
differently and perhaps more successftilly. Some good examples of cooperation on water-related
issues include the International Joint Commission (IJC).

The last speaker, Ken Macartney, Director of the Environmnental Relations at DFAIT,
pointed out that water-related issues impact ail of the three basic pillars of Canadian foreign
policy: 1) economic prosperity, 2) peace and security, and 3) Canadian values. lI order to be
economically prosperous resources have to be protected. Various organisations (USC) and
bilateral as welI as international agreements on water sharing are integral to preventing conflict
and maintaining peace -- necessary conditions of a prosperous trading system. Protecting the
global commons and issues of human security as well as environmental security constitute an
important part of the Canadian value system.

Mr. Macartney pointed out Canada could draw on government, NGOs, and other private
and institutional support to contribute in international norm setting, offer policy advise on
sustainable water management issues as well as conflict prevention. He also drew attention to the
challenges of appearing too preachy when assisting countries with water problems that differ
vastly in kind and scope. Other question he posed: lI which context should global water issues
be addressed (iLe., regionally or bilaterally)? How do we achieve coherence, coordination and
cooperation in an environment of scarcity?

SYNOPSIS 0F THE DISCUSSIONS

The participants addressed the nature of water-related issues. Some raised the point that it
is not quite clear how the topic fits within the human security context and therefore some basic
defmnitional clarification is needed. Until recently water-related issues have been primarily
seen through the prism of water-related war/conflict (among states), putting the issues on
thA- fnn nf thi- hiimnn çs-pwrHtv norond12 enind nrnve challenarinç,. Thtis shift in focus çhnuld he


