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added, squared with the Government’s ante-election
platform. There is, however, a wide distance between
the two plans, buying roads already built, if possible, or
building others, presumably in opposition to them. The
former would recommend itself over the latter; but can
it be carried out? Will the Northern Pacific Company
sell its Manitoba branches, when it is seeking liberty to
build more, west of the province line? Will the C.P.R.
sell its branches? Not very likely. And are there any
means of compelling them? Some years may be wasted
in negotiations for purchase, and so the election plat-
form may remain unfulfilled. One power of coercion
the local Government does possess; it can threaten to
build competing lines, so that neither the one nor the
other would pay.

The Registrar-General of Ontario has issued a cir-
cular, notifying medical men that if they do not report
births, which they professionally attend, the penalties of
the law will be exacted. There are undoubtedly some
omissions to register, and this circular will have an
effect in correcting the evil. When this is done, if done
effectually, we shall see how far non-registration goes
to account for the deficiency of published births, below
the normal rate. We suspect that the chief cause of the
reported low birth rate is outside of deficient registra-
tion. We hear now that the registerced birth rate is low
in Montreal. Heretofore the Quebec province has given
a high birth rate, and what generally accompanies it,
a high death rate among children; but if we are to have
a low birth rate in the cities of that province, we must
conclude that the influence of the priest has waned, in
one important particular, and that a common cause is
affecting the birth rate in both provinces.

On certain pulp wood concessions, the Opposition
in the Ontario Legislature made a strong effort to defeat
the Government. It failed, however. Objection was
taken to their extent and also to the fact that the limits
were not put up to competition. The necessity of hus-
banding our pulp woods in reason has occurred to many,
who have been wondering what we shall do for paper
when all the pulpwood is consumed. That difficulty
seems to be already in way of being met. In England
it has been discovered that any kind of plants will make
paper, and many kinds particularly good paper. It is
said that one acre of land will grow, of certain plants,
enough to make three tons of paper, on the assumption
that three tons of plants will make one ton of paper. If
this should prove to be the case, we may make our
minds easy about the future material for our newspapers
and books and the thousands other things now made of
paper,

FISHERIES OF THE DOMINION.

The value of Canadian fisheries is scarcely grasped
by the average inland dweller. We are so accustomed
to consider that our fields, our forests, our mines, and
our factories are our great sources of wealth, that we
do not give sufficient attention to the enormous source
of wealth in the salt water affd fresh water fisheries of
this great country. It is a very significant fact that the
produce of our fisheries exceeds twenty million dollars
a year. In 1897 the value of fish taken was $22,783,000,
an unprecedented catch, and in 1898 the value was
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