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GUE~ST STUDENT FRONt GERMANY

Gerd Kohier, an 18-year-old student from Lahr,
Germanfy, is in Canada as the guest of Canadian
students and their parents.

The. idea of briaging a German student to Canada
originated wlth the 100-member band of Ottawa's
Laurentian High School, which began a European
tour at Amnsterdam last June. I mid-July the band
was in Lahr, where its members met Gerd, the boy
Who will b. sharing this school year with them.

He was flown to Canada late in August aboard a
Canadian Forces aircraft.

Gerd will receive a year's education, room and
board and a Canadiani winter wardrobe. He will also
have his spending money provided by the boys and
girls of the band, who raised it by selling tickets to
the concerts they presented during their European
tour.

(See Canadian Weekly Bulletin, Vol. 24, No. 12,
dated March 19, 1969, P. 3.)

CANADIAN MAPLES TIIRIVE IN U.K.

Although sugar-maple trees are uncommon in
Britain, 100 of them are thriving on a hillside in
Richmond Park near London. The trees, whicli were
flown over Iast October as six to eight-foot saplings,
had been grown by the Ontario Department of Lands
and Forests, and presented to mark the hundredth
anniversary of Ontario's officiai representation in
Britain.

EYE DAMAGE FROM LASER LIGHT

The Minister of National Health and Welfarp,
John Munro, has warned higlwschool teachers and
Students of the possibility of health hazards when
using laser equipment in classroom demonstrations
anid exrperiments. He called attention to the fact that
laser light could cause serious eye damage. The
Mnister was çotxuientig on a bill,. entitle4, "Radi-
ation Emitting Devices", which is mentioned for
Presentation to Parliament in the legisîntion list
tabled by the Prime Minister.

Ci 'A great many laser devices," Mr. Muaro said,
'are Curlently being promoted for classroom work and

their uses are being enthusiastically explored by
science students. They are exciting scientifle play-

thng a well as important tecMnical tools. One of
their attractions is that tliey are easy to make and

The Mnser warried that these devi.ces could be
a serious l'azard if used car.lessly. The danger, h.
PQite out, was insidious since the victim may feel
no diaconifoit at the time. I several cases a laser

bemstriking the. eye bas scarred the retitia and
casdan effective lotis of vision. Even reflections

frmthe beani cati be dangerous. It has been reporte4
thtit a beam reflected froat a glass bottie caused an

Mlajor-Genertul R.J. Lane, Commainder of Canada's
No. 1 Air Division in Lcchr, Germany, congratulates
Gerrnan student Gerd Kohier.

experimenter to suifer a permanent loss of visual
acuity. Early this year, a Canadian student required
medical treatment after operating a laser that he had
buiît for a science competition exhibition.

The proposed Radiation Emittin g Devices bill is
intended to ensure proper safety standards in the
design and construction of X-ray, microwave and
laser devices sold or impcrted into Canada. The
Minister emphasized that equlpment standards were
only one aspect of the problem, and in the case of
lasers, much of the responsibllity for safety would
still rest with the user.


