
THE VARSITY.
yet we must write guardedly concerning it. There is littie
doubt of the value of suggestive therapeutics, as every
physician is aware. We know that mental states and
bodily states interact on each other, that dwelling ia
thonght on a diseased part may cause pain. But this is
explained by the irritation that nerves carryiîîg impulses,
set up in the affected region. But snch influence lias its
limitation ;but ta decide j tst where is anc of the greatest
of probiemns. The extreme idea is that af Christian Science.
which holds that all diseases arc mental, and, witb a cer-
tain degree of religions faitlî, are under mental contrai.
J ust wbere hypnotism stands is difficult ta defiuue, as it in-
troduces the hinge factors of a forcign mind influencing in
minute details the mental plienomena of another, and the
total submission of the xviii power of the latter ta thiat of
the former. At miy present stage af stîidv 1 cannat grasp
the relations of any natural iaws tiîat accurately caver tue
wlîole of eachi case, and so must wait for mare liglît.

However, in explanation of sucli phenomena we must
be specially guarded against being deceived by a species
of psychological legerdemain that I helieve permeates
many of the theologicai, metaphysical and even scicntific
theories of the age. Telepathy was, and is yet a lad of
this nature in psychological circles, but it is lasing ground,
and we înay expcct soon ta flnd it amang tic debris of
undemonstratcd theories. 1 am convinced at the present
stage of my study tliat hunuan mental plienomena can
take place in no other region than in the confines of the
nervous system, and conseqnently can find no evidence
whatever for teiepatby, spiritualism, and mind-rcading,
where tiiere is no external tliread of suggestion or sense
communication, except the coiîîcideîîce of saine of tue
thoughts which, withi great rapidity and in marveilous
numbers, pass througlî the inirid of the suulject, coupicd
with the emphasis due ta tue mere fact of coincidcîîce,
wbich is alway more or less stniliing,. Aiso there is in the
subject often a strong and apparenti1y innate desire ta wrap
sncb a coiiîcidence witlh circîîînstances that render an cx-
planation difflcult, by ehininating ail passible cis ta its
solution. How often have we seen this sabtie failing in
aur friends ! Perhaps it is atm evidence of the doctrine of
total dep.ravity. It appears ta be governcd by aur feelings
of prepossessian or prejudice, and leads ns ta clîerisli tlîat
whicb we wiii ta choose.

In conclusion, 1 quote a passage from the N'icteentit
Centiiry af a few years ago, wiiich bears 0o1 soîine af tue
points at issue in which tliere are some (Iagmatic reîiiarks
that may apply in part ta hypnotisai as 1 have seen it from
many platforms, huit marc espccially ta otlier later day
psychologîcai fads.

IlTELEPATHV.

"Teiepatiîy sounds better ta modern cars tlîan nies-
meric trance or clairvoyance ; it lias no more sniistauitial
foundation. It is an attempt ta ciscover whîether it is
passible ta sce withaut eyes, ta lîcar xithout ears, ta re-
ceive or convey impressions withant the aid of the special
senses. The spirit-rappers, the Davenports, the Bîslîops,
the tbought readers, tue animai magrîctizers, have dropped
into darkness amîd are buried in the mud. Telepatiîy is a
silly attempt ta revive in a pseudo-scientiflc forni, sncb as
self deceptionl af this kind bias aiways assnmed, [)ut in a
very feeble form, and with very futile and imiane resaîts,
the failures and impostures of the past. Happily, it is
confined ta a fexv, and those, 1 am ashanied ta say, chicflv
in this coumntry. 1h bias a feebie anîd lingering existence,
and is uîîdoubtedly dcstined ta die imnîatureiy.

ITo conclude, then, tiiese delusions, thîis mîiracle-
mongering, these disordered visions and bysteric haluci-
nations, this exploitation af the lave of the mysherions,
these pseudo-magnetic attractions, tiiese siîam scicntific
floatings la the air, these fixations of tue body, thiese
thougbt-readings and foreteliings, these vainu pro-

nouncements concerving unseen worIds and invisible
planes of being, these playings on the fears, the
bopes, the feeble senses, the eager imaginations, and the
ill.balanced reason of the nmasses, are as old as-nay,
apparently older than-history. Sometimes ini this, as in
other thingys, we are temnpted to ask, ' Does the worid make
any progress, or are wc stili nîoving on the saine planes
and iii the same grooves of ignorance and superstition,
knavery, foiiy, and seif-deception ?

ArLPHFA.

THE LITERARY SOCIETY.

The postponed meeting of th e Literary Society was
hield Monday evening. After waiting in vain for the
arrivai of the customary croxvd, Vice-President Hancock,
in the absence of Mr, McLennan, took the chair.

The~ sind1 1 audience t1uickly cane ta order, and the
son of Venus and Zeno read the minutes. Mr. Scarfe
read a communication from the Osgoode Legal ai-d
Literary Society inviting a representative to their arînual
dinner. Mr. Shiotwell was presented with the enciosed
tickets.

A list of the conveners and officers of the Conversat
Commîttee was tiien read, and Messrs. Little and Munroe
lmme(liately raised various objectionîs to one naine on the
list, because lie was a third year man. The litile un-
pleasantness which threatened to disturb the mieeting was
queiled by a motion 'to refer the niatter back ta the
Execuitive. Fauit was also found with the committee iii
choosing a Mathematical, a Natural ncience, and a
Psvcbialogicai Cornmyittee for the Conversat. Mr. Little
said it was customnary for these societies to select thieir
own men. On a motion being put, it was (leGided ta
follow the custom.

The question wvietiier the ladies should lie asked ta
the meeting of the Mock Parliament after Christmas was
now broughit forward. After a long discussion as ta who
should have the hionor of bringing in a motion to the effect
tiîat they be admitted, Mr. Sandwell wvon the coveted prize.
On a vote, the motion ivas lost, and most of the ladies'
mea departed.

The meeting xvas now resolved into a Mock Parlia-
ment. Mr. Johnston \vas eiectcd Speaker.

The Hon. Mr. Boultbee mnovcd that Messrs. Sandwcli,
Hancock and the mnover be a committee to draft a reply ta
the Speech fromn the Throne. Mr. Hancock, iii seconding
tis miotion, madle one ai the most brilliant speeches of the
session. Tfle Opposition occasionally interrupted, and the
Speaker was forced ta miake Mr. Hancock rctract several
of bis statements, by proving conclusively hy Bouirinot, in
the hiands of Clerk Creighiton, that they were entirely ont
of orcler, but the bulki of lus voluminous speech was listcned
ta with great attention.

The member for Spadunk mroved in amrendmcrît tiîat
the discussion of the Speech from the Throne be contin îîed.
Tlîe original motion xvas carried.

Tfle Hon. Mr. Saîîdwell now appcarcd frorn the de-
vastatcd ranks of the Govcrnment, ta deliver the best
Budget Speech it lias 'been the pleasure of the Mock
Parl i arent ta listen ta for saine sessions.

He assured tic memibers of the Opposition that lie
wonid judge their actions, whciî in power, solely fromn the
report of the bIne book, and if they did not Ilblushi a
flaring red it xvas becaine thieir prospects of retura ta
power were bine indced." Someane said Mr. Little tricd
ta make a joke hiere, but huis is not vouched for.

Mr. Saîîdwell pruceediîîg told of a deficit of $7,aoo,ooo
iii tlîe Finance Ministcr's report, the year previaus. Smal
thoughi the amauint, the Honorable gentleman, and varions
menîbers of bath sidcs dwelt long and laborionsly in trying
ta expiain whiere it liad gone.


