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3t, Johns and the
Richelieu River

The Richelieu the Gateway to
the Province from the United
States.

The N. Y. Press of Sunday has a pro-
fusely illustrated article dealing with the
militia equipment of Canada, and St,
Johns as an objective point of attack., It
is from the pen of Mr. Edgar Maurice
Smith, of Montreal. On account of ifs

local and gencral interest we reproduce
it in full :

Although the majority of level-hoaded
persons on both sides of the line are of the
opinion that a warbetwoen the two great
English spoaking nations of the world is
hardly within tho range of probability,
still it might come to pass over the Vene-
zuela dispute. Anyway, it is worth
knowing just how Canada is situated with
respect to an invasion,

The permanent force of Canada seems
absurdly small, consisting as it does of
only 132 cavalry, 344 artillery and 321
infantry ; or a total of 800 men. "'his
handfnl is distributed throughout the
vast Dominion, thero being small schools
of artillery or infantry at such important
places as Quebec, Toronto, London, Win-
nipeg, Kingston, Fredericton, N. B., and
St. Johns, I, O.

It may appear strange that such small
bodies of men are kept in accive sorvico,
but this is done chiefly to furnish schools
for the volunteers who would otherwise
he unable to procure cllicient instruction,
The permanent stations are therofore but
as so many nuclei for the forming of that
number of armies in the event of war.

Canada has twelve military districts,
as follows : Nu. 1, London; No. 2, To-
ronto; No. 3, Kingston ; No. 4, Ottawa ;
No. 5,;Mentreal ; No. 6. St. Johns ; No.
7, Quebec ; No. 8, Fredericton; No. 9,
Halifax; No. 10, Winnipeg ; No. 11, Vie-
toria, B.C.; No. 12, Prince Edward Island.
There is a small standing force in most of
these districts, but at the first prospect of
war the active militia would at once be
called out.

This numbers 35,035 meon, and is made
up of 2,125 cavalry, 3,807 artillery, 151
engineers and 28,942 infantry. T'he vol-
unteers are at present only armed with
the antediluvian Snider rifle, but a gen-
eral change for tho Lee-Metford has been
decided upon by the Government, and tho
Quartermaster General i3 in England ar-
ranging for the necessary purchase.

In the War of 1812 an invasion upon
Canada by the Richelieu River was one
favored by the American oflicers, and
there is no reason to suppose thatany dif-
feront opinion would be held by those
now at the head of the forces, A few
miles from the frontier near the village of
Lacolle is a bridge that spans the river
and connects the county of St. Johns
with that of Missisquoi.

It is not probable that any attempt
would bo made by the defenders to retain
this bridge, for though it might prove of
inestimnable value it would not be worth
tho risk of losing, and would therefore be
demolished before the arrival of the
enemy.

Six mules further down in the middle
of the stream is the island known as [sle-
aux-Neix (Nut Island), where stands the
old fort that did such good serviee in days
gono by. Though unoccupied save by a
decrepit keeper, who loves to talk of his
fighting days passed in the mutiny and
the Crimea, the fort is still ia fair condi-
tion. Through negligence a great part
of the walls has crumbled away, but 1t
would not be an over difticult job to put
the place in sufliciently good repair to
ghelter a stroug battery.

RIVER SWEPT BY CANNON,

The fort i3 so situated that a few can-
non well mounted could sweep the river
in every direction, and as the course of
tho Richelien is straight, approaching
boats would be exposed to this fire, while
St. Johns, the headquarters of tho Sixth
military district, boing only twelve miles
distant, a force could be placed on the
island at a few hours notice. The Four-
teenth field battery would be at the dispo-
sal of the District Adjutant General, and
this he would probably send to Isle-aux-
Noix as temporary defenders under the
command of & shrewd officer,

It would be no casy matter to capture
the old fort, as an attacking army would
bo exposed on every sido to a murderous
firo. Land, moroover, is not more than
& quarter of a mile distant, and troops
therocencamped would bo compelled to
throw up earthenworks to protect them-
selves. Of course the freezing of the river
in winter would materially affect the
complexion of things,

POINT OF ATTACK,

Tho first important resistance would bo
made a: St. Johns, as tho possession of
this town would bo as invaluable to the
invaders as its retention would be ncces-
sary to the defenders. Once it fell, tho
highways to Montreal would be compar-
atively clear, as both the Grand Trunk
and Canadian Pacific Railways econncct
the place with the metropolis, The Cen-
tral Vermont hasits terminus there, and
troops and supplios {rom any part «f the
Fastern Sates could be sent by rail to
within sightof Montreal.

At St. Johns also commences the Cham-
bly Canal, which makes a water connee-
tion between this part of the country and
the St.Lawrence River, the Richelieu (rom
here to tho end of its course abounding
in rapids to so great ap exteut as to make
navigation impossible. The canal runs
alongside the riverof which it isin reality
part, and is divided from it by a bank
with the natural bank on the other side.

