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PORT OF VANCOUVER In addition to the peacekeeping forces, in addition to the 
financial help extended by Canada, Canada has also played a 
role in the immigration and refugee front. Relaxed criteria have 
allowed people from the former Yugoslavia who were visiting to 
be reunited with their families. Since 1992 we have been able to 
land 7,000 individuals. Through private and government spon­
sorship, 18,000 refugees from this part of the world have been 
landed in Canada.

Last August when the UNHCR made an international appeal 
for some 5,000 settled individuals, Canada pledged 10 per cent 
or 500 on top of the other measures taken. It shows in a very 
clear and powerful way that Canada continues to lend a helping 
hand to those who are in need.

The Speaker: This brings question period to a close. I had 
notice earlier today of a question of privilege. As you know, I 
hear questions of privilege as soon as possible after question 
period.

I address myself to the member for Ottawa West. Because it 
was not the full time allotted, I will hear her question of 
privilege tomorrow.

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway, NDP): Mr. 
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Transport.

British Columbians are outraged at the suggestion that the 
Liberal government, supported by the Reform Party, is going to 
privatize Ports Canada police in the port of Vancouver.

In view of the negative impact this is going to have on 
smuggling and other crime control in the port of Vancouver and 
the overwhelming opposition to this plan from the communities 
affected, will the minister assure the House that he will not 
proceed with his shameful plan to privatize Ports Canada police 
in Vancouver, a plan which the Reform Party of British Colum­
bia has supported?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, I find the hon. member’s question incredible, being 
from British Columbia and knowing the importance people in 
that province attach to being able to operate the port of Vancouv­
er, the biggest, most important port in Canada. They have been 
asking for years to have the right to operate the port, to make 
decisions in British Columbia, in Vancouver, about the opera­
tion of that port.

It is a multi million dollar operation with enormous potential. 
The hon. member now stands in the House as a member of 
Parliament from British Columbia and says to the Government 
of Canada “give up the port, develop an autonomous organiza­
tion that is responsible for all the decisions related to the port”, 
but he would have us keep responsibility for 43 port police in an 
operation of that size.

I believe that if the people of British Columbia and the people 
of Vancouver wish to operate the port of Vancouver, they are 
more than competent to be able to take care of the policing 
responsibilities that go along with the port.
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GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS 
Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of 

the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam 
Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), I have the honour to 
table, in both official languages, the government’s response to 
five petitions.

[English]

INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS 
Mr. Bob Speller (Haldimand—Norfolk, Lib.): Madam 

Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 34, I have the honour to 
present to the House a report from the Canadian branch of the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association concerning the 19th 
Canadian regional seminar which was held in Toronto, Ontario 
from November 24 to 26, 1995.

PEACE PLAN

Mr. Stan Dromisky (Thunder Bay—Atikokan, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration.

On November 21 a peace plan to end the fighting in Bosnia- 
Hercegovina was signed, yet many individuals are still suffering 
the effects of the conflict.

Can the minister tell the House how his department has 
responded to the crisis?

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of 
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam 
Speaker, I have the honour to present the 109th report of the 

Hon. Sergio Marchi (Minister of Citizenship and Im- Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding 
migration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for his the request from the Standing Committee on Human Rights and 
question. It is well known and recognized in Canada and the Status of Disabled Persons to change the English version of 
internationally the role that our peacekeepers have played in the committee’s name to Standing Committee on Human Rights 
that part of the world. and the Status of Persons with Disabilities.


