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the holiday seasan six or seven weeks ini advance, and sold
very weii. The day after Christmas the sale increased.
Three days after, it sold so well it was out of print. The
faithful farernan went to wark and pulled a second edition,
which sold too.

In the middle of the run on the third edition, the
Editar, who had been told by his gentie Fate in a checked
apron about the success of the paper, sat up in bed, and
in the presence of bis physician and bis nurse cut wifh a
trembiing hand the leaves of his own Christmas Number.
Hlappy moment ! Blissful cansciousness ! lHe ooked at
hittie until ho came to the story. And then he looked,
and Ioaked, and looked, and LOOKED-util the physician
and the Fate thouglit tbey would have ta strap hirn down
tili lie grew calm again.

Hie read it-of course he read it through in a flash, and
then he read it again. Thon lie read it backwards, or
seerned to do so. Then he sanir bacli upon bis pillows,
exhausted-and no wonder. For the story ho had been
reading was identical i plot aund situation with the story
lie had fient up to the composing-room, but stripped of its
Russiau colour, innocent of a serf, or an oven, or a sied,
or a samovar. In short, there was absolutely nothing
Russian about it. And yet the story was the same-what
there was Of it outside the local colour, which wasn't
much, as the Editor bafi at time of acceptance gingerly
admittefi to bis heart's recesses. And the curious point
was that for every Russian namie, persan, article, imple-
ment, palace, peasant, gridiran, pan, stove and churcli, had
been substituted a Frenchi equivalent. The stary was
therefore no longer Russian, but Frenîch. And yet it was
the same stary.

The Editor, wild witli curiosity and anger, sent iume-
diately for the faithful foreman, who camne from the office
in great good temper, andi expecting a warm Christmas
welcome from his superiar officer. To his surprise the
Fate in the apran sbowed bim caldly into a dressing-room,
where the Editor iay, convalescent but furious, on a lounge.
The unfortunate CJhristmas Number iay beside him, with
his pills-itseif the bitterest of aIl.

"I demand to know what this meian," said he to his
visiter, indicating the tampered stary.

"Illnover heard of such audacity! The point of the
thing was, that 1 supposcd .J had secuîred an original story,
writton by some Russian who knew English, or-or-
some Englishman who knew Russian ; it did net inatter
which. The MS. must have been tanpered with-tam-
pered with, 1 repeat."

The foreman, who really kuew nothing about the
matter, said sa.

"iPerliaps," lie auggested, "ithe author, who got his
proofs, made the alterations, you mean. Althugl-no-
1 positiveiy remeniber nothing of the sort. It was a very
neat, delicate manuscript and came bacli alnjost untouched.
No. The author bad nothing ta do with it. What is it
you complain of ? The stary bas made the numiber, 1 can
tel] Yeu."

IlWhy, 1 complain of this," said the Editor, still haif
doubting bis assistant, "lthat .1 sent you lip a Rus8ian
story, Russian to the life, juat the thing, modemi, extrava-
gant and realiatic, and now this is a French story; French,
just as the other was Russian. 1 csn't unde, stand it, and
[l can't explain it, but 1 expect ta me'et somebody who
can," shoutod the Editor, forgettifig bis convalescence.

"Are the storjea alike 1 1 1said the foreman.
"Ideutical," groaned the Editer. "lThat is tbecurious

part of it. It's somne trick ; I knou' ifs a trick.»
IlIt can't have been meddled with by any of aur mon,"

said the foreman, Ilfor in that case 1 5hOuldl have noticed
the alterations. I didn't look at it when you sont it up
ta me, for 1 rarely do, but ijut haflded it avor ta Brown,
Brown is aIl square, I know. I rememIber onily one thing
about it at al, ither thon or afterwards, when it came
bacli from the author, and that was, it was sa delicately
written in violet i, with sa few linoes On a page. 1
thouglit thon it mnust have been written by a lady.",

"lViolet ik!"'sbouted the Editor again. IlBlack
ink, Yeu inean. And a largo, bald hand, too-four words
ta a liuo-say, a dozen linos tea . page-wbat are Yeu
talking abouti Black ink, Maison, black i, 1 say.t"

