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THE FERTILR SASKATCHEWAN COUNTRY.

comr niHiiiiil It nielli, while in the il:iy time tlirre

lire nniic to I'l ' n. Tlie ciwt of wiiitcriiiK oluvp
imniall, Imy is [.ut ')> «' n ci«l of u lUillar a loii,

wliicli will winter MX »ln. | ')r i*.iv i't cents apiii'e

for winlirinn. It ri'i|Hiris no tnivre -wil I" Uwk
•ftcr l.iiiHi slice)) than it ilcn» fcir oiiwi. Mine rim
out wiOi no one looking :iftrr thnn ill summer,
coming h<iim- of lliiir own iiiToiil l.r silt. Like
all other animals they re<|niret. '>e watrhcil ilurinK
the laniliiit^ st'.ison. My lainli'' when foin to five

iinniths olcl liriiiK me from fi ii> *.'> e.iili. One
Kreat featnre in fivor of sheep firming; is that we
^et two rrops .,s it were each year, i irop of wool
mill a crop of lamlis. I slarteil in a small way sinne

•ix ^ears a^o having' only \> I.eieeslerH anil 't

merinos; now I have a larK'e llmk. Morses, in

their own wa\', vnst e\eM less tli.iti sheeji, a8

we let whole liamls of them run mi the prairie

liotli suininer ami winter, not lia\iii>; to feed
them at all, unless we work tlicni, when tlicy

lire fell the saim- as anywhere else.

"Aliout jjr.iin riisiii),,', AlthiuiKli I have ilevoleil

my lime espeeially lo sheep vet I ean testify to the
exrelli ut crops ol'all cere ils ill the district, haviii);

n Koiid yield of a liumlier one s.imple of wheat
from year to year mysi'lf .\s this is an ininieiise

wheat urow inn country, there is a sjiUiiiliil openiiii;

for a j;ooil llmir mill at Duck Lake, there lii'in),;

eiKMi^li wheal now nrowii in the vicinity to keep .1

lar);e mill rniiniiin iiinlit and day,"

A NAV.vi. 01 1 ici-K's i:xri;Rii:Nci:..

Captain C. II, M.iy, late ofllie Koyal Navy, now
ranching at S.iskiitoou, Saskatchiwan, says:
" .\U1iouk1i I do not k'> 'I'Io jir.iin raisinj; imu li,

nrowiiinonly wli,it I rei|iiire (or my own ii~e. I

have a lar):e inimher of horses ;iud cattle wliicli

incre.ise .lud multiply and k'vc me vi ry little

IrouMe. Tlie chtiiate is very healthy and 111 spile

of the cold ill winter. I would rather live here lliau

in the I lid Cinintry. The sport is ^;ni]il and a man
could easily live liy his >;un There is im dnulit ill

thia country au npeniuu' I'or anyone who ehooscs to

work moderately hard, and does not mind ruu>;li-

ing it a little at tirst. Only a small amount of
capital is required, as tlie cost of li\in); frugally is

very small'"
HH

As seen by Delegates.

I.nst autumn a numher of delegates from Michi-
gan, r.S.A. visited ilie S.i^k.itcncwan dintrict for

the purpose of seUcliiu; homes for tlieiu^elves .mil

reporting "n the i ap.iliilitics 1
•' the district to their

fellow -settlers in .Michij;an, l.irge miinlieis of
whom are anxious to reiunve to a more favoraMe
location than they are now in. These delegates
reported as follows :

.\t Duck I,akc— one of tlu' most important sta-

tions on the Prince .Mlierl Kranch of the C. 1'. K—
we were taken in h.iiid hy llu' immij^r.ition com-
mittee and were shown some ina>;niruent laud
in the imiueili.ite vicinity, as well as in the vicinity
of Stony I.;ike. Driviny south from the town we
were shown some land open for hoineslendin^;, that
was first class in ipiality

; lurtlier on whole sec-

tions were to liei.htaiuedof iliu saniel.ind. in which
districts we located In homesteads. While iiassinj;

throu>;li this district w e examined some of the ^rai 11,

v\-hich w.isano. I s,iin,)le in yield and quality. The
vc);etat.ks seen on .Mr. Mitchell's ranch could not
be beaten in any country. Mr. MilchcU's cattle

were seen near the town on the pr.iirie. In the
herd were a number of Highland cattle imported
from Scotland, which do excejitionally well in

this country, livitiK outside ilnriu« the whole win-
ter. There is an immense area of Inie country open
for settlement here.

