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CORRESPONDEN CE.

PRINCIPAL DAWoSON ON EVOLUT ION.

7o the ofi/i MiIvC NXi\!PI(t I') JR

SIR,-lt is ta be rcgretted that your rcviewc-r, ini noticing mny views on
Evolution, bad not taken the trouble ta cnISuI]t Sortie Of My pUblishicd sritings
on the subject. which arc u tfficiently accessible, instcad of criticising a Il brief
report," af which 1 ain flot in a position ta express any opinion, as 1 have flot
read it, and wvhich, becauise of its brevity, xvas probably very imperfect. The
lecture criticised w'as not on the subject of Evolution, w'hich svas nmerely
referred ta incidentally in connection svith the probability that the writers of
the Old Testament may have been acquainted with ideas af evolution flot very
dissimilar froun saine of those uiow held, but that they have nevertheless kept
up the distinction between the rational and moral nature of man and thle
instinctive and atamatic nature of flhe animal, even when poînting lis ta the
lower aimals for lessons of the highest wisdom,

1 bav e flot. ini tItis lectur e or clsewvhere, objected to es olution. an thc
autharitv of tlic ible. I venture ta dissent from many of the current theories
knowu uinder dhit sonesvhat vague and camprehenisive narne, solely because
they appear ta ine ta be destitute of' scientific proof and inconsistent: with
observed natuiral facts -and s-o long as this is the case 1 need niot accept theml,
however isisted on by eriniei. .iitliorities." 'Ehat slicb auithorities are
someitimies weak it. reasaning ou this .subject, is ivell seen in the extracts youl
hav e given from WVallace. w ho, starting front the statement that it is "almost l
<lematistrable that sl eclic cbauges are ''produicîble "-tl]Cy have itot as yet
beeni kniown ta k'aitaI1 produced l)y v ariation, and admîîting- that the
fuirther- cbanges itecessary ta gis e highcr grotups are '' far less cleai'," ends w ith
a t riumphant afiiniation of the evaltiain cf tlic w hle animal and vegetahle
kingdoms froin "a fesv lrimeval type)s," thîe origin ai' which svonld of course
still remain ta bc accotinted for. Ekut 1 bave elsewbere suffliciently shown the
weaknless etf this !siti f i easonilng, floct ou] theological but on puirely scientifie
protinds,.

1 would add that I enitircly disclaimi the bad taste ni' stigruatising those
ss'lo nîay differ froi mce on s( ientitkc or j'hi losophical qutestionis as " infidels,
atheists, scel tic!s, &C' I have not doue sa, an'd do not propose ta do so.
F~urtber, as ta what ý aur rýevies c r calis " the impossibility of the heathen
«'learning salvatiîîn ' bx' tIhe teachings of nature," 1 believe 1 arn not responsible
for flie expsressiomn -' learningr .slvatin," %vbatever it may mecan ; but I know
that thie 1>1 mci l)iI nhjcct of1 t he lecture ini question was ta show lsow much
af the highest spiritual teaching aIl men, whether heathen or otherwise, may
deris e front natnre, and In hc"v marked a manner the Bible directs attention ta
tois sournce of instruction. jIV Iz's&ll.
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DEAR Sî,-ehave been gaod friends for so far, but this weck yotî and
1 must disagree abouit the svay "' c" and Il1" le re trcated in my last article.
You inake me say "lfor my wvife anid Z," S«. Now did I not say "for mly svife
and ine? If I did not it is very strange, for 1 nes er-well, hardly ever-nake
such mistakes, and 1 love ta be an objective case. 1 know they say you are
too fond of nominative cases, but that is no reason that yau shotîld make one
of nme. By the way, flie Gazette says you have a "1principle " in the use of the'
"icapital P." I suppose you have, but I dan'et think you can accuse the Gazette

ai having anyp inc es in the use of its "'editorial we." Idnttiki st
your Il1"l that people abject so rnuch as ta its being a capital IlI." Now, if
you would use a smaill"i "-a wee Il i should please everyhody, since the great
trouble is that you are nat we(e) as an editor.

But 1 shall say no more ta you about the Il1"' if you wîll apologise ta me
about the Il t." Is it not too bad that a "c" l should be taken oct af my nalme,
and what Mrs. Shoddy would eall a ken put in place of iti Knowv yoc not
that I was named "lNinus" after the first King of Assyria, liusband of
Semniramis and founider of Nineveh ? And yet yau p3ut me dosvn 'l Ninns"
Sic transit gloria mundi in tlie last number af the SPECTAIaOR.

But 1 must warn yau, Mr. Editor, that you w'ill have Mr. Iluigh Niven
down upon yau agaîn about the Il M. P.s." In one af your editorials yau have
IM. P.'s," singular, possessive, instead of " M. Ps," plural, objective ; and it

seems ta me that Il M. P.s"' is not correct either, for they are nat Member af
Parlialments, but Members of Parliamrent. XVhy flot write IlM.s P."? 0lf
course you may say that camman usage has made IlM. P.s " propier, (they say
it takes uncatmaon usage ta make sarne of thein praper during the Sessions),
but common usage bas made lit proper ta put them. ahvays iii thse possessive
case. Perhaps it is because they sametimes carry on like aIl lîassest that
people think they must always be possessed.

My wife, who bas been readîng this over my shouîder, has just asked me
a conundrum: IlWhat is tlie difference between you and mie, Ninny dear? " I
suggested that I was much cleverer than she, but she says that is flot the
answer; it is that she lis Phrosie and 1 arn prosy. They say a clever man's
wife neyer appreciates hirn; but lest you, Mr. Editar, aind yotîr readers should
agree wvith Phrosie, I shaîl hasten ta subscribe myseif

Faithfuilly yaurs, Ninus Glit/zero.
P.S.-Phrosie suggesîs that >clasthe reason we tise Il M. P.s"e instead of

"M.s P." is beca use so many of themn are NI.P. (em-p'y) lieads. 1 don't think
Phrosie's puns are any better than mine, do youi N C.

~ Ni'r.-XesNinlu' CIdierce did \Nrjîe it " fur rrny wife and me "-which a ne,

1 .roof-re-tder chaîsged, thiniiniig il bette, graniniai-, andt niaking a bltnder of cot'se.-ED.]
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