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he had of hypocrites ? The strongest thing that was ever written

against Calvinism is *' Holy Willie's Prayer." In this poem you
will find the Calvinistic creed stated with perfect fairness and
accuracy. In this poem Burns nailed Calvinism to the cross. He
put it on the rack and bound it to the stake.

BURNS'S "concessions" TO ORTHODOXY.

In 1787 Burns, being still a theologian, made some slight

concessions in letters written to friends who were of the orthodox
faith. These must have been written in the spirit of flattery. It

is not for me to say exactly what Burns believed. I am going to

let him say it :
•* An honest man has nothing to fear." That is

pretty good doctrine, no matter whether he believes in the Bible or

not. If that part of us called mind does survive, then I say :

—

Away with the old-wife prejudices and doctrines.

Burns' religion was of the same stamp as that of V'oltaire, of

Thomas Jefferson, of Thomas Paine and of Abraham Lincoln.
Burns also said another thing in which there is a vast amount

of wisdom, when he asks this question :
" Why has a religious

turn of mind always a tendency to narrow and harden the heart ?"

BURNS AND TENNYSON COMPARED.

A little whilf^ ago one of the greatest poets died, and I was
reading one of his volumes and at the same time during the same
period re; ling a little from Rubert Burns, and the difference be-

tween these two men struck me so forcibly that I concluded to say
something about it to-night. Tennyson was a piece of rare china
decorated by the highest art. Burns was made of honest human
clay molded by sympathy and love. Tennyson dwelt in his fancy
for the most part with kings and queens, with lords and ladies and
with counts and nobles. Burns lingered by the fireside of the poor
and humble, in the thatched cottage of the peasant. He loved men
and women and withou" regard to the outlook. Tennyson was
touched by place and birth and by the insignia given by birth and
chance of fortune. As he grew old he grew narrower, and less in

touch with the world around him. Tennyson was ingenious,

Burns ingenuous. Tennyson had intellectual taste. Burn's brain

was the servant of his heart. One was exclusive, and the other

pressed the world against his breast. Burns was touched by
wrongs and injustice. Tennyson touched art on many sides,

writing no doubt of lordly things, dealing with the vast poesies of

his brain, and he satisfied the taste of cultured men. Tennyson is

always self-possessed. He possesses in abundance poetic sym-
pathy, but lacks the fire and the flame. Burns dwells on simple

things, on things that touch the heart and arouse the highest sym-
pathies of men. The religion of Burns was great enough to include

everything. Tennyson's imagination lived in a palace. The
imagination of Burns dwelt lower down, among the people ; his


