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Hon. Mr. TARTE. I am talking especial- the lowest rate ever attained, and 1 ar
ly from the standpoint of the port of Mont- advised that it compares favourably witl
real. The rates are about the same from tle the rate by New York.
port of Quebec. At times they are a little 3r. COCHRANE. Has tle riglt hon.
.higher, for the excellent reason tiat the gentleman the freiglt rate fron Chîcago
port of Quebec has not been able to supply and
the same kind of freiglit that Montreal does,
but as a rule the rates are the sane. As Tue MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
regards Halifax and St. John, I cannot say, MERCE. f cannot give the rate on cheese
but I believe that I am right in stating tht and butter. Lt varies a good deal. Fro
the Canadian Pacific Railway, now that it such a point as Midland to Liverpool, the
has acquired a fleet of its own, will be able rate is i2tc. That would give 51c. to tle
to mae trougli rates just as cbeap as any I steamship and 7 rc. to the railway.

America compauy. If we stand by our 3r. KEMadP. I would not take second place
Canadian route, we will accomplislî our to my hou. friend front Montreal, St. Mary's
object. Te nations of the world, wltich (Hou. 3r. Tarte), li my ertli.siasm alout
have become great, were not discouraged the St. Lawrence route. I did not design
at the flrst attempts. I liavc been readiug to bring about the discussion that lias arisen
lately a good deal of the Ilistory of tue Gem- as to oe St. Lawrence route as a route
mian empire, wlil la-day i second as a fMr freiglit traffc I spolte of the caTiage
maritinme power. 11w was that accom- of nails and the subsidy e are giving
plised ? Because it lias not been afraid a for the carrying et mails. I agree
spe' d nmoey on its own waterways and in vith a great deal of what las been
subsidizing ris ow ilaviation cmpaies. said by my lion. friend (Hon. 3fr.
Its trade now covers the world. Twire s Tarte), and sould say fnurther that
ne reason wy, wben we certaiscly bave the Ibis year up teo te preseit tinte, niore
clicest route, we would net ls atl te freiglit lias gone by the St. L rarece route
mane it tlie best. Tet lis neo forget trat t ea iii ay other sii ilar peried l the past.
tie St. Lawrence route, for perislable prom T-is of itself nust prove tbat he freiglit
ducts suei as butter awd teese, k far rates ay tlat ouate must li favourable, at
superior te ad e Auerican routes, as it is least se far as grain is c fucrted. As to
nooler an fresher. If t e lioe. inister of butter ami r cese, that is antier questior.
Agriculture woul allow be to malfe a sug- bThe St. Lawrence route is tue popîlar route
gestion, I would sggest te forget tlat has for dairy produets. Oar rdiaod in shipes
officers. wlen ave give, a great deal ofpo- Thdo ot avail tmpselves of the facilities by
teation to the agricultural trate, casld do etrican forts for tliese produets. One
more in Mlontreal. On the wharfs thlem- reason is that ours is cooler and the facilities
selves there should 'be refrigerators to re- are better. As to the insurance rates, it is
ceive the butter and cheese from the cars. to be borne in mind that wbenî the Canadian
We know very well that to carry butter and Pacific Railway bought out the Elder-Demp-
cheese only a half a mile under a hot sun ster Company, the insurance rates on the
will damage these products very mutc. vessels bought were reduced. That will
Therefore, I believe that it would be of the afford us sonie encouragement on this sub-
greatest advantage to the country to bave ject. We bave a riait ho regard the St.
on the wharfs at Montreal and elsewhere Lawrence route more lopefully thain at anîy
the accommodations which are found li ail tume in the past. I believe that the grain
equipped ports of the world. It always of this great northern part of the coiti-
surprises me to lear some of our friends nent w-ill go by this route in inereasing
complaining thiat we are speiding money on proportions year by year. What I w'ished
our harbours. Why, we have scarcely be- to draw attention to is this: The Minister
gunî to spend money. What is it to spend of Trade and Comnnerce has told us that
five or ten millions on a great national bar- nue qiaîtity of mail tlat vent Iy the Cai-
bour, when otiher nations are spending thir- idan steaamers, for wliieb we pay $150.000,
ty mîillions, iifty millions-any amouint that ivas 68,000 poîmnds. or about 35 tous.
may be iecessary to make their harbours
comiodious, speedy and capable of band- TIe MINISTER 0F TRADF AND 0031-
ling goods to advantage ? I apologize to the MERCE. Tiat is one wvay only.
comnittea for having spoken se long. -ur. KEMP. Would there be as mucli

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND C0M- coming ibis way?
MERCE. In answer to the lon. niember Tue IINISTER 0F TIADE ANI) C031
who asked the question. I may say that the ERCE. Not quite.
current rate froin our ports to Liverpool
is 51c. per 100 pounds ou wbeat and other 3fr. f quite adnit tiat the Taxi-
kinds of grain. isiaîî is a very fine vessai, and wv are tbankz

Hon.3fr.TARE. Iuat duing hisfui tibat ive have se very fine a vessel. liera
o. r. TARTE. That is during thisor t thers at are rdital.

sesoBut the vessels are net fast emugh foi

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND CO3f- a mail service. Iu the discussion tit las
IEICE. At preseit. TIat k, prolabl- takeR place, it uias be. elearly breuglit eut

Mer. COCHRANE.


