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THE MAYFLOWER. ’

slightest movement of the carringe scemed
almost to throw him into convulsions ; and,
to render it worse, the place in which we
were Stapping, Was A narrow pass, precisely
like that you Lehokl in the pictare; high
woods surrounded it on ench side, and so
hemmed in was it, that, I thought, it ban-
ditt appeared, escape wou'd be impossible,
I now recoliected having heard of its being
infested=with those prowling robbers, and,
though not a coward, a shuddering fear crept
over me,as Iecatemplated the near qpproach
of night, Turning to administer afew drops
of u reviving cordial, which I carried about
me, to my friend, I had not perceived the
approach of men, until, surrounding my car-
riage, stood half-a-dozen robbers ; one hold-
ing the horses’ heads, and the other present-
ing a logded pistal, with a warning thas if 1

stirred, I was a dead man, while another|

held, under a similar threat. my apparently
dying companion, I can tell you, T did not
at all relish their summary method of dis-
posing of my properiy, for one had scized
my portmanuteasn, another was possessing
himself of the contents of my travelling-
trunk, and beginniag a dispuie to whom my
gold watch should belong, I walched my
opportunity, and, cantionsly seizing the whip,
with its butt end, knocked the nearest to
me senscless on the ground. ‘This, Imust
confess, rash praceeding, was nstantly re-
paid by a loaded pistol aimed at me, which
fortunatsiy waissed fire, and before they had
time tq execule their revenge, a young man,
well armed, and followed by wy two ser-
vants-and & physician, rode up, and in a
shart time put them to flight. T now tarned
my attention to my friend, but was harrified
to perceive that he lay back in the carriage
senseless. I should have believed that he
was dend, had not the physician deciared to
the contrary, and ordered that he should be
driven hack to the inn immediaiely, Many
weeks elapsed before he vecovered sufficient-
ly to be removed, and, during that time, the
monotony of my silnation wus relieved by
the presence of the youthful artist, who hadl
su lravely assisted in our vescue. To
deseribe Frederick Worthiogton, and to do
him full justice in that description, would
reqoire o more cloquent tongue than mine,
With manly courage he combined almost

feminine sweetness and gentleness of dispo-

siticn; and Nature, whose ¢darling child’

he surely was, had not only added to his
qualities of heart, rare endowmers of ming,
but, also, an appearance interesting in the
extreme. A complexion naturally dazzling-
ly fair, Gt now slightly embrowned by the
fervid rays of Lalia's sun, o high forehead,
swmooth ns marhie, over which was parted
dark, soft, wavy brawn Lair, large, dark
bite ¢ eyes, now flashing with intellect, and’
now £oft as tenderness could make them,
—these charms, heightened by an expres-
sion  louchingly mournful, quickly won
iny heant, and the stranger became dear to
me as a brothers

“One thing Iremarked in him aspeenkiar,
namely, that be seldom or never launghed.
If, now and then, a smile would pass over
his face, it was but for an instant, and his
cauntenance agyin assumed an expression
which told that some corroding care wus
egting deeply into his heart.,”
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@he @hivty-fost of Decembur.,

‘Pnere came a slow but solemn scund
Ppon the midnight gale;
Methought it was a Liero's dirge,

©Or wand’ring spitit's wail:

And oft & dreaining: child would wake,
Andlisten 1o ‘ke biact ;

Taer, shuddering, wonld turn away,

© And marvel why it past,

Was it a hiero's fureral note ?
Was it a spivies cry?

Nav, uny ! the notes d’slinetly raid,
“This night the Year muse die:

And beaming o5e: «f i eauty bright
Will stumiber in the tomb;

Youug forms searce bursting into lifo
jViﬂ wither ere they bicom.

« And chi'dhoods hopes will fade awap,
Like flowers hid from the suu;

Ard manhood’s enres, and youtl:ful joys,
Will pevich seavee begu,—

Defore again the midnight Lell
Speaks 0. the wrving year;

Ara counes a slow Lut'solemn.cound
Upon thy listening ear.?

Mute was the veice i—the meaning wied
Rusly'd onward to tite avsi t—

T thonght upon thoce fearful word,
Those woids of mirery :

But they were tine;—1've feen 1he forms
Rife with the sununer's blocm,

Swept by achilly autumn blpst
Ti:to the eifcut tonb, .

Anen.

You may glean knowledge by reading,
but you must separate the chaff from the

wheat by thin_king, .




