
How Canada WilI Take Production Census
COMPREHENSIVE Annisat Suirvey of Creps, Live Stock, Dai>'ying',Fiskeries, Mrning, Lumberwt'g- ansd Generat Manufact'ures, Will
Be Made-Reorgarnzatzn of Our Gavernmend Sialisfi'c£-Co-opet-atlon
Betwex Dominion and Provinces -Osilline of . New Organîisaiion.

IJy R- Hf COATS
Dominion StatUstIicn and Coniroiier of Gensus.

THRE i. nu great need tu emplasize the. importance of
production, especiaily in young countries viiere it isusuàily the sole source of the national incorno. Can-
ada'. future, economicaily, is peculiarly a matter oflier production, for we vent dceply it dol>: during igoo-sgi3 on what was essentially '"equipmcnt" for production-

ade o which is our war dol>:, an anodyne vile vo artspn init but tu be paid in lard earnings eventuafly.oec hr. is no one question tint cafls more urgently for
consicieration i Canada than production-ito subject, inotiier words, on whidi ve liave. «rater need for the. accurateand coinprcliensive 'neasuroments that are furnished by anadequate system of statistics. Not, of course, ilint vo must
postpone investigation of ailier phonomena, more particularlyour "mnan power" <liitherto mucli iiegected), or our variouis
social activities. But even thc.. axe determined tu a degru.by economic considerations; and production is certalnly an-terior te trade, finance, transportation and the like, viticlioften bulk langer i statistical publilcations.

To organize a compreliensive scliein of production sta-iistics is no mean task, for it will be seen ai once tha iti-volves the. closest acquaintance viti an extrernly wide rangeof activity, including rsuch sliarply difterontiated operations asthe groiig of cnops, the. reariig of hords, the raisiag ofminerais, the. catchlng of fish, the. hewing of timber,-eacb
a venld of itseif,-not to mention all tiiose compiex and inter-lokkig subsidîary processes that go on i aliops. mille and
factories in converting the raw materials thus won fromnature into the nmltifaricus forma in whicli tliey enter human

Again, for numerous phases. cemmon to ail industrial pro-
ces1kes, but falling outside the punvîew of sucli departmeats
as have been mentiuned, (notably the. problemes surnoundiag
capital and labori, we have had still another beries of depant-monts resurveyinc the filid witli their cvii purposes alone invlev;- and still other bodies like the. conservation commission
andi the. researchi ceuncil lave also been at werk freont stillanotiier standpoint. It is truc that once in ten yenns a coia-
preneive censns of industry lia,, been taken by tii. censs
and sintietica office. But decennial statistîcs of production
are only a lIttle botter than ne statistics at al], and for otiez
reasens that will bc znontioned furtiier on, the decennialceneus wl. nover viiolly succcssful with production. Therenedy lies, of course, in unifying the. system, by bringli
all its parts within the. scope cf a uingle dirccting agcncy,nîaking goed deficiencies, eliminaîing differences-e-liminat.
inz finit of ail the. idea that goed statisticu can ever bo obtain-cd ae a mner. by-produc. of administration. Good statisticie
muet b. planned as an end in themselves, and liaving in view
aUl the. purposes that statlstlcs must serve.
Conmo utilla. ci New Orgafflzatlon.

As was just enld, the decennial census recuis ai too videintervals to render it a suitnbie means cf registerinig produc-
tion, Anotiier Leature militai., even mono utrongly ag-alnS4
i, The. raisn d'tre of the. decennial ceneus ks te enuniorato
tle population, This is an onormous taski it las been saldof the. United States census tint kt is tiie largest single ad-
ministrative aci of thc gevernaient) rcquiring mncliinery of aspecial diaracien, Most of ail, it requiros a vcry numerous
field force, sufficient in fact to reaci by personal contact,
vithin about thre weolcs tine, evcny man, woman snd cliild
of the elght million,- resident in Canada. When it has roncied
the. Individual, liowover, tiie questions are for the. most part
of a simple and non-technical kind, se. ulat a lcw-wnged
enumeraton may bc cmnployced. Nov, the erizanization do-
mnndod fer a production census i. of an almosi diametrically
opposite character. Ther. are only ferty or flfty thousand
preduclng entitics in Canada-onîs-ide cf flsbing and agýri.
culture-so that n nincl more highly centrnlized staff may be
employed. At the. saine tine the. information rcquired le of acomplex and teclinical chiarcer. To attemnpt te ýcolleci oui
data cf mines and manufactures thiogi the miedium cf the.
low-vaged enumenators cf thec population ciensus is to invite
trouble frein the. beglnning. Th'bes suc a census cant ac-
complish (and tiisj ail it lias accomplishcd kn tic paut>
i. te ililmsirate the broad and gencral tendencies vith vhicii
public policy must demi. It cannot illuminate details. and de.
tails are more and more demandcd. In the. case of agriculture
4ic çituitiont is; differei, and thc population census- nndth
final and definilve çensus of agriculture must always fr
obvions remuon% b. talcen tozetiier.