Being the head «f the Sixth mihtary
district and the seat of the Third regi-
ment Royel Canadian Infantry, St. Johns
isnever quite defensoless, The District
Adjutant General would from the eactive
militia have a foree of 2,200 men, but this
wonld necessitate the calling to St. Johns
of all the regiments in the Sixth district.

Montreal, which isin the Fifth milivary
district, could send out &8 many more
men, and these city regiments aie won-
derfully cflicient. Between four and five
thousand troops would, thercfore, be
strongly intrenched at St. Johns, and
could doubtless succeed in holding the
rlace until the arrival of a British army.

For about three miles the approach to
thoe town by water is open to a direct fire
from ihe ramparts, where stands the re-
mains of the celebrated St. Johns fort.
One of the cannon that was operated so
successfully from this point in the war of
1812 is still there, and 13 in good order,
Within a stone’s throw of the old fort is
the barracks whero the regimont of infan-
try is located under the command of
Tacutenant Colonel d’'Orsennens, tho Dis-
trict Adjutant General.

THE FIRST FIELD OF BATTLE,

The small force of less than one hun-
dred men is under the same regulations
that govern the British army, and as a
consequence is well equipped for an emer-
gency. Should it at any time be ncces-
sary to call the active militiato St. Johns
the men of the school would probably be
judiciously distributed through tho regi-
ments as drill instructors, ete.

The large, roomy buildings of the St.
Johns barracks are beautifully located on
tho Rlichelicu about a quarter of a mile
above the town. Round about are exten-
sive open fields devoid of trees where g,
largo body of troops could boe encampod.
The country is flat, and an attacking
forco would be unassisted by any natural
shelter, whilo the defendetrs could throw

up ramparts and quietly await the enomy.
It is cortain that a desperato straggle
would take place hero, astrugglo in which
should the Canadians and British be sue-
cosful, the Americans would be forced to
beat a hasty retrcat. If, however, the
invaders should be victorious they would,
in the capture of St. Johns, hold an im-
portant key to the situ~tion.
EpGAR MAURICE SMITI,

Victoria, B. C*

ARTILLERY PASTIMES,

Tho Drill Hull Nightly a Scenc of Ace
tivity Between Instrution and
Recroatlon.

The members of the Garrison Artillery
are constantly allding to the attractions
siforded in the drill hall on Menzie St.,
and tho Jatest features on the list aro for
the especial instruction and cntertain-
ment of No. 1 Company. On TFeb. 4th
they had the first of an intended series
of shooting competitions for prettily de-
signed silver spoons, turned out by David-
son Bros., and offered as prizes by the
comwany association. ‘I'he practice was
with Morris tubes fiitted in Martini riflos.
Owing to the large attendance tho pro-
gramme had to be rather curtailed, bnt
nevertheless the evening was very pleas-
antly spont.

Tho opening shiot was kindly fired by
Mrs. R. Ross Mouro, wife of the enter-
prising captain nsw in charge of the com-
pany. ‘The compotition then procecded
by classes, the men having been so divi-
ded as to make 1t interesting to all,

In tho first class Sergeant-Major Mulca-
hy was the wiuner, with a score of 80,
which by the rules took precedence of
another 30 made by Licut. J. D. Taylor.
Capt. Ross Monro scored 28 and Guaner
W. IL. Bailey 27.

Mlhere were two spoons for the second
class, and the scores were close and de-
cidely cre-ditable. The first wentto Gun-
ner C. Kenward, with 20 points, and the
second to Corp. Meclean, with 27, Next
in order were (ir. R. Harrap 23, Gr. H.
P. Diekinson 21, Liout, D. B. McConnan
21, and Gr. L. B. Trimon 2v.

Two promising recruits, Guuners F.
Vigor and A. Sherk, carried of the sou-
vinirs for the third class, their respective
scores being 2122, T'rawmpeter C. Harris
was closo after themn with 21,—The Col-
onist, Victoris.

-0
Dominion Artillery Associa-
tion.

The aunual meeting of the Association
will take place ut Ottawa, Oant., on Tues-
day, the 25th I'ebruary inst. Hour aud
place pill be advertised in the local pa-
pers. Revised rules will be sudimitted
for consideration by committee appoint-
ed at last annual meeting. A full meet-
ing is requested, as the proposcd chan-

ges are important.
By order,
T. B. DONATLDSON Major,

Sccretary,
Ottawa

e S ————

Mr. John Reade, the well-known littera-
taur of Moutreal, has just been elected a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Literaturo
of Great Britain, - This socicty was founded
by George 1Y, and the poet Coleridge was
one of its Fellows,

Thae Transvaal question is again assuming
an ugly aspect, and it is learned from an
official sonreo that the British War Office,
acting unider orders from the Government,
has made every preparation to send an ar-
my corps of twenty thousand men to Seuth
Africa.



