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ffniphos IVuiiyais (Hi |i()rtu<;;ais, trciilo on (nuirantt- iins api'oM la (Idcoiiwrto,

toutcs k'S analyses tie oc (locnmont pechont par la liaso, ot v'vM jicine

iierdiie do s't'vertiier pDUV en resoudrc Ics points douttux." {()/>. I'it., \k

61.)

1 then jiroei'i'dcd to show that the Canadian portion of Cabot's phvni-

sphoro has been pla.t^iarized from a Dio])pe map, addinir the following

remark •

" Si notro tht'orio est oxactc, le loctcur so rendra ooini)te du pen do

marantic qu'otVro un point d'attorr.ssoment dtabli dans cos conditions, et

combien peuvont etre contcstables les contours qui servent do base a unc

approximation aussi tardive." (Op. eif., p. S4.)

'•
II est done possible que, malgre les assertions, Cabot ait atterri on

1497 71071 a I'lle da Cap lireto/u mais siir la cote du Labrador. II Hait

meme dans Ui 7iature des dioses que, partis do Bristol les Cabots vinssent

7j abordcr, plutotqu'a Vcnti'ie du yolfe St-Laurenf. {0/>. rit., p. 9(J.)

II.

"
7ft his latter boohs Mr. Ilarrisse transferred the landfall to the abs"-

Jutely Impossible Cape Chidley. In dwelling upon the amazinij quant It ;i of

codfish as a crucial indication of the true landfall, Mr. Ilarrisse has con-

clusivelij disproved his main thesis, for the codfish do not arrive at Cape

Chidley unti.1 August 15th, fire days after John Cabot is known to hare been

in Lo7idon." (Dr. Dawson's monograph of 189G, p. 10.)

This ar'nunent of Dr. Dawson has found great favour with Canadian

critics, who have not failed to herald it, and in very disobliging terms, as

a complete refutation of whatever opinions I may have held regarding

Cabot's landfall.

Unlbrtunately, Dr. Dawson to-day frankly confesses that he " has

fallen into error" when he stated that I had '• transferred the landfall to

Cape Chidley," and in his further statement that 1 had " dwelled upon

the amazing quantity of codfish as a crucial indication of the landfall."

(Dr. Dawson's monograph of 1898, pp. 154-').)

So far, so good.

111.

" If John Cabot could have got there [i.e., Labradoi-] ' two or three

weeks before Ju7ie .^^th,' which is Mr. Ilarrisse's last theory, or even on Jane

24. or July -A there would have been no fish, for the fish does not strike at

that latitude U7itil about July iJ." (Monograph of 1898, p. 155.)

Prof. II. Y. Hind's table, quoted by Dr. Dawson, gives as the mean

date of arrival of cod in southern Labrador, at Chateau Bay, 20th June.

jxTow John Cabot does not say when and ivhere ho tirst observed the amaz-


