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tion of the dumping regulation; if not, whe-
ther the present opportunity could be taken
advantage of in spite of the fact that t.he
proposed dumping resolution is to be struck
out?

Mr. ROBB: The question is now before
the House.

Mr. CALDWELL: I think that if the
clause proposed to be struck out were read
to the committee it would avoîd soine oubt
or confusion in the minds of hon. members
as to what we are striking out.

Mr. ROBB: If hon. mesnbers refer to the
Votes and Proceedings of March 24, they will
see that I arn proposing to strike out the
resolution to amend the dumping clause.

Mr. GOOD: 1 .understand that the Acting
Minister of Finance claîied, when he an-
nounced the with&iawal of this resolution some
tirne ago, that the present regulations were
adequate. Amn I to understand that the
present regulations give the same adequacy
as tihie proposed amendmnent was supiposed to
provide? Because, it seems to me that the
resolution which it ià now pro.posed to strike
out gives to the customs officiais a tremendous
power, a power whieh they ouglit not to have
under any circumatances. I should therefore
like to know whether or not the same power
of artitrary valuation resta with the officiais
at the present time.

Mr. ROBB: We are proposing to strike
out the resolution givîng the officiaIs the
very power to which lie objecta. The act
will therefore remnain ss it is now, and it will
be applied to imports of dutiable goods when
they are valued at less than the fair market
value in the country of origin-that provision
lias been in our statutes for lnany years and
it will continue. I do nlot think I have any-
thing to add to that statement.

Mr. GOOD: My reason for putting the
question is that there have been a good many
complaints as to the determination of "fair
market value" in valuing goods for customs
purposes. Thie minister miglit give some
assurance to the House, if hie can, that there
are no abuses existing at the present time
in connéction with this particular matter.

Mr. ROBB: Does my bon. friend dlaim
that the valuation bas been too, high, or too,
low?

Mr. GOOD: I have no personai know-
ledge of sucli valuations, but we bave heard
lion. mnembers mention thern. 1 have heard
frequent charges that the valuation which has
been placed upon articles for this particular
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purpose lias been inuel higher than the
market value in the country of origin. I
should like to know, therefore, for my own
information, liow the officiais determine the
fair market value of these goods in the coun-
try of origin?

Mr. ROBB: As my hon,. friend knows,
they have methode of gaining that informa-
tion. Ajccording to rny observation most of
the complaints that have corne to the depart-
ment are that the valuation has been too
low.

Mr. FORKE: It depends upon which
quarter it cornes from.

Mr. ROBB: It is administered by regula-
tions in the Customs and Excise Department.
There is a Customs Board dealing with the
regulations to which the importera may ap-
peal. Generally I think it lias heen fairly ad-
ministered. It bas been in operation since
1906.

Mr. CALDWELL: I presumne the com-
plaint that the valuation lias been too low
cornes f rom the Manufacturera' Association.

Mr. ROBB: No, not neceasarily; not al-
ways.

Mr. CALDWELL: I think it would be
doubtful if the minister would claim that it
would corne f rom the conspimers.

Mr. HIOEY: The minister says it applies
to dutiable goodsa. Does it not apply to
free goods as well, such as binder twine?

Mr. ROBB: Oh, yes.

Mr. CIHURCH: The formal resolution with
regard to the dumping clause was announced
in the budget speech, but later the Acting
Minister of Finance (Mr. Robb) gave notice
that lie would withdraw it. When lie firat
announced the withdrawal of the dumping
clause it met with applause from my lion.
frienda to my left; no doubt it was a sur-
render of the government to the free trade
policy of those hon. memhers.

In the large cities of Canada there is a
proteat from every business man about the
way in which German and American gooda
are being dumped into this country. If you
walk into any of the departmental stores in
the city from which I corne you will find that
German goods of mapy kinds are being sold
over the counter, and it is- impossible for the
smaîl retailer or the large or amail manufac-
turer to compete under exiating conditions.
An almost unanimous wisli has been expressed
that the government should provide a drastic
dumping regulation, to take care of our


