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emPloyés, a system of heating by steam from the locomo-
tivep and lighting by electricity, is being introduced into
the PaBBenger car stock, of which 10.) cars are now fitted
With appliances for steam beating and 81 for electric
ligtiig" The steam heating is said to work admirably,
but the electrjc ligbt is leas satisfactory, being net only

'vlY expensive but also liable to get out of order on the
irney, thus often compelling a resort to the old system i

o! lanmps. Seeing the wonderful progress that has been1
Mnade in the matter of electric lighting within a very few

4 yeano it can scarcely be doubted that the removal of these
Objections is but a question of time. The car stove is no
dOubt a far greater menace to the safety of travellers than
the car lampe and the practicability of steam-heating, at
le'st, is surely sufficiently proven to warrant Parlia-
nent in compelling ail railway companies to substitute it
for the stoves which have so often been the cause of unne-
cessary and frigbtful suffering and bass of life in railway
accidents. We should have been glad to see that the
(Toerillent road was also taking the initiative in the
introduction of safer modes of car.coupling, guarding of
fro911 and in other ways protecting rail way employés f roui
th" dangers which now beset them and resuit in so dread-
ful a barvest of maiming and death. Wiil not soine meni-
ber of Parliament again urge the subject upon the atten-
tio' of the Goverument and House, during the current
session 1

TE eoutcome of the difficulty in which the U. S. Gov-
ernicent finds itseif involved in its endeavour to fulil

th' duties of nentrality in regard to Chili is heing looked
for wvith a good deal o! interest. The conduet of the'
'cPtain of the iata in calmly steaniing out o! San Diego
harî>our with the U. S. Deputy Marshal on board was

yiCdeI cool, and yet was wbat might perbaps have been
'Peted froni the master of au insurgent vessel belonging

neur recognized nationaîity, wbo consequently had every-
9Ii te gain and notbing to lose by making his escape.

l'he discovery, if it should prove to be a valid one, that
iternational law gives the United States the right, under

"itCumatanceF3, to capture the Itala on tbe high seas,
if he can find ber there, wiIl have been a surprise to

"""aY- The latest accounts seem, however, to make it
Probable that the fugitive steamer wilI not be found until,

at »U, ber cargo shall have heen safely landed, or that if
ehe shouîd be found the U. S. warship finding ber may

hvto reckon nlot only with ber armament, whatever
th&L Ihay be, but with that of another insurgent warship

as ~ "LThe singulaly indefini:e instructions which,
""0dilg t te N Y.Trbun, wregiven to h officers

of the tbree U. S. men-of-war sent in pursuit, muet add
a o littie to the difliculty and responsibility of those

Otlicer8. They were ordered, the Tri bune says, to take

th "11t«t, Provided it couid be done without Ilmanifest
injuryn~ te their own sbips. Should anyone o! these com-
'jlaud'ers Fitceed in overtaking the offending vessel, either
al One or with a more powerful escorte and sbould be sagely

eonclude On inspection that he could not capture ber with-
otdanger of Ilmanifeat injury " to bis own sbip, and

conueUitly sufer ber to go on ber way without molesta-
'i011, the affair would take on a somewbat ludicrous phase.
It 15 Possible tbat both, the Department aud the pursuing

e8icî whose sympathies may very likely be witb the
Congretisioral Party, will be just as weli pleased should
the Itaa escape tbem, especially as the probabilities seem
rther ini favour of the ultimate aucceBs of the insurgents,
i Wicb case the present Chilian Government would no
longer existe and the revolutionary one could hardly iay a

el'1for damages. ____

AeTtllNRsece do not always show the

eoulirOn people, at ita beat, and recent events in Germany

'*0111d stem to show tbat even Emperors are nlot always
Pc1fectly happy in their deliverances on sucb occasions.
eO Whatever impulse or exhilaration the extraordinary
rerogaucee o! some of Emperor William's recent utterances

'*s dule, it is nu wonder that it should bave aroused

tebentluent amnong some of the princes of the older self-
Roverning states o! Germany. Indeed to one accustomed
tu the dtinocratic air of this western world, or even of
t4o4erul England, it is difficult to see how tbe bumbleat

a Ljetin the realm, to say notbing of the statesmen and
Ote neni o! mark wbo were present at tbe banquet,

coQ' listen to such words witbout some feeling o! rising
hdîgu 5ation A Russian peasant, trained fromn childhood

the acholols to reverence the Czar as the incarnation of
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servile meekuesa to such declarations from the lips o!
majesty. But bow tbe educated, self-reliant, sud in their f
uwu estimation, as we had Hupposed, free people o! Ger-e
many could listen witb complaceucy te words even from
their Emperor, whicb relegate tbem seemingiy te the posi-
tion of*serfs o! an autocratic lord, rather than subjects o! a
constitutional king, it is bard te uuderstand. Lt is often
observed that the man who is cunscieus o! power to enforebis-
authority wbeu necesssry, sud wbo is truiy worthy te com- .
mîand, is usuaily the man wbo avoida most carefuily anya