The foreman, Maison, looked disturbod.
ci 1 should be sarry ta differ fromn Yeu, sir, but Iar

positive it was violet i."
At this juncture the trained nurse appeared at the

door with -omo porsan's card. iobth
I told the Yaung man you were engaged,aibth

seemned sa anxious ta see yau, and 1 thought perbaps as
you had anc visiter already-"l

ciAnother wauldn't matter! Lot me se the card"»
The Editor gazed upon a name, u'Ow ta blmin 'full,

but linowu ta bina throtigh its initial lettera, and flueîy
written in violet ink. i oMio

IlShaw him Up," said ho, aternly."Nw Ma 5 ,
attend. H.r. cames tho autlior, and 1 hope this bsns
will Soon ho cleared up."

The author entered. An ardinarYp banli-clerli sort of
laak*Ing Young mani, quite natural, at easo and 8fliling.
The Editar scowied at him.

IlGaod-morning," ho began. c*i ou are Mr.
SorrY ta see you looking sa ill. Iah-came ta thank
Yeuu 1Persaon for prifltiuig my story. ju h i
take the aId one? '

IlTheolad one 1 " repeated the Editor.

ci'Y68, after the French ramothod. 1 put a fOotn 0i me
pencil which I suppose You didn't 5 0 0e> 1 ou iut iYoeu. j Nos" gulped the Editor, 191.I dd'.idnt,"di

"lA faotnote in pencil ta aay that you were neot ta
bather with the writing an the bacli of the manuscript-
being another story in fact, rejected haif-a-dozen times, but
ta examine the Russian ane. Af ter ail you pref erred the
French ?r'

The Editar g]anced at Maison. "lYes, 1 preferred the
French."

Il Well, it is singular, but since the story has talion it
na langer mnatters. I arn very methodical. 1 have reduced
authorship and the art of writing short starios ta a science.
I know what is wanted in the market. That story-orig.
inally Frenchi in aty-got a trifie aid fashioned, being
sent baclig O fton. 1 just re-wrote it, changing the local
colour and so oh. You observed ?r'

ciI observed," aaid the Editor. IlYou are indeed a
very talented persan. In future, please ta send me one
story at a tiîme."

The author departed.
"i suppose, sit," said Maison diffidentIy, "lthe manu-

script got twisted upside-down, as it were-the story in the
violet ink upperînost, sud the right anc underneath 1r

"jsuppose g," returned the Editor.

ART NOTES.

A VALUABLE picture of a peasant by Adrian Brauwer
bas beon stolen frorn the National Gallery at Dresden ; a
reward of one thousand marks is being affered for its
recovery.

JULus DuPRE, onie of the best landscape painters of
France, died an the 7th mast. at Paris. Ris work posaessed
mnany qualities resombling Constable, and was thauglit by
niany worthy ta be placed with Rousseau at the head of
Frenchi landsicape.

COMPLAiNT is made that the Art and Crafts Exhibition,
faunded ta bring Art ta the homes of the people, contains
nothing but costly thinga. Not a rug, carpet, chair, box,
jug or tumbler is within the reach of people of ordinary
means, and meanwhile the competition of trade ipmaduc-
ing evor more artistic forms of art furniture and decora-
tien, which are low enough in price if people have the taste
ta select the beat.

A cLEVEi and versatile artist, Carlo Pellegrini, wbo is
wideiy knowfl by politicai portraits drawn for Vaniey p~air,
died asat January in great poverty and was buried by sub-
acription in the Roman Cathoiic cemetery at Kensal
Green. Mr. Louis Fagan is naw collecting mioiey ta
ereut a small atone ta mark his grave.

Taic Recreatian Committee of the Ontario Society of
Artists bas préipared a programme for the winter season
which Provides for a sories of entertainmouts bath instruc-
tive andi amusing. Essays, lectures, ehalli talks, and a
Sketch Club will be iucluded in the arrangements.