" In the Stony Lake country, we accepted the
hospitality of Captain Crai^;, whohasa ma);uificeiit

farm. This gentleman j^ave some jiractical infor-

mation about the country, Kiviny; the drawbacks as
well as the .advant.aj^es. In this district there is a
lar^e area open for settlement with plenty of wood
and good water.

" \Vith regard to wood and timber in the Duck
Lake district, there is abundance of both, timber
being obtained from half a mile to a mile from
where we located, wliile spruce and pine could be
hauled from the lirs at a distance of 10 to l',i miles,
or be bruUKlit down by the railway wliicli passes
in the middle of the district

"KegaiJing the game, everyone is a sportsman, a
^un being found in every house. There are any
amount of geese, ducks, chickens, partridge, hare
and rabbits, while plenty of moose, jumping deer,

hear and other large game are found further from
the settlement.

There are MO potato hugs or other deftnictlve
insects In the country,"

( Signed 1,

Charles C.orhutt, Kindle, Huron Co.
Aiidri'w l.ncliie. rilion, Huron Co.
I'lr p Shad, .'•'iiiihi Huron Co.
'J'howias A. Little, Luce, Sngiimw Co.

Onier llonne. Chesaning, Saginaw Co.

C. M. Russell,

John W. idntlier, "

\Vm. .Shook, "

JeHne C. Chnrcli, '•

Steven I'onlaham, rilincbog, Huron Co
Jumvs Watt, Huron City, Huron Co.

To the British Emiarant.

By 11: .V. {.'tton.

Presuming that by force of circumstances the
ipiestiou of a desirable change has come over yon,
as an agriculturist, who finds himself driven out of

his own luirkct, the first thought will be "Where
shall I go to better my condition .'" To such I

would say :

" l-'ollow Horace i'.reely'saiUice, ' lio

West,' to that magniticeiit stretch of that agricul-

tural territory. Western Canada, with its millions
of tree acres, and the Ilritish Hag for a reserve,"
Your choice fills on this fair iiortion of Canada !

You have concluded right'y that it olTers splendid
j

opportunities, every opening for the agricultural I

d.iss is here held lortli, for the farmer with a good
cMiiital, is well as the igricultural laborer with but 1

willing hands and heart.

You ha\c decided to go, the next stei) then is to

obtain the rcipiisite inl'ormation, as liow to go,

wli.il it will cost, what to take, and wh.it to leave
1

behind. 1 irstly, I advise yon to write tosonie one !

of the many emigration agents, a list of whom will

be found (ui a later page, from whom all necessary
inforniition can be obt.lined, rates ofpassagc, clear
throii^li to destination will be given, at astonish-
iiigly low rates of fare, with which will also be
given a certilicate entitling yon to a rebate, when
m.ikiug entry for government land. It is much
chciper to book light through to your destination.

it saves time and tmnble, transfer of b,iggage, and
conseiiiU'iitlv less chance of breakages. If your
choice should fill on this district, which I sincere-

ly hojie it will, for your own benefit as well as for

those of us who have come ahead from the mother-
land, you will lind friends ready to assist you to a

comfortable settlement and choice of land.

.\s to what you should bring, experience has
taUKlit me that a good supply of plain clothing, no
matter how shabby, should form a large part of the
emigrants luggage. .\ good supply of warm
uiulerclothing, stockings, etc., house linen and bed
clothes ami blankets, and let every housewife leav-

ing home, well stock her work basket with all the
little odds and ends of usefulness such as darning
wools, tapes, uecdU'S, cotton, etc, etc, so indispeu-
s,able to the household of a family. Heavy and
cumbersome articles such as furniture, bedsteads,

etc, should not be taken, as they can be purchased
in this country at reasonable prices and more
adapted to the country. .\ sewing machine, if you
have one, after being taken to pieces and well

packed, will carry sately and be very useful. If

the emigrant should possess a tendency for sport

he should provide himself with a good brcech-loail-

iii.1,' shot gun, as game here abounds in plenty
and is the comnion property of the .settler in its

season. liear in mind this : bring all the little

useful utensils you can pack, consistent with the
weight allowed, but it is inadvisable to incur any
extr.i weight charges, and I would advise uU to
specially arrange with the booking agent that

there wili be 110 extras to pay for baggage. Of
course each party will be guided, as regards the
above, by the leuglh of his purse, but it is much
better to allow as much capital as possible to come
with you, as on this depends your scale of opera-
tions. Families should provide themselves with
sulTicient cold eat.ables, say a boiled ham, sugar,

tea, etc., for the railway journey, as in the splen-

didly equipped railway carriages tea can be made
and eggs boiled, in fact, with a supply of butter

and bread purchased in Montreal or (Juebec say,

you will get along well without the attendant e.at-

ing house or hotel charges fur meals during the
four or five ilays' jouniev.