harab or srbitrary assertion o! bis autbority. Such men were,
the father sud grandfather o! the present monarch o! Ger-a
many. t is not unreasonable to suppose that this modest f
avoidauce o! sny unnecessary show o! superiurity bad mucht
te do with winniug the confidence and affection o! thet

people. Lt remains te be seen whetber sud to what
extent sucb coarse self-assertion in masterful speech sudf
despotic bearing wiIl, if contiuued, be accepted with coni- r
piacency by a people o! high intelligence sud spirit, accus-c
tomed to gentier sud more modeat methoda.N

PARTI' PROSPECTS IN J>ReOVIN('IAL
POLIT JUS.

T ishances for the quidnuncs to be discussing Mr. Mowat's

cacsat the next general election for Ontario, but

we see they are at it. This is eue o! tbe results o! the
Federal Oppositions rapid deveiopment o! opinions that
were formerly believcd te be favoured by an insignificaut
miuurity of the whole people. The question is, whist effect
wili this change have on the fortunes o! the Provincial
Cabinet, whose series e! triumpbs were aIl gaiued under
the old conditions?

In June, 1890, the Ottawa Outs had net distinctly
accepted Mr. Goidwin Smitb's doctrines touching Cauada's
relations with the United States. Again, Mr. Blake's
conchiatory con usels in respect o! Canadiau race sud creed
disputes then dumiuated bis party. Furtber, there would
then bave been little absurdhty in siiegations that Geor-ge

Bruwn's wish te perpetuate Confederation sud British cen-
nectien had been closeiy adhered to by bis successurs in
journalism and politica. t was commouly believed that
Mr. Mowst could be depended 0f in ail imaginable cir-
cuinstauces, net only to withbold countenance from an
anuexationiat propagauda, but te take the phatform againat,
instead o! for, sny combination o! diaruptionista. An
important percentage o! the electors, regarding both Pre-

iers as essentially Conservative, had been long accus-
tomed te back Sir John in Federal sud Mr. Mowat in
Provincial affairs. Finalhy, the Irish element, uudeuisbhy
compact sud powerful, whether for good or evil need not
bu bore discussed, was then ail the more true te Mr.
Mowat because hc had nover appeared te league with poli.
ticiansi diferiug froni Mr. Blake on matters o! prime

importance. Se much for peints o! interconnection hetween
the Provincial lus aud the Federal Outs.

But the face o! purely Provincial poitica is swiftly

chsnging, tue, in consequence o! the exhaustion e! intereat
in the long race sud creed wraughe that began with the
Ssskatchewan troubles, culminated witb the Jesuit Estatea
Act agitation, sud inciudod the French achouis' sud Separ-
ste achools' outcry. The Excitement in Ontario bad impor-
tant effecta which are net iikely te be forgetten by those
moat interested. Under the pressure e! men sud jouruas

then opposed by sud now plainly dominant over the party
that ne longer includea Mr. Blake, the Provincial 'Cabinet
conceded pretty much everytbing seriousiy demanded by
the opponents o! the power!ul Roman Catholit' element.

it is net improbable, we are assured on fair authority,

that Mr. Frazer will fail in controliing bis co-religioniats

next time, uniesa a much larger share o! the patronage
that ha net sought by messengers sud charwomen be placed
at bis disposaI. Arcbbishops, Bishops, Vicars-General

and Parish Priests are, a!ter 9Il, buman like the rest o! us,
suad the natural man bitterly resents heiug shoru by those
te wbom be bas givef many triumpha in confidence that

they wouid secure bis interestia.
But thAse considerations ne more warrant pruphecies

that Mr. Mowat wihl next time be de!eated than coutrary

prophecies that he wiil net suifer !rom the remarkable
change in conditions. There is, as Disaeli remarked, ne

gambling like politics. llnexpected changes may ceme

over the scene. We may bowever safely bazard the asiser-
tien that Mr. Mowat's skilh sud popularity will be regsrded

1as aitogether transcendant shouhd he, a!ter holding office
kfor over twenty years as the tauancheet friend o! Confeder-

aticin and British counection, survive four yeas' close
fraternization with gentlemen who, to say the least, are not
exactly champions of either.
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F R1E blissful atate of a nation "lthat bas nu history"
ought to find its parallel in the Dominion Parliament

ust now. There is absolutely littie or nothing to chronicle
about the proceedings of tbat august assembly, and the
>nly activity displayed as yet bas been in arranging schemes
of recreation to counteract the effects of severe mental
strain auticipated by the members. In view of their
future efforts they are prudently abstaining at preseut from
the wear and tear of brain tissue ; iudeed were it not for
the fact that Ilspring bas set ini witb its usual severity,"
and that the air bites shrewdly round Parliameut 1Hill,
one might expect to see the legisîstors on the iawus in
flannels, dreaming of a land" where it was alwsys after-
rxoon "-witbout the sittings

No doubt the indisposition of Sir John Macdonald and
of the Leader of the Opposition bave had something to do
witb this pause of comparative inaction. The magnetic
pfrsonai influence o! the Premier is feit at once in the
House, and it is sincerely to be boped that a few dayH
more will see him reatored to that vigour which bas neyer
failed bun in any crisis any more than that cousumnmate
tact which bas ever distinguiabed him.

