after

the new moon receives no light from the sun, but only from the

earth, and reflects it back again upon us. Mornings in fall show
it more brilliant than evenings in spring, because in autumn the

continents of the earth with their stronger light illumine the

moon, while in spring she only receives a fainter light from our

oceans. Our orb appears to the Man in the iVtoon as changeable

as his home to us, and he might speak of the first or last quarter of

the earth, of new earth and full earth. The whole heaven moves
before him once in 39 days around its axis; the sun and stars rise

and set regularly once in the long day ; but the vast orb of our

earth is nearly immovable. AM around is in slow, unceasing mo-

tion ; the mild face of the earth alone, a gorgeous moon ofimmense
magnitude, never sets nor rises, but remains ever fixed in the

zenith . It there Uppears sixteen times larger than the moon to lis,

and daily exhibits its vast panorama of oceans, continents and is-

hnds. Bright lights and dark shadows are seen in, ever varied

change, as land or water, clearings or forests appear, new with

every cloud or fog, and diflTerent at different season. The Man in

the Moon has thus not only his watch and his almanack daily be-

fore hitn in the ever^'Changing face of tho e«rth» but he may» for all

that we know, have maps of our globe which many a geographer

would envy on account of their fullness and accuracy. Long be-

fore Columbus discovered America, and Cook New Holland, our,
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