
0Â?4ÂIÂN <OXXÂ JOURENAL

First Conference of Civic Imnprovemnent League of Canada
On January 20 the first Conference o! the Clivic Im-provement League of Canada was held under mo8taus-picious circumestances, when about 180 delegates met lnthe large Railway Comnmittee Room of the -House of Com-muns. Hie Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught dis-played his deep interest in the promotion of better civicconditions in Canada by being present to open the con~-ference.

Sir John WiliIQn Was in the Chair.Mayor Porter, of Ottawa, lu welcoming the nmemberssaid that no man could be as good a citizen if lie neglectedthe affairs of hie city. He belleved the time had corne,when the form o! municipal government shoiild undergoa change. The preseat system wae unwieldy. The bus~i-ness o! the city, he thought, could be more efflcietly admore economicaily governed by a commission. At thesam~e time niuch could be dune to Improve the preselit
system. Wise and efficient -dinA+.-I,

ment, with the least barmful resuits to the' citizens a!-fected during such periods, (7) enforcemnent of sanitaryprovisions, (8) avoidance of recurring m!etakeS ln adnministration due to isolated local action, (9) reductio'nlu cost of local Improvement without lnwering of standards o! construction, (10) unifying the methiods of valu-ing land for assesement, and other matters."Mr. Adams urged the importance o! the question o!fixing the values o! land for purposes o! asseesment.They should also ask for a censue department o! the gov-erument to obtain municipal statistics.
(A full report of Mr. Adam's Address will appear inMarch issue.)
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