In the absence of Mr. Laurier, Sir Richard Cartwright
bas been to the fore during the brief sittinga of the bouse.
bis oratorical fligbts, largely made up o! invective, were
scarcely calculated to eaae the aircady very strsined rela-
tions between the parties; and it is certainly pusbing
inatters far beyond the courtesy indispensable between
opponients, even in tbe political arena, for bum to upbold
the Grit policy of exclusion. The refusaI te allow Mr.
Corbould to Ilpair," on an occasion of sucb urgent neces-
sity, was a distinct miistake in policy and a Ilmaugre " in
good feeling that could acarcely be equalled even on the
Home Rule benches on "lthe other aide." The members
wbo are just now absent beiug nearly al! Conservatives,
the Opposition, nu doubt, expect to score should a division
be taken this week ou Mr. M. C. Cameron'ï Bill for the
repeal of the Franchise Act. En 'revanche, the (loverniient
bave had the pleasure of welcomiug the Premier back to
the House. Rie took bis place amid congratulatory cheers,
iookiug particuiariy bright and cbeerful, after a prolonged
conference with the Labour Delegates. A brisk debate,
aropios o! the third reading o! the "lModus Vivendi"
Biii, fulhowed ; quite a relief from the lethargy which lias
hitherto marked. the sittings, sud in the course o! wbich
the Minister of Justice, replying to Mr. Mills, inade une o!
bis neat, judiciai and crnabing speeches. Petitions have
been the order o! the day, aud they are literally pouring
in ; the number up to date being more than the whole o!
those received last session. The minda of the Iluncu
guid " are evidently înucb exercised as to tbe evil tenden-
cies of the age, for meat of these petitions relate to Sunday
observance and prohibition. The irony o! the situation is
probably duly appreciated by the luckiess clerks, part o!
whose Sabbath observances cunsist in filing sud enumiera-
ting these valuable documents.

.1t bais been said that "ail good things coine in threes,"
sud on Dr. G. M. Dawson, Assistant Director o! the
G eoiogica I Survey, whose writiugs and researches on the
geology sud minerai resources o! Canada are of sucb great
value, three well-deserved distinctions have lately been
couferred. The Isand greatest entities himi to write the
magic letters F. R. S. after bis namne, and at once gives
him, s place amongst the mnoat profound. scientists o! the
day. The number o! foreign members in the Royal Society
o! Great Britain is limited to fifty, and o! these we now
dlaimi two, Sir William Dawson sud bis son, of whom the
D)ominion may justly be proud, for are not their naines
inscribed on the saine honourable roll as are those of Sir
Isaac Newton sud all the chie! pioneers o! modern science.
Dr. Dawson sud men like him show that the Dominion o!
Canada can hold ber own witb the Mother Country, not
only as regards material resources, but as to the iutellec-
tuai qualifications sud patriotic energy o! bier sons.

The death o! Sir Edward Kenny, wbose yeara nuni-
bered those of the present century, bas removed yet,
another link with the past history o! Canada, lie having
been a member o! the original Cabinet formed a! ter Con-
federation. O! Irish birth sud descent he was ever active
in befriendiug bis countrynian. From very humble begin-
ninga he pusbed bis way up, sud after attaining succesa as
a merchant entered the political world wbilat atill young
sud served bis sdopted country with zeai and discretion
for a number o! years. lu September, 1870, hie was
knighted, after resigning bis pat in the Ministry.

The bail at Goverument bouse was in every way a
succesaful function, sud their Exceileucies being favoured
with "Queeu's weatber," the lawn at Rideau Hall could
be utilized as a promenade between the dances. "Full
dress" beiug de rigueur for the military sud officiai
element amoug the men. The scene was brigbter sud

emore varied than at au ordiuary hall, sud it was a moot
point whether the many cbarming wearers o! ciîarmiug
frocks looked te moet advantage in the ball-room, or by
the fltful light o! hundreda o! Chinese lanterna. The
dance given by the Hon. Mrs. Herbert st night "lte
have the bonour o! meeting their Excellencies, Lord aud
Lally Stanley o! Prestonl," will i>c relmellllered as eue o!