THE national association for the advancement of art
and its application ta industry, wbich is known in England
as the Art Congreas, commnenced its second annual meet-
ing in Ediuburgh, beginniuig on Sunday last with a special
sermon by Prof. Flint in St. Giles' Cathedral, and on
Monday the Marquis of Lamne deiivered bis address as
presidenit of the association. ln this congreas painting is
representod by Briton Rivière ; architecture by Dr. R. R.
Anderson, and Applied Art by Wm. Morris. Section five
deals with musouma for the people aud national and
municipal encouragement ta art,

IN the October PortIlo, P. G. Hamerton in One of bis
ably writton papers deals with the change that is taliing
place, m'Ore especially in France, in the matter of cam.
positionan choie of subect. After dofending modem,
art from the charge of carelessuioss and want of thouglit i

regard ta its teaching and elevatiuig power over the mind,
and 'zaiming that a very simple or ardinary subject uiay
ho treated with thoughtfulfless and a delicate aubtle art of
composition which lho gays, is the labour of invention.;
still ho Complains that modern art in France pften shows
some fragment Of nature talion just as it occur-as if it
had been accidenitaîîy photogiraphed with ne attempt at
selection and no style. Art should truîy appîy itseof ta
clover Oxecutiori and careful imitation, but not devote
it0elf ta pmducing studios on a large scale instend of pic.
tures. The b)utch art Of Ostade and Teniers, thougli
IargelY imitative, still refinod and elevated its subject.
miatter from more trailacripts into pictures.

TEmPLAR.

MUSIC IfND THE DRA MA.

MADAME SClilUMANI bas reached ber seventy-first year!
Congratulations ta the great cainposer's widow and ta the
great pianist flow in from ail quarters.

A RII Pngliis composer is Madame Marie Moody,
who nevertheless prefixes German titi6 5 ta ber works.
NoveIIo, Ewer & C0. have recently Published twa overturos
froixi ber gifted p.

DRE. MÂCcliqlp.,s new pieco brouglit ont at the Leeds
Festival, which closed Oct. I2th, is eOfitited IlPibracb" and
i, unusually triking, brilliafit anid impresive. Needless ta
gay, it refiecta the Soteb predilections of its author.

.ANoDRlw LA&Na considers music ta ho the fo of tbre
things, conversation, tudy, and SiOOIX Th, Muakal Times
bints that Mr. Lang's constitutioni is over sensitive and
advises hîm t0 deaden it by a course of practice on a hand-
argafi.

AI; Official contradiction lias been given ta the report
that Frsu CosmutnaWagner had receiveýd a tatém of 52,.
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000 francs out of the receipta of this yoam'a Bayreuth Feat-
spiele. Neithor Wagner himself nar his famiiy have, it is
added, ever derived any pecuniary benefit fraxu theso rop-
resentations, while some of the leading artiste, engagod,
therein have liliewise given their services gratuitously.

Louis C. ELSON, the welI-known musical critic, gave
one of bis deligbtfui lectures at the New England Conser-
vatory an Thurmday aftemnoan in Sleeper Hall. lus subject
was IlThe Uiistory of Music in Bostcn." The happy
facilities of speech, the almost inexhaustible fund af linow-
leâge, and the fluent diction for whiclî Mr. Elson is di8tin-
guisbed, were nover mare conspicuous tlîan in this lecture.

ANTON RIURINSTEIN, whose tirst appearance in public as
pianiat flfty years ago is ta be celebrated next month at
St. Petersburg, wili, it is stated, himself once more preside
at the pianoforte on this occasion. After that, the famoue
artist intends taliing bis final ]cave from the public, in bis
capacity of a virtuoso, at a grand concert ta be given ut
Moscow, the town whence ho first started upon bis brilliant
artistic career. The jubilee celebrations at St. Petersburg
will include the first performance, at the Imperial Opera,
of Rubinstein's lateat operatic worli, entitled "lGorusha. ",

WIIAT Mm. Nikiscli aaya about Wagner is ominently
sensible, thaugli it may be a diaappointment ta the true,
bydterical disciples of the Il Master " : I With regard ta
Wagner, I don't thinli that bis operas alîouid ho
perfarmed in concert. For perfect meprosentation they
demand the dramatic adjuîicts of the stage. 1Imalie
exception ta five or six of his overtures, aucli as theoavor-
ture ta 'Die Meistersinger,' which, by the way, is ta hc the
oponing number au my fimat programme, the ' Gotterdam-
merung' ovorture and the Yorspiel ta ''TIristan und
Isolde'."

