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The Standing Committee's report,"Canada and the Nuclear Challenge"
is a reference point for further debate and analysis and will shape Canada's
role and objectives. The report was flot released at the time of the three roundtables
but the final draft recommendations were examined by Michel Fortmann, University of
Montreal, at the Kingston roundtable
(Appendix 1>
There will b. 150 days to respond to, the Standing Committee's
report once released on Dec. 10, 1998.

2. Elimination:

a) "Prohibition": John Steinbruner, Brookings Institute in Washington, DC, stated
that elimination of nuclear weapons must be taken very seriously. He claimed that
ultimate elimination was flot feasible in the near future and introduced the goal of
"'prohibition" whereby weapons are put into a "status of other than active". ln his opinion,
abolition of weapons needed much more thought and new strategies andi practices neeti
to b. developeti.

b) "Safety": The immediate nuclear operatlng conditions are very unsafe
worldwlde, with new proliferators in Asia. Problems are compounded as the US andi
Russia are using standard Colti War deterence <execute within 20 minutes) when Russia's
current capaclty Is about a century behind that of the Unitedi States. Russia is drifting with
a deterioratlig infrastructure. "W. have not fathomeci thie problems in Russia - deep
structural problems which have become an unmovable burden andi consequently the
greatest security issue in the world." (Stelnbruner, Victoria roundtable) Alyn Ware raised
the concerns expresseti worldwlde about Y2K.

c) Disclosure: Stelnbruner recommended an accurate accounting system be
deslgned and anti executeti worldwlde - a transparent, accurate accountlng of aIl nuclear
weapons as a step in achlevlng the goal of prohibition. Alyn Ware further emphasized
the flBw disarmament aaenda point of creating inventory for both nuclear weapons andi


