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The Municipality and City Planning
GUY WILFRID HAYLER, Member, Institution of
Municipal Engineers; Member, Royal
Sanitary Institute, etc.

Until comparatively recent times the Municipality
has practically taken the planning of its area for granted.
Its code of regulations have been in the main general
ones, and any sectional plan has been considered
without taking into account its relationship to the
whole. The result has been that certain desirable
districts have been created, and a great many undesirable
ones. With the growth of the city in all directions, the
need of a comprehensive plan has become imperative,
and this has brought into being what is now a world-
wide movement for scientific city planning.

City Planning is of intimate concern to the Munici-
pality, because it vitally affects the well being of the
citizens. The Municipality must be the leader of
progress and not merely the guardian of whatever is
thrust upon it. City Planning means communal organ-
isation, and the city suffers in every way by allowing
streets and houses to be created without system. Con-
gested property means bad sanitation, disease and
death, and at the same time the propagation of an
increasing number of physically, mentally and morally
unfit members of Society. These are the burdens
thrown upon our hospital, asylum and police depart-
ments, involving the citizens in much avoidable expense,
as well as danger to the entire community.

The narrow street is awkward and inconvenient for
traffic; vehicles and pedestrians are impeded; trade i8
dislocated and accidents arise. The Municipality i8
called upon to provide extra police, who do their best
to create order out of an ever increasing chaos. It
means little fresh air and light to all the property upon
it, with unhealthy conditions: of labour and residence,
and without any counterbalancing advantages what-
ever. It establishes a waste of efficiency in health,
strength and happiness.

City Planning gives to the Municipality for the first
time a complete grasp of the whole city. It enables it
to coordinate all its parts and arrange all its various
phases of development, so that growth shall be harmon-



