
Canada, with its multilateralist credentials 
and potential to influence the United States, is 
uniquely placed to redefine the basis for "collective 
action" in the 21st century. 

- Dialogue participant 

Another topic attracting much comment from Dialogue 

participants is the strained state of the international 

order and multilateral institutions following the ten-

sions over the Iraq crisis—particularly the United 

Nations and the NATO alliance. While Canadians 

are strongly in favour of multilateral approaches and 

institutions built on foundations of international law, 

many believe that existing organizations need major 

renewal and reform. Concerns focus on the UN 

Security Council and the UN Commission on Human 

Rights, but are also directed at international economic 

organizations such as the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF), World Bank (WB) and the World Trade 

Organization (WTO). Some participants urge Canada 

to provide leadership, as a mediating middle-power 

country, in efforts to renew the multilateral system and 

make it more effective in addressing global problems 

that have only collective solutions. 

Sustainable Development 

If foreign policy is, in part, a statement about 
the kind of world we want to live in, then surely 
sustainable development is at the core of it. 

- Dialogue participant 

Canada should, in  future, commit more firmly 
to promoting international agreements aimed at 
protecting the environment. I am thinking more 
specifically here of agreements protecting biodiver-
sity. So economic promotion, yes, but in an envi-
ronmentally _friendly manner. 

- Dialogue participant 

Many participants see environmental and sustainable 

development issues as central to the future of both 

Canada and the global community, some to the 

extent of calling for sustainable development to be a 

"pillar" in its own right, or even the overarching prin-

ciple of Canadian foreign policy. The promotion of 

sustainable patterns of production and consumption 

in developed and developing countries, attention to 

climate change and ratification of the Kyoto Accord, 

conservation of biodiversity, and management of 

renewable resources and risks to human health are 

all strongly advocated in Dialogue submissions. Some 

respondents also urge Canada to be more active in 

supporting clean technologies and other practical 

sustainable development solutions. 

Coherence end Capacities 

In today's complex and interdependent world, 
security, prosperity and culture all impact each 
other. For instance, countries that cannot provide 
their citizens with a decent standard of living or 
regimes that refuse  to do so are often among the 
most physically insecure and war-prone. It is time 
to acknowledge these interdependencies by using a 
new metaphor: perhaps that of a "lens" through 
which we view interlocking issues. 

- Dialogue participant 

While the 1995 statement Canada in the World 
described the three pillars as "interrelated and 

mutually reinforcing," many Dialogue participants 

urge that foreign policy integration be taken further, 

both in understanding international challenges and 

in improving coordination of governmental and non-

governmental partners within Canada, as well as 

internationally. A significant number of contributors 

also call for increased investment in diplomacy, 

defence and development assistance in order to 

strengthen Canada's capacities to act effectively 

and significantly in the world. 
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