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The services of this journal are offered through an
inquiry column, which is open to subscribers and the
Dbublic generally without charge, for detailed information
or opinion as to financial or industrial affairs or institutions
throughout the Province of British Columbia. Wherever
possible the replies to these inquiries will be made through
this column, Where inquiries are not of general interest,
they will be handled by letter. We think that we can
assure our readers that the opinions expressed will be
reliable and conservative, and that all statements will be
as accurate as possible,

imposed tariffs on British manufactures. No matter what
the suceess in the gaining of experience and the consequent
reduction in costs have been, the price of the Canadian
article to the Canadian consumer iy the price of the British
or American article plus the tariff and such has been the
experience that the Canadian manufacturer appears to be

~ indifferent whether the Canadian or the foreign article is

With any discussion of the problems of reconstruction

Any solution of questions that will arise on the conelusion of

ar, we do not think that any emphasis has as yet been laid
Uon the important question of domestic trade.

A great deal of the discussion that has arisen on after-
ar conditions has been on the subject of world export
Yade and the readjustments of international trade that will
€ necessary in consequence of German defeat. We speak

of the large markets that will open in Russia for Canadian
800ds and in South America, in France, in Britain and else-
here, An Export Association has been formed which is
Olng great preliminary work and is at present engaged in
tual forwarding of Canadian goods, but we do not know
any organization which contemplates a more effectual
eplacement of goods imported into Canada from other coun-
Mes by Canadian manufacturers. This, to our mind, was
€ great pre-war question, today remains the domestic war
q‘lestion, and will be a great after-war questlon._ 2
. Since the adjustment of Canada to war conditions Cana-
dian industry has advanced remarkably and the production
manufactures and their export has worked a marvelous
ehange in our international trade situation, but it is the war
thay has done this. Our factories have been busy on war
Yders and they owe their great activity to war conditions.
Ut on the-signing of peace war orders cease and the great
px:"blem of industry in Canada is to so replace war orders
1‘;" th domestic requirements that these factories may be
+ Pt fully employed to a maximum output. While Canada
N ipping these manufactures for war account overseas we
% the same time are importing from the United States
Vgsty greater manufactures in value than we ever haye
hlt.herto. ‘While the export trade is very valuable, its desir-
&bllity becomes very much reduced when viewed in the light
tl‘adeavy imports of manufactured goods for our domestic
e,

t, . We think that the prime effort should be directed not
" Wternational markets but to domestic markets_. The
Sreq, experience which Canadian factories have gained in
;mantity production should be invaluable in the manufac-

Te of goods which we so largely import_ from the United
w,ates, but the question of prices which is now secondary

0 after war be the prime consideration, and this will call
hgghthe highest ingenuity and for industrial efficiency of a

order, :

Ing In pre-war days we have developed our manufacturing
by, Stries through the tariff. The Canadian manufacturer
;Rrit.eompletely expressed his inability to compete with
to 1sh, European or American competltlon' and h(; has gone
. the Government for the erection of a tgrlff barrier to help
™ establish an industry and keep it going. We have even

purchased. Domestic competition has not operated to the
benefit of Canadian industry or consumers. Whatever the
fiscal policy in the future may be the Canadian manufacturer
cannot always depend upon a beneficient Government to
give him the profit which is indirectly taken from the people
of the country. ;

We think that the supreme need of Canadian business
interests is to see that all articles which ecan be manufac-
tured in Canada for Canadian consumption shall be under-
taken and that in the future when we have fulfilled domestic
requirements, we can look with more safety and with better
economie results to foreign markets for our surplus produects.
The effort should be directed towards the line of least
rgsistance. By this we mean to say that industry should be
directed toward making use of the natural products and
resources of Canada and the manufacturing of the raw pro-
duct into articles that go into domestic consumption. The
Paper industry of Canada is an apt illustration of this point.
We have the forest resources and we have erected paper
mills which now not only supply all domestic requirements
for newsprint, book papers, writing papers, cardboard, ete.,
but these Canadian paper products are entering actively
Into competition in the international market with the pro-
ducts of other countries. As an illustration to the contrary
however and with peculiar emphasis on the British Columbia
Situation is the lumber industry. We speak of the small
trade which we do with Australia in the British Columbia
market and we speak of the huge demand for lumber which

will come to British Columbia after the war for reconstrue-
tion in France and building operations in Britain. Of this
huge demand for British Columbia lumber for France and
Britain it cannot with certainty be stated but the British
Columbia lumber situation above.all things requires that the
tributary market on the prairies for its produets should by
efficiency in operation and by skill in handling be left en-
tirely to British Columbia lumber mills to such an extent
that American production cannot assume large proportions
In that market. This was not the situation when large
building operations were under way on the prairies during
the late boom. In the same way the products of our mines,
agriculture, ete., should be manufactured within Canada for
domestic consumption to the exclusion of the imported
article,

If we properly make use of the natural advantages in
the manufacture of the raw products produced in Canada,
we will be taking a long step forward in the direction of
eéconomic independence, which is the chief goal of every
country. This we consider to be a more important imme-
diate question than seeking foreign or international markets
for domestic manufactures.



