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Mr. Knowles: They are No. 15, No. 24 and
No. 28. My young friend from Vegreville
cails out "collusion", but I prefer to cali it
co-operation. It just so happens that these
three members who have presented these
three bis arc younger chronoiogically than
sorne of the rest of us in thîs bouse, but we
who may be a littie older chronologically like
to feci we are just as young as they are in
spirit.

I do flot want to take up too much of the
time, Mr. Speaker, for that could defeat the
bill, whicb is so easily done in this private
members bour. I do want to support the
argument the hon. member lias made and I
carncstly appeal to the governmcnt bouse
leader, citber at six o'ciock today or the
carlicst opportunity, to refer the subjeet mat-
ter of these threc bis and tbe threc resolu-
tions to which I bave rcferred to the stand-
ing committee on privileges and elections.

May I point out to the govcrnment bouse
leader that it is the usual practice for us to
rcview the Canada Elections Act affter eacb
election. This revicw gencraily resuits in
amendments being made to that act in the
light off the experience at tbe most recent
election. I believe there lias been no such
amendment off the Canada Elections Act
since the election off 1962. 1 agree that the
period frorn 1962 to 1963 was rather short,
and se was the period ffrom 1963 to 1965.

Unless we act soon, we are going to find
ourselves going into another election without
having had this customary and desirable
review of tbe Canada Elections Act. I believe
this question of the age of voters is one
subjeet tbat ought to be referrcd to that
committce s0 that it can be deait with before
the ncxt clection. I believe too that the report
of the committee on election expenses shouid
be referrcd to that cornmittee. I think the
question of the namnes of tbe political parties
being put on the ballot and other matters off
that sort should be denît with. These are
very important matters. It is flot good enough
to tell us an election is not coming next
month or so, because under this government
time bias a way of slipping by without tbings
gctting done. These issues related to the
Canada Elections Act are important, and the
one tbat is before us today is extremely
important. I should like to indicate my sup-
port for tbe principle off the three bis and
tbc thrcc resolutions to whicb I bave
refcrred, and I urge that their subjcct matter
be referred to the cornmittee on privileges
and elections at the earliest possible moment.

[Mr. Fane.]

Hon. Gardon Churchill (Winnipeg South
Centre): Mr. Speaker, I am sure you are
surprised that I should be participating in
this debate. According to the bon. member
for Kcnora-Rainy River (Mr. Rcid), I surcly
must bclong to a gencration that is so far
removed frorn the 18-ycar-olds tbere is no
contact or discussion whatcver. I bappen to
be a person who voted whcn I was just 18
years of age, so I have had experience in this
matter. Yet, cven in that period, wbich the
bion. member for Kenora-Rainy River would
consider to bc a period of rather "Middle Age"
darkness, I undcrstood what I was doing, and
s0 did ail the other people who werc with me
of similar age. This was in the election of
1917, over in France. Since I was in tbe
army, I bad the privilege off voting when I
was under 21 ycars of agc. I bave bad tbis
experience. We werc competent at that time
and understood what was going on in the
world. Wc did flot know anytbing about
television or ministers who wcre in charge of
television. Ail that was beyond our ken. We
knew nothing about sputniks. We did not
bave radios. However, wc knew something
about life, and we understoed something off
human nature. We knew tbere was a parlia-
ment in Canada and wc knew people were
elected to that parliament.

We were just as competent to cast a vote
thcn, as long ago as that, as these modern era
types who are supposed to be so much better
educatcd than the people off the long distant
past. 1 spent 17 ycars in the field of educa-
tion attempting to bring along the younger
generation. Most of the people who came
under my jurisdiction have donc rather weli
in if e. Howcvcr, I must say when I sec thcm
now 1 say to them, "You are ail middle aged
and to me you look just likc ail the rest of
the middle agcd people in Canada; I wonder
why 1 spent se much time trying to bring
you along when you wcrc in high sebool?" I
do net sec any diff erence in tbern now.

I do not raise any objection to this bill or
the other bis that are similar. 1 hope tbc
subject matter is referred to the committcc.
The time is going to come when the age lirait
will be lowercd. Perhaps, as the hion. member
for Carleton (Mr. Bell) pointcd out to me a
littie while ago, it shouid be donc in conjunc-
tion witb sctting the age off legai liabiiity of
people. Thcre is a move on foot now in
various jurisdictions to considcr whethcr or
not age 21 shouid flot corne down to 18 fromn
the standpoint off legal status. The bon. mcm-
ber thinks these tbings go togtether. When

3898 November 3, 1967


