
'rHE CANADIAN MILITARY GAU]TTre

st, Johns andthe
Richelieu River,

The Richelieu the Gateivay to
the Province froin the United

States.
The N. Y. Press of Sunday has a pro-

f ugely illustrated article dealing with the
militia equipment cf Canada, and St.
Johns as an objective point of attaek. It
ks from the pen cf 1%r. Edgar Maurice
Smiithi, cf Montreal. On account cf ils
local and gencral interest we reproduce
1h in ful

Although the majority of level-hoadcd
persans on both sidos cf thoeline are cf the
opinion that a warbetwoen the two great
English spoaking nations et thoeavorld is
hardly within the range of probability,
still it migh&lt coma to pass over the Vene-
zuela dispute. Anyway, it is worth
knowing just how Canada is situated with
respect te an invasion.

Tho permanent force cf Canada seemas
absurdly smali, censisting as it dûes of
only 132 cavalry, 344 artillery and 82-1
infantry ; or a total of 800 mon. This
iiand ful is distributed throughout the
vast Dominion, theo being smiall sehools
cf artillery or infatry at such important
places as Quebee, Toronto, London, WVin-
nipeg, Kingstoni, Fredericton, N. B., and
st. Johns, 1'. O.

IL may appear strango that such small
bodies cf men are kept in acGive service,
but this is done chiefly te furnmsh sehools
for the volunteers who wculd ctherwise
ho unable t procure ciicient instruction.
The permanent stations are therefore but
as se many nucîci for the forning cf that
uumber of armies in the event of war.

Canada has twelve military districts,
as follows : No. 1, London; No. 2, To-
ronto;- No. 3, Kingston ; No. il, Ottawa ;
No. 5,-MNontro.l ; No. 6. St. Johns ;No.
7, Quebcc ; No. 8, Fredericton; No. 9,
Hlalifax; No. 10, Winnipeg; No. 11, Vic-
toria, B.C.; No. 12, Prince Edward Islanid.
Thcre is a small standing terce in most of
these districts, but at the firet prospect of
war the active militia would at once bc
called eut.

This nuinbers 35,035nuen, and is maude
up of 2,12,5 cavalry, 3,8-j7 artillcry, 151
ongineers and 28,9412 infantry. The vol-
unteers are at presont only armed with
the antediluvian Snider rifle, but a gen-
oral change for the Lee-Metford lias béea
decided upon by the GGcvernment, and the
Quartermaster General is in England ar-
ranging fer the necessaîy purelmase.

Iii the WNar cf 1812 an invasion upon
Canada by the Richelieu River was one
favored by the Amorican oficers, and
thore is ne reason te suppose that any dif-
feont opinion would be iîeld by those
now ah the head of the forces. A few
miles from the frontier near tuhe village cf
Lacollu is a bridge that spans the river
and cenecets the county cf St. Jolans
with that cf Missisquci.

It is net probable tlîat any atteumpt
would bc made by the defenders te retain
tiis bridge, for though it might prove cf
inestimable valua it would not be worth
the risk cf losiaag, and ould therefore lie
deinolished bofore the arrival of the
enemy.

Six miles further down in the midle
cf Uhc streamn is the island knbivn as [sic-
a ux-Noix (Ntt Island), wvhere stands lime
Old fort that did suehi good service in d ays
gene by. ihough unoceupied savc by a
decrepit keeper, who loves lu halk cf lis
fghtiug days passed ini the imutimmy anit
th e Crimnea, the fort is stili ia fair condi-
tion. Through negligenco a great part
cf tho wallk bas cruînbled away, bat t
w exili not bc an ovem- dilliuult job te put
Lime place in suficiently g(>.d repair ho
q helter a strong battery.

RIVER SWEPT BY1 CANNON.
Tho fort is 80 sîtuatedl that a fcw eau-

non %vol mountod could sweep the river
in êvery direction, and as the course of
tho Richelieu is straight, approaching
boat8 would bc exposed to this fire, while
St. Johns, the hoadquarters of the Sixth
reilitary ditrict, boing only twelve miles
distant, a force could bc placed on the
island at a few hours notice. The Four-
teenth field battery would bc at the dispo-
sai of the District Ad jitant General, and
this ho would probably send to, Isle.aux-
Noix as temporary defenders under the
commnand of a shrewd officer.

