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French cempanion picture, ilLes Trois Villes," by Léon t

Gaudillot. As a wboic, however, the publication is of9
interoat, and were it botter editcd, would tako a promin-t

e nt place at once. The typographical errors are logion.

I have spokon, I hope, net disparagiugly of George
Meredith, Take at my banda this splendid description of1
rainy weather from him hefore I close:

Ramn was universal ; a tbick robe of it swept f rom butl
te butl; thunder rumbted remete, and betwcen the muffled
roars the downpour pressed on the land witb a groat noise
of eager gobbting, much tike that of the swine's trough
fresb filted, as tbough a vast aasembly of the hungered had
seatdd themscîves ctamoreusiy, and fatben te on meats and
drinks in a silence, save of tbe chaps. A rapid walker,
peeticalty and bumorousty minded, gathers multitudes of
images on bis way. And rain the heavicat you can
moot, is a tively companion wben the resolute pacer acorna
discemfort of wet clothes and squealing boots. South-
western rain-clouda, tee, are nover long suilen; they
infotd and witt have the cartb in a good strong glut of the
kissing overfiow ; thon, as a hawk witb feathors on bis
beak of the bird lu bis ctaw, tif ta bis head, thoy risc sud take
veiled feature lu long ctimbing watery linos. At any
moment tbey may break the voit and show sof t 'upper
cloud, show sun on it, show sky, green near tbe verge
tbey spring frein, of the grass in early dew ; or aloug a
travelling îsweep that relia asunder overhoad, Heaveu's
taugbter of purcst blue among Titanic wbite shoulders.

... Lot hlm ho dreuched, bis beart witl sing. And
thou, trim cockney that jeerest, consider thyseif, te wbom
it may occur t e oeut in such a scene, and witb what
stops of a nervous dancing-master it woutd be thine te
play the hunted rat of the etements for the preservatien of
the ene imagined dry spot about thee somewhcre on thy
tucktcss person! The taking of rain sud sun alike beoits
mon of our climate."

Where did Meredith pick up tbis style, you ask? 1
shouid imagine, mostty from Carlyle, Ruskin, sud Victor
Hugo. I canuot for eue moment disco ver auy resgrmbtancc
te George Eliot in these remarkable nevels of a man onty
uew coming into generat notice, atthougb ho is se frequentty
roferred te as ber succossor. Ho bas an impetuosity, a
style, a dramatic vigour, wbicb gives hlm, if net metaphysi-
catty a higher place, at toast, one that carnies a swifter sud
keener doiigbt with it. I am very fend of GoQrge More-
ditb, bis analysis is se witty, se racy, se cuttured. But
if you want a story te be a story, go back, as I said juat
now, te Wiltiam Btack or Walter Besant.

A CANADIAN RAMBLE WITH ROD A1ND
TENT.

"fOME in! "
Il"Thanks 1 sud lIl tight eue of your cigare, for 1

came up te tatk over your proposai te de as Peter did, and

' go a-lisbing,' sud a ameke hetps you along. Wbat do yeu
suggost 1 "

IlWetl, the fact la, the embarrasamout of riches is a
disturbing factor in making achoice. I knewan old fettew
called Jobuny, up the Ottawa way-trapper, hunter, guide
or teamator as occasion offers, an Inishmau by the way,
who looks like a Froncbman sud might easily ho mistaken

for an Indian, says ho can speak four lauguages, English,
French, Indian sud Irish-wbo is auxieus te show me
some of the spentiug attractions of the Laureutian lakes
aud meuntains. 0f course we bave a langer choice. Thero
are the basa haltes of the Estern Townships ; the muaka-
longe fisbiug of the Thousand Islandsansd the Otta va
Rivýer ; tbere are the trout lakes at the back of Quebec
wbere the monstens come from ; the Saguenay sud Lake
St. John wbere the festive Ouininicbo sports lu bis native
element, net te speak of tbe salmon rivera of New Bruns-
wick sud the lower F eninsula."

