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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, March 15, 1995

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayers

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

WORLD CONSUMER RIGHTS DAY

Mr. Dennis J. Mills (Broadview—Greenwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, today is World Consumer Rights Day as declared by
Consumers International, formerly known as the International
Organization of Consumer Unions. Throughout the world, con-
sumers are marking this event by taking part in activities
stressing their contribution to the marketplace in our society.

Consumers have a vital role to play in maintaining the wealth
and competitiveness in this country. Indeed, over 60 per cent of
Canada’s GDP is attributed to consumer demand. Consumers’
voices should be heard and their rights recognized.

Consumers International has a membership of 185 organiza-
tions from 80 nations whose fundamental concerns are to protect
the rights of consumers and to promote social justice and
fairness in the marketplace. The organization assists consumer
groups in developing countries and initiates research action on
issues such as pharmaceuticals, pesticides, tobacco and baby
foods. It facilitates comparative testing of consumer goods and
services—

[Translation]

MINING INDUSTRY

Mr. Bernard Deshaies (Abitibi, BQ): Mr. Speaker, by fail-
ing to announce measures to stimulate the mining sector, the
latest budget brought down by the Minister of Finance is helping
to marginalize an industry that generates major spinoffs for a
number of regions in Quebec and Canada, for instance in my
own riding and in the ridings of many of my colleagues on both
sides of the House.

Through its failure to act and its lack of commitment, the
federal government is jeopardizing the operations of an industry
that is already experiencing problems. In fact, the Mining
Association of Canada refers to the budget measures as both
harsh and ineffectual and as a threat to the future of the mining
sector.

According to the Association des prospecteurs du Québec,
Quebec’s mining industry may well consider whether its partic-
ular sector would not be better served by a legislative frame-
work under which only the Government of Quebec would have
the power to intervene.

[English]
BIG ROCK BREWERIES

Mrs. Jan Brown (Calgary Southeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
Albertans are demonstrating that they are willing to support the
arts without massive federal assistance. Yesterday the Toronto
based Council for Business and the Arts in Canada announced
the winners of the 17th annual Business in the Arts awards. I am
so pleased to announce that Big Rock Breweries from my riding
of Calgary Southeast has received the award for community
support.

The shrinking budgets in all areas of our economy demand we
seek new, innovative and creative ways of accessing funds,
including the cultural sector. Big Rock Breweries from Alberta
is leading the way as a private sector supporter for the arts. Last
year Big Rock provided over $100,000 to over 40 different arts
groups. It views its cultural support as a wise business practice
and not as a charitable donation.

Thanks to the support of Big Rock Breweries, groups like the
Alberta Theatre Project and the Muttard Public Art Gallery are
thriving. Albertans indeed are leading the way in private sector
support for the cultural sector. I applaud Big Rock Breweries.
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JAMEL TWINS

Mr. Jag Bhaduria (Markham—Whitchurch—Stouffville,
Ind. Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I wish to extend my congratulations
and appreciation to Mr. S.G.P. Jafry, a prominent member of the
South Asian community, and to the Scarborough Muslim
Association. Mr. Jafry was the fund raising co-ordinator respon-



