
while the number of settlers seeking homes in Manitoba and the Territories is without 
a parallel in the history of the country. These two very important facts lead iires- 
tibly to the conclusion that long before the Transcontinental Railway, authorized by 
Parliament at its last session, can possibly be completed, its urgent necessity as a 
medium for carrying the products of the West to our own Atlantic ports will have 
become apparent independently of the many benefits that will follow from the opening 
up for colonization and for various enterprises of the northern parts of Quebec and 
Ontario.

The agreement made with the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company regarding 
a new transcontinental railway, contained certain stipulations- which in eSect required 
the Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada to become a party to that agreement 
and to assume heavy obligations in respect thereof .

Further consideration of the agreement by the representatives of the Grand trunk 
Railway Company and my Government has resulted in showing the desirability of 
tain amendments to the contract which, having been approved by my Government and 

the Board of Directors and the shareholders- of the Grand drunk

cer-

subsequently by 
Railway Company, will be submitted to you for ratification.

The sum of $5,000,000 in cash has been deposited in the Bank of Montreal m ac
cordance with the provisions contained in the original and supplemental agreements

A Militia Bill will be introduced containing several important amendments to the 
present law rendered necessary by the growth of the Force and calculated to promote
its efficiency^ ^ award definillg the boundary between the Dominion and Alaska, 

and other papers connected with the controversy, will be .laH^etf"eT^‘torieg will
In view of the widely extended settlements

increase the strength of the North-west Mounted Police
now

become necessary to 
and authority will be asked for that purpose.
Gentlemen of the House of Commons: ,

The accounts of the past year will be laid before you. I
will exceed the expenditure, leaving a balance to be applied m reduction of t îe

glad to say that theam
revenue
public debt. , „ , -, .

The estimates for the coming year will be laid before you at an early date.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

After the long protracted session of the last year, when so many important mat
ters were dealt with, it is not probable that your duties will involve your being de
tained on the present occasion for any lengthened period. I commend, however,, to 

best consideration the subjects to which I have referred and I invoke the Divineyour
Blessing on your deliberations.

His Excellency the Governor General 
Commons withdrew.

pleased to retire, and the House ofwas

The Honourable Mr. Scott, Secretary of State, presented to the Senate a Bill in
tituled : “ An Act relating to Railways.”

The said Bill was read a first time.

The Honourable the Speaker then reported His Excellency’s Speech from the 
Throne, and the same was then read by the Clerk.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Scott, seconded by the Honourable Mr. T eo,

Ordered, That the Speech of His Excellency the Governor General be taken into 
consideration by the Senate on Monday, the 14th instant.

;
it was

1 1th MARCH.4 EDWARD VII.
.-S Ph