16Wbat about takiug up our otd quartera at the Ses
View House î There are Silver Lake and Boaver Lake
sud Trout Lake, whene you made sucb a record as a raf ta-
man, net te speak Af the brooks, the Tartagou River and
the more distant White Lakes sud their outtot, White
River, att good for a day's outing sud basket of trout. We
can take Jobuny sud mako a threo or four days' tnp down
te that new halte ho talked about, wbore the fisb gnew se
big that eue the Iat party caught was se immense tbey
conld net get it into tho boat, but had te tow it sbore,
snd the wboie party lived on bim for a week t "

0f @ourse that aettted it. Tackte was at once ovor-

bautod and nepaîrod, a smill watl tout, blaukets sud other
requisitos necessary te the botter catching, curing aud digest.

ing of trout were sdded te the combiued outtit, sud the
day ixed for starting fouud us ou the St. Lawrence aboard
the steamer Quebec.

Tbreo huudred sud fifty years age, Cartier, lest in
wouder sud admiration, finît ssiled over its broad expause.

is pieus soui, lu meory of tbe day, wo'îId fain dedîcate
it te somo tutelary saint-Canadian nomenclature ever sf ter
taking targely the same pieus bot-sud haited it St. Law-
rence 1

The poot, or novolist with a peot seul, wiîî somo day
arise wbo wili embalin bis memery in some souî-stirning
epic werthy of se, great a tbemo. Every foot of ?and
washed by its crystai flood is redohont witb the breatb of
romance snd beroic daring. From the veny spot wbere
we started on eur journey the immortal Dollard embarked
in canoes witb bis baudful of predestiued martyr cempan-
ions. A few steps back into the town is the spot where
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the intrepid Maisonneuve, Il first soldier of the cross " and
governor of the colony, stood atone and held at bay before
the gate of the fort a swarm of redskins. A few mileci
down and almost within sight-we pass the spot on our

way-the heroic Madeleine do Verchères held her father's
fort for seven days and nights against the baffled Indians
tili help arrived, her only garrison being the women, boys
and otd men who could flot take the field,

But why go on i A book miglit be filled with similar

talus and the end not reached ; besides hero we are at
Q uebec.

Quebec 1 the Mecca of the modern tourist, satiated
with the monotonous sights of the chcckerboard cities of

more go-ahead proclivities. Who shall do justice to the
romantic associations that cluster around its storied past,

or describe its beau tics t
Not 1, for 1 go a-ishing. The Intercolonial Rail-

way, by which we continue our journey, follows pretty
closcty the shore lines for about two hundred miles, when
it takes a sharp turn off through the Metapedia Valey.
The beautiful panorama of ever-widening watcr and dis-
tant mountain is continutously unfolding beforo our cyca.

Our journcy ends at the sharp corner referrcd to and wo
arc soon in our old quarters.

We found Johnny, the guide, and ongaged his charette
(a little two-whecled cart> and pony to take the baggage
and himself to go as boatman and gencral camp utility
man, and well did he flli the position. Iu fact, he mîglit
ho allowed to speak of himself, and with bettor show of

reason, as a certain royal personage is said to have donc :
"lLe Camp 1 c'est moi 1 " We secured provisions enough
to tast three days, borrowed from our fricnds what utensils
we rcquired in the way of pots and dishes, net forgetting
that standby of the camp-the /rying pan. These, with
the tent, and blankets, made quite a load for the charette,

whica we sent off as a sort of avant-courier to makre an

impression, and more espcciatiy te lead the way, we our-
selves folowing with ail the importance a dilapidated buck-
board and battered habiliments would permit of, and
begin our twonty-mie drive.

Wo follow the shore road for about eight miles, pass-
ing tbrough a thriving Frenchi village, with, as usual, the
most prominont objects its parish church and the neighbour-
ing presbytère. Straggling out at ither end of the central
point at ever-wideniîig intervals is the double lino of fami-
liar old-fashioned farm housos with their caves over-
hanging in gracefully sweeping curves, white-washed, and,
accord ing to the taste of oacb individual owncr, tho roofs
and window frames paintcd in vivid cotours, or a mourn-
fui black ; many of them, with the front door appearing
several fot abovo the lovel of the road, but with no stops
up te it, suggesting ideas of a state of siege with the lad-

ders drawn in. A worn footpath around the gable end

discloses the more bomely entrance by the back door, which
will probabty continue te ho uscd titi tho inhabitants reach
a state wheroin it will be possible te livo up to tho requiro-
monts of front-door stops, and, as the stage peoplo say, a
practical door.

