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Chap. I.] ST. JOHNS HARBOUR.

of St. John's, and is appropriately termed

the Narrows. Inside, the harbour expands

and trends towards the S.W., and the land

on the other side of it has a much more gentle

slope, and a much less height than that imme-

diately on the coast. It is also of a better

quality, and more fertile. The dark naked

rocks that frown along the coast near St.

John's, their stern outlines unbroken by any

other vegetation than a few stunted firs that

seem huddled together in the more sheltered

nooks and hollows, give a stranger but an

imfavourable idea of the country he has come

to visit, and seem to realize all the accounts he

may have heard or read of the coldness and

barrenness of the land. As we sailed back-

wards and forwards across the mouth of the

Narrows, which in one place is only 220 yards

across, with rocky precipitous heights of 500

feet on each side, we caught a view of the

town, which, from its being built for the most

part of unpainted wood, had a sufficiently

sombre and dismal appearance. The harbour,

however, was full of vessels, and on landing

there seemed to be much bustle and business

going on. The melting of the previous


