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refers that the imperial government can, if
they think proper in case of necessity, or
war, re-assume all this property?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—OL no, no,
reservation of that kind.

10; no

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—This
property belonged to the imperial govern-
ment at one time. It was handed over,
when all these ordnance lands were handed
over, to the government of Canada under
certain conditions. I do not think it
amounts to anything, but I am under the
impression that that is the reservation to
which the Bill refers. Apart from that, I
do not know that there is anything to be
gained by a discussion upon this question,
because I take it for granted the House will
pass the Bill before us. I simply rise for
the purpose of entering my protest against
the alienation of any portion of that park
property for hotel purposes, for the reasons
which have been advanced by others. Most
-of us will remember—I am quite sure my
hon. friend will remember—the time when
that property was handed over to the city
‘of Ottawa for park purposes, conditional
that they would keep it in a state of, shall
1 say repair, or at least that they would
" keep it in a state that will be a credit to
the city. When the government came back
to power in 1878, or shortly afterwards,
they re-assumed the ownership of that pro-
perty on account of the state in which they
found it. If my recollection serves me, I
think the hon. gentleman from Wellington
took exception to that at the time, as in-
curring a large liability upon the Dominion
which should be paid by the corporation of
the city of Ottawa, for the reason that it
became a part of the city. I mneed not
enter into the history of it further. We
know what took place since that time; tens
of thousands of dollars have been spent in
the beautifying of the park and in the erec-
tion of buildings for the purpose of culti-
vating flowers and so on. Subsequently,
the policy enunciated by the Prime Minister,
that Ottawa should be made the Washing-
ton of the North, induced the government,
and parliament sustained it, to loan or ad-
vance a very large amount of money, run-
ning up, I think, nearly to a million dollars,
in order to beautify this city, not only the
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park but other portions of the city to make
it a credit to the Dominion. I am not
aware that the opposition or any one took
any serious objection to that course; but
now when you have it in an attractive con-
dition you alienate the best and mosf con-
spicuous part of the park for hotel purposes.
When the hotel is constructed on the site
which they have obtained I have no doubt
it will be a credit, so far as the architecture
of the building is concerned, yet you make
the whole of the rear part of the park a
playground for the benefit of the hotel. It
will be nothing more nor less than just a
back yard to the bhotel. I think it is a
policy that ought not to be adopted, and
the city of Ottawa should have taken
stronger grounds than they did in order
to prevent the alienation of any portion of
it.

Hon. Mr. FROST—I am just afraid our
bon. friends of the opposition do not quite
understand the position of the Ottawa Im-
provement Commission in respect to this
very part of the city. Major’s Hill Park
will not be used as a playground for the
guests of the hotel; the park is there for
the whole city, and the Ottawa Improve-
ment Commission, apart from the exact
site upon which the hotel will stand, can
close the park. It is under their control,
and will always be so, as long as the Ot-
tawa Improvement Commission exists. The
money which is to be paid for the hotel
site by the Grand Trunk Railway is to be
expended to extend the park on down to
Nepean Point and to create another drive-
way, which will run not only through the
city, but through the country, and I am
satisfied that when these improvements are
completed by the commission, not only will
the Senate of Canada, but I believe the
whole Dominion will be proud of it, as
they are proud to-day of the work that has
already been accomplished by that commis-
sion. TWe might just as well say that the
driveway along the canal is the back yard
of the houses that are adjoining or abutting
on to the parkway, as to say that the
Major’s Hill Park is to be made the back
vard of the hotel. e have just as much
reason to say it in one case as in the other.
Any one who. will take a walk in Major’s
Hill Park, and see the section of ground




