THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW 63

Rambles through Forest, Lake and River.

No. II.

In my last I spoke of some of the trials and pleasures
of camping-out in the wilderness, and gave a general
view of the trip which I made in July last with Prof.
Ganong through the system of lakes and streams which
find their outlet in the right-hand branch of the Tobique
River in northern New Brunswick.

On the morning of the fifth of July we found our-
selves encamped on the lower end of Trousers Lake,
twenty miles from the nearest settlement. Ouar guides
had departed, leaving us to pick out our own way
through the wilderness. It had taken us two days to
cross over that intervening stretch of twenty miles, on
a road that tried the endurance of the horses to the
utmost, over hills and through bogs, crossing strcams
swollen by recent rains, and winding occasionally along
thieir rocky beds, removing obstructions from the way,
such as “ windfalls,” and repairing * corduroy " bridges.
Occasionally the rain descended in torrents, and every
branch and leaf that we touched seemed only too ready
to pour down its accumulation of moisture on our de-
voted heads and shoulders. But what cared we! Did
not our “dunnage” bag, securely protected, contain
plenty of dry clothing, and did we not see at the end of
the day’s march the cozy little tent illumined by the
blaze of the camp fire, and did not our nostrils already
catch the aroma of coffee and our ears hear the refrain,
dear to the woodsman’s heart, of ham and trout gently
sizzling in the frying pan? So we took the day as it
caine, rain or shine, and the woods echoed with the
sounds of genial comradeship—the joke, the story,
snatches of song. '

Once our guide brought us a fine specimen of a
« Jack-in-the-pulpit,” or Indian turnip, with a well
developed bulb at the base, with whose pungent quali-
ties he did not appear to be acquainted. On our sol-.
emnly declaring that it was not poisonous he was pre-
vailed upon to chew a piece of it. When the aforesaid
pungent quslity * took hold ” he probably registered a
vow that he would make other victims writhe in torture.
But it was no practical joke on our part. Here was an
opportunity to teach effectively the name and properties
of at least one common plant by the laboratory method,
and our guide assured us that he was zealous to begin
the teaching.

+ Before reaching Trousers Lake we passed through a
magnificent stretch of forest, where rock maple, yellow
and white birch, beech and spruce, vied with each’ other
in height, symmetry and beauty of foliage. The most
impressive objects were the white birches, which pushed
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