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sion that met in Halifax, he was, of course, the chief person, 
gaining for the Dominion the award of $5,500,000, and which 
I believe we should not have received had any other man been 
sent as chief commissioner. In talking with the late President 
Garfield, he turned his conversation to Sir John and said: 
“ H is a remarkable man. I saw him the other day, and. 
very different to what I expected him to be in his personal 
appearance. And do you know it has always amused me 
when I think of that Alabama claim ; our men thought they 
had diplomatic children to play with, but that Sir John A. 
euchred them all.” (Applause.) Sir John’s strength was a 
rope of several cords. First, he was a pleasant man, genial 
to friends or opponents, and no one had so many friends 
among his opponents as this same man. Of all men he was 
the best for a commission to go and interview. No one had 
need to be afraid of being insulted or cut short when he went 
into his presence. In the second place, he was a remark
ably good judge of men ; he had a knowledge of human 
character, and knew the weakness and strength of those with 
whom he surrounded himself. In the third place, he had 
good foresight on the line of national forces ; he could see 
ahead several years. No man knew better when to plunge 
an election on the country than he did. In the fourth place, 
he was well posted in the dangeis, wants and strength of our 
country ; no man was better posted with regard to the relative 
condition of our country. In the fifth place, he was a man 
who had great influence over other men—a sort of magnetic 
influence, I presume, arising from his own self-control, and 
from his faith in the country. Look at the elements he held 
together, racial and religious ; who could keep together the 
different races and religions in Cabinet and Parliament like 
Sir John ? No man. I am told by one of the members of the 
Cabinet that in his presence they are as quiet as lambs. Yet 
he was a decided man ; we have a fine example of that in the 
case of Riel. I was in Ottawa at that time, when all those 
French members—the Roman Catholic members at least—
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