A striking feature in connection with most of tho bot-
ter places is tho substantial-looking barn, with its long-
armod windmill built out at the beat angle te catch the

prevaiting breezes, a chain gearing running througb the
watt and connecting with the threshing machine insido, att

of them, however, at this season of growing grain standing
sitont and grim. Another noticeabie feature attached to

noarty ail the bouses is the old-fasbioned, ovat-topped dlay

oven standing in theoen, wherein the housewife bakes
the beavy, sodden black stuff callcd bread (1) by heating it
with a streng fire, raking eut the ashos and putting in tho
loaves te bako, just as her Normandy or Brittany French

ancesters did hundreds of yoars ago. Atong tho fences,
on linos strung for the purpose, or against the watts of the
buildings, are the opened akins of black porpoises, with

the fat attacbed, wbicb later will ho rosolved into the fra-
grant and luscieus perpoiso oit with wbicb mucb of tho
cooking is donc.

Presently wo beave the shoro and turn off for our todi-
eus cimb straight over the hubîs into the back country,
making for what Johnny catis tho "ldouzième range," or

"lconcession," pausing for a moment at the top of the hirst
hitl te tako a parting look at the cver-fascinating sea spread
tike an expanse of gistening mirror at our foot and refloct-
ing the giare of the bright summer sun. We journoy for
mites, scarcety meeting a human being, and for long
stretchos net seeing a living thing, and reach in timo a

stroam wbero the road descends and rises again at the
other sideoef tho bridge in a way that would cause the
heart of a city hack te oozeoeut bis boots, but which our
hardy nags seom te takre as a matter of course. More
huis, along wbose cresta we drive and enjoy a magniicent
view ef indented valley and rising meuntain, ail covered
witb a thick growth of primeval foreat, passing several
lakes of varied oxtont, whi'ch Johnny contemptuousty
describes as Ilpas bon," or as containing nothing but Ildes
petites poissons blancs."

i'inatly we reacb the Il last house " and hatt a moment
te purchaso a can ef riik. Thon we plungo inte a twe-
mile drive over a bush read, the vileat specimen of Ilroad "

it was ever my lot te traverse. We reach at tast our
journoy'a end and drive our team into an open space by
the sido of a most tempting little shoot of watcr and threw

1eurselves on the ground toeoase our bancs aftor the six-
heurs' drive.

Jebnny speedily bas a tire geing, tea mado and wo ait
tbreo fait te on a refreshing lunch.

After a comfrting smoke it was docidod that we two
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had draggod eut from t he spot whero ho had cached it the
year before, tcaving hlm te sot up the tont and have things
in readiness for our return before dark. The ground, or
rather water, was new, the boat teaking like a basket from
its expesure te the weatber, and as both wanted te fish, te
the exclusion of paddling, the chances began te appear slim.
However, fortune faveurs her frionds, and the end of a
day thrcatening ramn being the best possible for trout, a
few casts soon served te show that there were ptenty of
fish. Wo specdity Ianded severat goed ones of three-
quartera te one and a half pounds. iPresently, in making
a long cast near a likely spot, wherc thc lily pads showed
abovo the surface, my flics wcrc seized with such vigour
and displacemont of watcr as te draw forth an expression
of detight.

Il 've got him 1 - the patriarch of ahl the tribo of
fishes1"

Reeting him in as fast as the exigencies of lighit tackle
and an igbt-ounce bambea rod woutd permit, ho was
gradualty drawn witbin sigbt of my end of the boat.

" By the shados of your valorous ancestors, cerne and
have a look at him, Don Cartes, se that if ho sbould break
away I shait have a witncss te the tale 1 have te telli1 "

The landing net soon disposed of him and ho was laid
on the bottoin of the boat, thxe admired of twe pairs of
dligbted cyca, the pocket scale recording bis weigbt at 21
pounds. Darkness was new setting in and we made for
the tanding, where tho cheerfut blaze of the camp ire shot
acress the quiet waters. Johnny had donc his work wott.
The ittle tent was pitched, the Il baggago " stowed insido,
a tcmpting bcd of Il sapins," or Hpruce tops, was spread,
and the rugs and blankets laid on top of those.

