
mor life \vu have
ncly met oii( of

; recompense for

ted to the llsifj;-

iii your wicked
liey behold your
: we have heads
idily brought to

uncing earnestly

the conspicuous

dating head. Do
our own selHsh

>w, mcthinks, a<

ime recklessness

IS no more, that

in tho han<ls of
', inferior only in

te me hanged up

a have in view 1

ry way forfeite I

1 the belief, thai

vill again be let

to you before."

^'our own heart,

own : yet I ask

tered, and faui

me the wret<'l)

your son be iho

;hat if the luoro

»ose in th" word
rentlest life ihfll

overnor almost

iring weic mani-

ti did he resenj-

;s you, wlioiu I

it 3'ou desciibe,

)t to strike his

tested name of

hat wife whom
ts iu itself suffi-

WACOUSTA, OR, Till.; PUOPUEfY.
251

"Inhuman ruffian r cxclauned the puvcrnor, with increasing indignation-
' to tho pouit. What pledge have you to oll'rr tlut my son will he ir.stoied ?'»
" Nay, the pledge is easily given, and without murh risk. You have onlv

to defer my death until your messenger return froui his interview with I'on
teac. If Captain de Ilaldimar accompany him hack, shoot me as I have re-
ijucsled ; if he come not, then it is hut to hang nie, alter all."

•• Ha ! I understand you
;

this is hut a pretext to gain time, a device to en-
uhlc your subtle brain to plan .some mode of esc-ipc."

"•As you will, Colonel de Ilaldimar," calmly irtoited Wacousta ; and a-ain
he sank into silence, with the air of one utterly indiMcrent to resiil'ts.

" Do you mean," -esumed the colonel. " that a rc(|uest from your.self to the
Ottawa chief will ootain the liberation of my son ?"

' ITnlcss the Indian be false as yourself, I do."
" And of the lady who is with him ?" continued tlie colonel, coloring with

unger.
« Of both."
*' How is tho message to be conveyed ?"

•"lla, sir!" returned the prisomr, drawing himself up to his full height
" now are you arrived at a point that is pertinent. .My wampum belt will he
the passport, an<l the safeguard of him you send ; then for the coiiimimica-
tion. There are certain ligures. as you are aware, that, tiaced on bark, an-
swer the same purpose among the Indians with the Kuropean language «»f

letters. Let my hands be cut loose." he pursued. i»ut in a tone in whirh
agitation and excitement might be detected, "and if bark be brought me. and
a burnt slick or coal, I will give you not only a sample of Indian iiigeimilv

but a specimen of my own piogre.ss in Indian ac(|iiireiiu'iits,"

" What, free your hands, and thus alford you a chaiue ofe.scajKj ?" ob.served

the govei-nor, doubtingly.

Wacousta bent his steadfast gaze o ;» him for a few moments as if he que.s-

tione<i he had heard aright. Then ':arsting into a wild ami scornful lausih.
'' By heaven !" he exclaimed, " this is, indeed, a high conipiiiuciit yon pay mo.
at the expense of these line fellows. What, Colonel de Iljildimar afi-aid to

liberate an unarmed prisoner, hemmed in by a forest of bayonets ? This is

good
;
gentlemen," and he bent himself in .san.'astic revertuice to the astonished

troops, ' I beg to otier my very best congratulaliens on the high estimation

in which you are held by your colonel."
'• Peace, sirrah !" exclaimed the governor, enraged beyond measure at tho

m.soience of him who thus hehl him up to conLenii)t bef(.ie his men. ' or, by
he.rv?en. I will have your tongue cut out !—Mi-. Lawson, let what this fellow

requires be procured immediately." Then addressing Lieutenant Hoyce, who
commanded the immediate guard over the prisoner.— '' Let his hands be lil>-,

crated, sir, and enjoin your men to be watchful of the movements of this

Bupple traitor. His activity I know of old to be great, and he seems to have

doubled it since he assumed that garb."

The command was executed, and the prisoner stood, once more free and

unfettered in every muscular limb. A (lee[ and unbioken silence ensuetl

and the return of the adjutant was momentarily expected. Sudd«.«il) a
!oud sfronm "^as heard, and the sVight figure of a fema'e, clad in white, oaaie

rushing from the piazza in which tiic apartmcuL of the deceased Do IlaLUiaar,

niui aluat^. It was Clara. The .guard of Wacousta formed the fourth haui


