-54-
multinational formations.

3. The principle of collective effort in Alliance defence is embodied in practical arrangements that
enable the Allies to enjoy the crucial political, military and resource advantages of collective
defence, and prevent the renationalisation of defence policies, without depriving the Allies of their
sovereignty. These arrangements also enable NATO's forces to carry out non-Article 5 crisis
response operations and constitute a prerequisite for a coherent Alliance response to all possible
contingencies. They are based on procedures for consultation, an integrated military structure, and
on co-operation agreements. Key features include collective force planning; common funding;
common operational planning; multinational formations, headquarters and command arrangements;
an integrated air defence system; a balance of roles and responsibilities among the Allies; the
stationing and deployment of forces outside home territory when required; arrangements, including
planning, for crisis management and reinforcement; common standards and procedures for
equipment, training and logistics; joint and combined doctrines and exercises when appropriate; and
infrastructure, armaments and logistics cooperation. The inclusion of NATO's Partners in such
arrangements or the development of similar arrangements for them, in appropriate areas, is also
instrumental in enhancing cooperation and common efforts in Euro-Atlantic security matters.

4. Multinational funding, including through the Military Budget and the NATO Security Investment
* Programme, will continue to play an important role in acquiring and maintaining necessary assets
and capabilities. The management of resources should be guided by the military requirements of the
Alliance as they evolve. '

5. The Alliance supports the further development of the ESDI within the Alliance, including by |
being prepared to make available assets and capabilities for operations under the political control and
strategic direction either of the WEU or as otherwise agreed.

6. To protect peace and to prevent war or any kind of coercion, the- Alliance will maintain
conventional forces based in Europe and kept up to date where necessary, although at a minimum
sufficient level. Taking into account the diversity of risks with which the Alliance could be faced,
1t must maintain the forces necessary to ensure credible deterrence and to provide a wide range of
conventional response options. The Alliance is committed to providing for its deterrence and
military response needs with conventional forces, as part of a global process of nuclear disarmament
to which all allies have committed through their adherence to the NPT. Until this process is
complete, the nuclear forces of the Alliance remain essential to preserve peace. :
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