;

The emigrant will finil on landing from the ship
to commence his overland journey, iiieasant busi-

ness-like officers, who will give all information and
1

assistance necessary. In checking your luggage i

ami in your grncrnl comfort, never he afraid to
trouble them. It is good |xilicy for the emigrant
to linn himself with a letter of Intrcxliiction from •
reliable emigration ofTicer or l)ookin({ agent to
some official at the port of disembarkation. Once
you arrive at your point of choice or destination
you will be well looked after during the prelimi-
naries of locating and building of n house. Alt
necessary articles of food for housekeeping, which
the new settler may require, can he purchased in

the district ill very moilerate prices. ImplemeiiU,
waggons, working horses, or oxen arc always to Ix
procured here, and are especially adapted for this

country ami the prices are always right to a care-

ful buyer.

What Immigrants May Expect.

/!y A. B. Slcuarl, M. D.

Duck Lake, although a village of only two yearn
growth, has three general stores, where may lie

lirocnred anything necessary for life in this coun-
try, an hotel, post office, telegraph office, police

barracks, teleplionc olVue, where communication
by telephone can be had with ontside settlements
ai a moment's notice, express olVice, railway ticket

ollicc. where tickets can he procured for any place

in the world, a church, schools, private offices and
an iinplement warehouse. It may be mentioned in

liassiM^' that the Mas.sey-Hairis Company have
their 'leadquarters for the .Saskatchewan at Duck
Lake iiid always have on hand all the implements
and machinery a farmer needs. There is also a
blacksmith shop and the carpenter and other
Ir.ides are represented. There is u resident physi-

cian, school teachers, ,1 number of clergymen
and the district is visited by the legal fraternity

frequently.
To the immigrant, on arrival here, tlit country

ajipears as one immense park, owing to the clumps
of beautiful trees which look as if they were arrang-

ed there bv man and trimmed accordingly, while
ill fact they are only the natural bluff (a name
given to clumps or groves of trees in this country).

In going to the ditlerent parts of this district one
may see the following settlements which were es-

tablished ten ye.irs before a railway came to the

country. The llatoche settlement, about five miles

from Duck Lake, is a most picturesque spot on the
.South Saskatchewan river. It has two general
stores, police barracks, post olVice, telephone, pri-

vate residences, etc., of which one will attract par-

ticular atteiilion, that of ,Mr. .\avier Letendre,

or llatoche as he is commonly called. This is a

very line residence built some s or III yearsagoand
costing quite a sum. I'nither up the river the

Roman Catholic church is seen, with its tall

spire making iiuite a iiicture in this old village,

while the early settlers liouscs line the banks of

the river on either side being only u short distance

apart, owing to the governmcut's policy of dividing

the lauds along the river into narrow claims. .\ll

along this bcantifid s]iot lauds are to \k secured by
the new coiner, by going back a mile from the

river, or by going farther away from the centre

(llatoche) he may have a fine claim on the river

bank, the only advantage ill this being the scenery
along the river, us the land is eipially as good .away

from the river.

The next settlements along the South Saskatche-
wan tributary to Duck Lake are St. Laurent, .St.

Louis de I.augevin and I'isli Creek, all of which
were established by the early pioneers of the dis-

trict. St. Laurent, H miles from Duck Lake, like

llatoche, has its mission church, adjoining build-

ings, etc., making it quite a settlement where farm-
ing is extensively carried on. Passing further in

this direction one comes to that lieautiful stretch

of country, the .St. Louis dc Laugevin settlement,

the lands'of which are being rapidly taken up by
Canadian and Ilritish farmers. Then going in the
op])osite direction from llatoche, up the river, the
I'ish Creek settlement is re-died l.'> miles from
Duck Lake. Here the rancher and mixed farmer
are found making a good living, this part beiiie

close to the river is specially adapted to mixed
farming, with abundance of wood and timber which
is found every where in the country along rivers

as well as the best of water, two cs.sentials to the
settler. The soil in this district, from the river

back, merges from a light sandy loom to a heavy
black loam with a clav subsoil. As one goes fur-

ther back hundreds of homesteads await the immi-
grant in all parts of this district.

The Duck Lake settlement proper is about five

miles from the South Saskatchewan and 12 miles

I


