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fident that they possessed the affections and the confidence that for sevontoon or eightoon yoars we have been working
of the people of the Province of Ontario, why did they stoop with the franchise that we have adoptod, and have nover
to perform such a mean and contemptible act as to attack fonnd the least friction or necessity for changing that fran-
the seats of the leading men of tae Opposition ? But this chike. If we wanted any farther confirmation of it,
was on a par with the hon. gentleman's attempt to obtain we can find it in the fact that, in the neighboring
possession of the electoral vote of the Dominion of Canada Republie, with ail their diversified intorests, with al
by the money which was recoived from Sir Hugh Allan, their large extent of torritery, with ail their resources,
and now to crown his efforts in this direction ho brings and with their immense population, for nearly 110
down this Bill, at a late date in the Session, thinking the years they have found the State franchise perfectly sati4ac-
representatives of the people will be tired out and will net tory and perfctly sufficient. Thre was, thon, no nocessity
be inclined to fight this Bill, and to fight for the rights of whatever for introducing this measure. But there are
the people. But in this respect he is mistaken. I ar some other questions that have to be taken into considera-
satisfied that the small band who sit on the Opposition tion. Firat of ail, there is the question ef convenionce.
benoches to-day will fight it out all summer on this lino. Now, I have had a good deal to do in elections in my time.

1 have lad a good deal te do with arranging tho doectoral
Mr. WHITE (Hastings). Barking dogs never bite. divisons, and tho convenience of the people ougbt te be e

Someon. MEMBERS. Order.of the first things that the Governmnt and the Parliament
Born hon MEBF~R. Orer.consuit. I can remember whei, in Our Pî'ovince, the muni-

Mr. WHITE. I am in order. Barking dogs nover bite. cipal franchise was in one ferm, and the parliamentary
franchise in anether; when the polling places wore net coin-

Mr. SOMERVILLE. All these attempts were in charac. cident, and the is not a member rom Ontario, I believe,
ter. In the first place, ho tried to corrupt the electorate but remembers what a trouble it was te get people to under-
with money; in the next place, ho tried to obtain possession stand where tiey ought te go te vote, andmany of the
of the votes of the people by his Gerrymander Bill, and now votes were lest, because the people went from one place te
ho ha introduced this Franchise Bill for the purpose of another, and could net find the proper place te ve. fow-
disfranchising a large number of the electors of the ovor, the Governent took the matter iute considoration,
Dominion, and for the purpose of getting control of the and they fixed the basis ef tti polling divisions; thoy aIse
revision of the lists and appointing his own creatures to made the number of votera in oaci polling sub.division the
positions of trust and emolument to carry out this attempt same for boti municipal and parliamentary elections, and I
to control the electoral vote of the Dominion. I say it is think I may say thnt the municipal councils throngheut the
not creditable to the right hon. the Minister who leads the country have mado the polling divisions for both elections
Government, and is not creditable to those who support it,:the anme. What la )toposed by thia measure? It pro-
that, in the fullness of their strongth, when they are pes that tbese heu iiaries shah be completely eblito-
boasting of their strength in overy debate which takes place rated, se far as the D .minion elections are concerned, and
in the House, they should stoop to take such measures as tiat tiese irresponsible parties, these parties who are
they have taken in introducing this Bill, for the purpose of reaponsiblo te ne body, should have it in their power te fix
strengthening their position. If they are strong in the con-the boundaries as they sec fit. Tiey may gerrymander
fidence of the people they do not reed to introduce any them if thcy sec fit, and may make them as long as our
such measure, and, if they do su 11d in pubhiag it through, friend rom North Ontario toM us bis cnstitucncy was,
I am satisfied that there are many independent Conserva- and may put the people te ail tie inconvinience they may
tives throughout this Dominion who will be able to say that cheose. But, fix it how they wiII, unless they take tie same
they have given their last Conservative vote. It gives the basis as tînt fixed for tic municipal and provincial polhing
Opposition party considerable strength to know that a break places, confusion and inconvenience must necessarily ensue.
las been made in the Miinisterial ranks, by the fact that at (lose!y connected witi thc question cf cenvenience is tic
least two gentlemen on that side of the House have had question of ceaI. Now, Sir, tînt is a most serious question.
sufficient independence to express their opinions in regard 1 would like te ask tus fouse if tic state cf our finances at
to this iniquitous measure, and I am satisfied that there are the pront moment warrants us in incurring nny ndditional
many more over there sitting on that side of the House expendituro? Is tîcre a man who las considered tic
who would gladly endorse their views, were it not that th question inteligently wio dees net know tint if this Bill
party whip is brought to bear on them, and they are in.bocomes law n most«aIarmin, incroase of expenditure must
duced to forego their own convictions and to support this bo inourred? Tichon. mombor for West Lamiton (Mr.
mensure.Lister) fixed the ameunthat n hleast hat a million dollars,

and I believe ho was, it anything fbelr tcnmark. f speak
Mr. AIRUSTJONG. I wonld net, at this Inte stage of with knowledg f the subjefct. had four years' experience

thc debato, lave attcmpted te take up ttic Lime of tie ieuse, in preparing votera' listae nd afterstft I hnd twelve yars'
were it net tînt I foo tilat, in a mensure of snct immense im- experience in pying for them after thley wer madeo; and I
portance as th eone now beforo tieflouse, ih is lie duty cf state, as my firm conviction, frnat if t1s B10boesiaw,
every member te put himself on record. I de net intend te ai leas thaf a million dollars will be involved annully in
take up the urne cf theBlouse at any great lengti; suitl, direct payment by tficGovermentle these officiais and
thero arc two or tîrce fentures of thc mensure tint I wish tae incidentai expenses. But there are oter considerations
particulnrly te, notice. ThIc daim bas been made tînt it is tan theroqestio sc do net see tekweig mucnwith
necessnry thnt we siould lave a uniferm franchise throug ion. gentlemen opposite. ih was only tai nig t tint we
eut thc wiotc Dominion, for tic sako of uniformiy. Tînt,b hoard te ion.modmber for Montret Eat (nir. Coursel)say
1 tiink, as far ns I rernember, is about tie most cogent tiat we lad only te considrieaims of the i majority; tont
argument tint iabon used by gentlemen on tic otoer if a thingr wai good for the majority it oug t te bcome
aide cf the flouse. Now, tic question cornes: tiere any lnw. Bcut there aregentlemen, io are in the minority
necessity for tis mensure? Have thc people expressed nw, and who, if nis becomes law, muaia ho put te
ainy wisitint sud a mensure as this should be placed uponfancnen inmous expense personally. Il wineot affect con.
tle Statute Bock ? Ibave net heard tic wish expresaed by gentlemen opposite; for, according te toc gevernment plan,
a single elector since I first lad thc lonor cf inving a éeat tivir expenses wil beal paidel but if we tek at the eat to
in ibis louse, and se far as tic matter cf necesity is con- tecvoter' list e and tecceto f appea , ye n wilsecationt
cerned, tînt, I Lhink, la set comptotoly ai rest, by the fact gentleymn ou the aside of thec flouse s long as they

Mr. SONRaVILLE (Brant)i


