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refers thiat the imperial governmnent can, if
tliey tbink proper in case of necessity, or
war, re-assume ail this property?

Flou. Mr. .SC{JTT-Obi no, nlo, 11o; flo

reservation of that klnd.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWEL-This
property belonged to the imperial govern-
nient at on1e tirne. Lt wvas lianded over,
when ail these ordnance lands were banded
over, to the goverlrnent of Canada under
certain conditions. I do flot think it
aniounts to auything, but I an under the
Impression tliat tlîat Is the reservation to
whlciî the Bill refers. Apart froîti that, I
do not know that there is anytiuing to be
galined by a discussion upon tis question,
becanse I take it for granted the Fluse will
pass the Bill before us. I siînpiy rise for
the purpose of entering my protest against
the alienation of any portion of that park
l)rÔperty for biotel purposes, for the reasons
whicb have been advanced by others. Most
of' us will remember-I arn quite sure rny
lion. friend will remember-the time wlien
that property was handed over to the clty
-of Ottawa for park purposes, conditional
.tbat they would keep It ln n state of, shall
1 say repair, or at least that tbey would
keep it in a state that wiIl be a credit to
the city. Wh7len the government camne back
to power la 1878, or shortly afterwards,
they re-assumed the ownersbip of that pro-
l)erty ou account of the state iii wbich they
found it. If my recollection serves me, 1
thlnk the hon, gentleman from Wellington
took exception to that nt the time, as in-
currlng a large ]iabllity upon the Dominion
which shou]d bie paid by the corporation of
the clty of Ottawa, for the reason that It
became a part of the city. I need not
enter Into the istory of it further. We
know w-bat took place siiice that timie; tens
of thousands 0f dollars have been spent la
the beautîfying of the park and in the erec-
tion of buildings for the purpose of cuiti-
vating flowers and so on. Subsequently,
the policy enunclated by the Prime 'Miniister,
that Ottawa should bie made the Washing-
ton of the North, înduced the governunent,
and parliament sustaiaed it, to boan or nd-
vance a very~ large amont of money. run-
nîng up, I think. nearly to a million dollars,
ia order to beautify tln,, city, not onily the

9si

park, but other portions of the city to make
it a credit to the Dominion. I arn not
aware thiat the opposition or auy one' took
any serious objection to that course; but
now when you have It in an attractive con-
dition you alienate the best and mosf con-
splcuous part of the park for hotel purposes.
WVhen the botel is constructed on the site
which they have obtalned I have no doubt
It will be a credit, so far as the architecture
of the building is concerned, yet you make
the whole of the rear part of the park a
plnyground for the benefit of the hotel. It
will be nothing more nor less than just a
back yard to the hiotel. I tbink It Is a
policy that ougbit not to be adopted, and
the city of Ottawa sbould have taken
stronger grouinds than they did la order
to prevent the alienation of any portion of
it.

Hon. Mr. PROST-I an just afraid our
hon. friends of the opposition do not quite
understand the position of the Ottawa Im-
provement Commission la respect to this
very part of tbe city. *MaJor's Hi111 Park
will not be used as'a playground for the
guests of the hiotel; the park, ls there for
the wlhole city, and the Ottawa Improve-
ment Commnission, apart from the exact
site upon whicb tue hotel wlli stand, can
close the park. It is under their control,
and will nlways *be so, as long as the Ot-
tawa Iînproveinent Commission exists. The
money which Is to bie pald for the hotel
site by the Grand Trunk Itailway is to bie
expeuded to extend the park on down to
Nepean Point and to create another drive-
way, which wili run not only through the
city, but tlirough the country, and I arn
satlsfied that wç%hen these improvements are
conipleted by the commission, not only wll
the Senate of Canada, but I believe the
whole Dominion w'ill be proud of It, as
they are proud to-day of the work tbiat bas
nl1ready been accomplished by that commis-
sion. W%ýe might Just as well say that the
driveway along the canal is the back yard
0f thè bouses that are adjoining or abutting
on to the pnrkway, as to say thiat the
'Major's Hill Park is to be made the back
yard of the botel. We have just as much
reason to say it lu one case as ln tbe other.
Any one w-ho -wihl take a walk ln Major's
Hi Park, and see the section of ground
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