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of Canada may be equal to the high and
important duties whjch have thus been cast
upon them.

It will no doubt be of interest ta hon.
gentlemen who are particularly interested
in develoing our great agricultural. resour-
ees that the government has given consid-
eration to the subject of increasing the ap-
propriations made during the last session
of parixament 'with a view of assisting the
.provinces in their carrying out a wider and
more continuous scheme of instruction in
agriculture than has heretofore been enter-
ed upon. Hon. gentlemen will be gratified
in knowing that the appropriation which
was last year voted for agricultural purposes
flot only gave satisfaction to the different
provinces of Canada, but was distributed in
,a way that will meet with satisfaction from
levery province which received the share
to which. it was, entitled.

I think I may be justified in saying that
in Canada where agriculture is pre-ernin-
ently the basis af our prosperity, no sub-
ject has been so sadly neglected in ahl the
provinces of the Ilominion as a thorougb
and scientific instruction in agriculture.
We have reached a point in our civilization
wben public and individual effort seem to
be concentrated upon inducing the youth of
our country to abandon the cultivation of
the soil and also the mechanical and pro-
ductive pursuits ai lufe and to give their
'whole attention to thç acquirement of a
classical or scholastic education. This
seems to be the trend ai the present age.
Society periodically throws up its hands
in despaîr at nat having the question
answered satisfactarily as to liow ta keep
the boys on the f arm and haw to fill the
mecbanical pursuits of 111e while at the
same time the great effort of society seems
to be to cram a classical education inta the
rising youth ai to-day. Society is seriously
discussing the question af high living, the
increase af food prices while it fails ta take
into consideration that the suru ai human
effort is along the line of inducing the ris-
ing generation ta abandon the lines of the
productive and mechanical arts. There is
arable land sufficient west af Lake Superiar
ta almost supply with flour the millions ai
Europe and ta grow beef sufficient ta fur-

3

nish the empire with meat, and yet labour
cannct be found te till the soil for the
food which. it will produce and to
iurnish the hungry millions wth the meat
which. tbey require. Yet our universities
and oui higher scholastic institutions are
overfiowing with etudente, turning out
candidates for the learned professions by
the tans of thousanda, the great majority
oi whom should be engaged in the indus-
trial pursuits of lii e. Natwithstanding the
millions and millions cf acres ai arable
lands in Canada capable of producing un-
told millions ai wealth in f ood product; ta
meet the growing demanda of the unfed mil-
lions, yet go through Canada and yau can
almost count on your tan fingers the agri-
cultural institutions ta be iound for edu-
cating the youth in agriculture which, as
I have stated, is the basis ai Canada's
wealth and importance. At the same time
you will scarcely find any community sa
small where you will not find an institu-
tion or academy ai learning where the
trend ai the educatian given is calculated ta
divert the rising youth from the cultivation
ai the soil and the productive activities ai
industrial lufe. It is, therefore, high time
that public attention should be called ta
this great infirxnity in aur educational sys-
tem and that the beat attention we can give
shauld be riveted upon pramoting aur best
interests along the lines ai agricultural in-
struction. The propose-I assistance, the
amount ai which will afterwards be ascer-
tainable from the Bill ta be introduced by
the government, should be ai the greatest
possible impetus ta the provinces ai the
Dominion in entaring upan a large pro-
gramme for the instruction ai the rising
generatian iu the development ai the great
agriculturad wealth with which Canada has
been ble>sed. It is ta be hoped that it will
not be long distant when the public mind
will be seized with the thought that it is
lust as necessary for -the risîug genera-tian ta
be grounded in the principles of science sud
nractice ai agriculture, ai industry and ai
commerce as iu the dead languages. the
elassica and the professional' arts, which
!or 50 lonEr have seemingly been the con-
-'ePtion which aur educatars have ai a lib-
Pra] educhtion.
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