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Annual consumption of plastic resins per caPita in Mexico
rose from 1/2 kilograms four aecades aco to reach presentiy
13 kilograms. However this is still low as compared tO West
Germany which is 112 kiloorams and the Unitec States 93

kilocrams. Consumption in Mexico my 1992 is expected to
reach 17 kilorams per person.

Both the Mexican markets for plastic resins and plastics

processinq machinery offer significant and growinc sales

apportunities for foreign manur-icturers and suppliers. The

new open market policies a0optec by the Mexican Government
since ioinina GATT in Aucust 1986, shaula areatly benefiz

Canaaian companies. on the one hand tariffs and other trace

barriers have been creatly re0uced or eliminated makina

importation easier and less costly. On the other hana
mexica's export aevelopment policies, and increasea
compatition from abroaC (such as the United States, Germany,
Italyj are forcinq the comestic industry ta be more

efficient and productive. This should translate into

inereasec imports of foreign technolocy, prcducts, equipment
ana materials. Canadian suppliers shoula he.*d these
circumatances ana take full &avantage of thesa potential

sales opportunities.

II ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

It is estimatea that Mexico's cross domestic procuet (GDP)

will grow at an ýver&qe annual rate ot 21-3Q. aurina the

period 1988-1992. Domestie economic activizy is showinc

sians of recovery, heaueu by the export ana import
substitutinc sectors. Durinq 1989 the Mexican Government

plans to continue the procrams let forth in 1987/98 of

increasinc publie sector investment, promote non-oil

exports, further devalop ana promote in commina tourism ana

the in-bond industries, as well as strenathen inernal
aemanci. In thîs liaht México had a favorab.'e trade surplus
of US$8.4 billion dollars in 1987, over 80% hicher than in

1986.

III PLASTICS INDUSTRY-RESINS

Annual consumption of plastic resins in Mexico is slichtly
over 1 milion tons annually and pro]ected to reach 2.3
million by 1995, or a arawth increase of 12% annual for this

sector.