Loitn CHIEF JUSTicE CoLERIDGE, in presiding at the
annual meetinîg of the Exeter Oratorio Society, declared
himself a thorough Tory on one paint,-nusic.lIfe thouglit
that theolad traditions and the ald classicai madels of
muaic' wero the best tbey cauld bave. Ho could as liftie
undemstand same of the mnusic put before theui in the
present day as ho could understand Hebrew or Sanscrit.
Music waa ta bis mind the cîothing and adarning of înelody
in the maguificent camnplicated harmonies of created sotind,
and ho couîd as little understand music witbaut meiody as
ho could understand paetry without pmosady, or prose
composition without grammar.

SIR MORECLL MAcKa'NZIE'S paper upan I"Speech and
Song " in a recent number of the Contemporary Revieu'
bas provolied a good deal of comment. It couitains a
great deal of sound sense deiivemed in plain and unvami
isbed diction. Sir Moroîl was answered in the subsequent
number of the magazine by Mm. Lennax Browne, who
would appear ta pin bis faith upon the scieutiiic as lirnily
as Sir Momoîl doos upon the naturai. Above aIl things we
are ta taboo the physiological aiuging-niaator, and teachers
are requeted-tbia of course by Sir Moel-to train tbei r
pupila according ta the traditions of the golden age of saug
before the laryngoscope was invented.

A A c signod A. S. in the October 3facrnillan's upon
Verdi's Oiello contains sine excellent writing 0o1 the
intrinsic nature of the musical drama. The stateinent
that opematie comuposors have in ahl agea sufiered frarmi bAdt
libretti is neot made in .Aaemillan'ls for the first time, but
it is a truth we cannot hear too of ton. Wagner's efforts
at original dramatie vriting are considered in the Iigbt of
splendid failures, and the deîicacy and strength of Boïto't
adaptation of Shaliespeame'a tragedy reveal the composer of
teMétistofèle " in a niadest and pleasant liglit, wbile the
wark as a wbaie ranks desemvediy very high. The author
of the article in question rigbtly considers the veteran
Verdi as one of the greateat writera for the vaice the womld
bas ever soon, and concludes by apostraphizing "lOtello "
as the nearoat roalization of the ideal of musical draina that
bas yot beoil attained in aur age and ati fairly repreaeiîting,
aur modemn equivalent of the Athenian declamatary
tragedy.

Ce1100D5 AND FALSICHOODS" is the taliing title of a
sensible paper in the Musical T'imes for October. IlThe
outside world," saya the writor, Il bas a traditionai respect
for those who are empowered by authority ta affix certain
jettera ta their Dames. The linowledge of this fact inspires
a feeling in the minda of those among musicians who thuuîk
that their position wauid ho imrnpoved by passing an ex-
aminatioli ontitling them, ta employ somo aipliabetical
asaamtment by way of extra title. Tiiere are several liter-
amy sacieties, with or without a charter whose names have
a literaI, but net necoasarily a literary, significance. They
are obtaifled without examinatians, but by the payment af
mnoney onîy: 0f course these distinctions are, in a double
sonse, very imposing-aud much more of the saine kind.
The initial paper is also connectod with this subject, heiîîg
entitbed Il Musical Examinations," and altogether the
Musical Times Ï8 praving itself thoroughly Sound in a
question not a little complicated and ve3xatiaus.

Jr will net do for auy of THE WuRK's readers ta display
ignorance of the latest literary or rather dramatic genius
now resplendont in Europe. The sketch of the author of
"4The Dohl's Hanse " is talion froma the new and ex-
ceedingly intoresting paper, The Tran8allantic :Honrili
Ibsen, as characterized by Walter Frewen Lord, in
the Ningteent4 Century, is a solitary man. For
twenty-five years ho bas lived in self-imposed exile from
bis native country. No land calîs himi master ; no bouse-
hold calîs hin its head. Ia bis wanderings aver Europe
lie goes into fia Society, and in bis many temporary abodes