A few words of description of Johnuy, as wo sec hum
in the ight of the camp ire deftty preparing suppr--the
beau ideal of the hardy, simple, boncat Freuch-Canadian
poasant farmor or cultivateur, whose ancesters are typi-
lied lu the coureurs des bois of theolod régime, and

from whom arc descondod the voyageurs and raftsmeu
of tator times, Ho has travetted, bas J ohn ; been te Que-
bec, the tumber shanties, and te that Eldorado of the
Fronch-Cauadian tabourer-Faîl River. Hie lix os in a

little cabane on a rough hitiside, its oe solitary roem con-

taiuiug himscîf, wifo and the usuai tribe of chitdreu, which
witl probably ho increased hy eue each subsequent year wo

sec him. We wonder where ho woutd raise enough aiuong
the stumps of his littte clearing te kecp the tife in his grow-
ing famity. His bouse yeu would net stable your horse in.
Ho doos net see as mucb meney in a yoar as yeu apend in
cigars in a mouth. The étoffe fer his scant wardrobe is
prohabty made in centinueus procesa f rom the sheep's back
by his hard-worked, prernaturoly agod wifo, and the beu/s

on bis foot wili by caref ut patching ho mado te iasi for

yoars. Ho is a dovoted son of thje (Jhurch, te which ho

drives with his famiiy somo sovon or eight miles whon ho

desires its ministrations aud wishes te cenjoy a gossip with
his widety-scattered ncighbours at the samo time. Ho in
strong, heatthy and happy ; bas prohahly ne idea. of tho

barrennoss of bis lot. Hoe is fond of tife, and would net

wittingty lbave it, but woutd make the most strenueus
offerts te prolong it.

Ho is able and wiliing te do more work round camp

and in a boat, stand more oxposuro, carry a biggor Ilpack,"
cat more provisions, and is a botter man for the rough

work of a fishing trip than any 1 have over mot. ,Salût I

Johuny, may wo amoko many a pipe and share many a
meal together yet 1

libre is oue now that bis skilled banda have prepared-
rough and ready, perbaps, but enticing, as huugry fisher-

mon well know. Fresb trout-on the in-fried te a turn
with rich bacon. Potatees boiled in thoir jackcts and dnied

te a powdory whitcness. Fresb bread and butter. Tes-

hot, stroug, sweot, and servod at the proper moment, wind-
ing up with canned peaches that nover tasted se good

before. Net very luxurieus, perbapa, or it "lte set before

the king " in bis royal apartmonts, Lut served in such sur-

reundings possibty even bis royal noso might take on a tess

contemptueus curl. Have yeu evor caten such a meai in

camp, my friend '1 If se you'll agreo with me ; if you

haveu't, I can outy say, you have net yet lived.
Our first day in camp ended ; nigbt closed in, and we

.retired te rest on our spring bed of fragrant sprues, te

.sleep the slfiep f-if net of the jut-of tho tired sud

1happy ishrman.
Ramn feit during the night, but our tent was perfectly

dry. Continuing in a drizzte ahI the next day, wo did net

:propose te bace what promised good, if damp, sport, se don-

.niug our mackintoshes wo saliod out. This time, with

1Johnny te paddte, and a cemparativeiy drier, bocause more

soaked, boat, as Paddy woutd say, tuck favourod us.
A word of tocbnical interost may bore ho tooked for.
My experienco of trout fishiug in these takes during

1the midauimmer season-wbicb is net by any means tbe

best tino for fiy ishiug-varios as te size of fish. 1 fiud

the beat time te fiab f rom about four o'clock te dusk,

theugh I havo takon them at ail heurs of the day. The

.stylo of fiy-of wbich a cast of threo is used-soems te ho

pof amati moment, as when treut are rising at att they

1seom te take aimost anytbiug. The generai rubo is, for

1bright days, te use somo sncb flies as Ildark hacktes,"

1"lturkey wings," or" black fairies. " For dulI days, auy

.bright-cotoured fly takos wott, and wbon dusk comes on, a

Ilcoacbman " or Il white mutler " as a Ildropper " la very

[takiug; in fact, the Ilcoacbman " is a good fly te mako
oneoef a cast at any timo. A slight breeze te ruffle tho

)wator is a very desirabto lemont.
7 Each lako-and there are bundreds scattered through