It weuld be no casy miatter to capture
the old fort, as an attackîng arniy would
bo exposed on cvery side to" a murderous
fîre. Land, moreover, is net more than
a quartor of a mile distant, and troops
thereceamped would bo compelled te
throw up earthcnworks to protect them-
selves. 0f course tho freezingof the river
in iinter wvou1i1 nîaterially affect the
comlpexion of things.

voix ýr OP xrA1 Cî<.

Tho first important resistance would Nbc
made a ~ St. Johns, as tho possession of
this tovn vuld be as invaluahie to the
invaders as itçt retention would bo neces-
sary to the defenders. Once it fell, the
high ways to Mentreal woulil be compar-
atively clear, as both the Grand Triunk
and Canadian Pacifie Itailways connect
the place Mith the nmetropolis The Cen-
tral V'ermont has its terminus thiere, and
troops and supplies from any part (J the
Eastern Sates ceuld bc sent by rail to
within sightof Montreal.

At St. Johns aIse commences the Chantî-
bly Canal, -whichi makes a water conuce-
tion betwcen thiq part ef the country and
the St. Lawrence River, the Richelieu t'rom
here to the end cf its course aboun'Jîng
in rapids te seo roat au extent as te miak o
navigation impossible. 'lho canal rans
alongsi(Ie the riveroet which it is in reality
part, and is dividied froin it by a bank
witlî the natural bank on the other sido,

Bcing the head cf the Sixth military
district and the scat of the Third regi-
mient Royal Canadian Infantry, St. Johnas
is never qiiite defenseless. Tho District
Ad jutant G enorai wvould from the active
inilitia have a force et 2120)0 men, but this
woilld necessitato theccalling to St. .Johns
of ahl the regiments in the Sixth district.

Mfontreal, which is in tie Fifth military
district, could scnd out as many more
men, and these city regiments aie wvon-
derf ully ellicient. Between four and five
thousaiîd troops vuld, therefore, bc
strongly intrenchcd at St. Joh ns, and
could gdoubtless succed in holding the
place tintil the arrivai cf a British army.

Fer about thrce miles the approach te
the town by watcr is open to a direct fire
from Lho ramparts, where stanils the re-
mains ef the celebrated St. Johns fort.
One of the cannon that was operatcd se
successfully fromi this point in the warot
181'2 is stili there, and is in geod order.
Withiu a stoneý's throwof the 01(1 fort is
the barracks w~hero the regimoent of in fan-
try is located under the command of
ie~utenant Colonel d'Orsen nenis, the Dis-

trict Acjutant G:etneral.

TU ITHE riEu> ori" ýITE.

Tho srnall force of lcss than ono lîuu-
dred men is tinder tho same regul atious
that govera the Brit.i hariny, anI as a
conseqlueiie is wcil equipped for an enter-
gency. Should it at any time bc neceq-
sary te eaul the active militia te St. .Johnls
the men of the sehool wouhi probably bc
judliciously distributed through the regi-
mients as diHI instructors, ete.

The large, roomy lîuildings ofthie St.
John,. barrackts are boautifully located ûn
the Richelieu about a quarter of a muile
al)ove the town. Rlound about arc exten-
-ive open fielils dcvoiii f treecs wheiro ze,
large body of trooris could bu ceticamnpod.
Trho country !-; flat, and an tttackiiig
force woulul bc unas.isted by auîy natural
ShOlter, ivhilo the d(Âeender1s could throw

UP ramparts and quietly await the onemy.
It is certain that a desperato strugirle
WOUbl take place bore, a strugglo ini ihich
shotuld the Canadians and British be suc-
cosful, the A mericans weuld be forced to
boat a hasty retreat. If, however, the
invaders should bevictorieus they would,
in the capture of St. Johns, hold an imn-
portant koy te the situi tien.

EL>C Ai MAURICE SMrru.

Victoria, B. O'
ALtTILLERY PASTIES.

'l'ie Drilli liai I Nltly t sciieor Ac-
tlvlty Ilotween i listration and

Iteeation.

The members ef the Garrison Artillery
are censtantly aiLMing ho the attractions
uffordcd ini the drill hall on Meuzie St.,
and tho latost features on thîe list are for
the esp1ecial instruction and cntertain-
ment cf No. 1 Company. On Feb. 4th
they had tho first of au intended serios
of shooting coin petitions for prettily de-
signed silver speons, turned ont by David-
son Bros., and offered as prizoq by the
cernwany association. Tlhéi practice was
ivith Morris tubes fiittcd in Martinmi rifles.
Otving to the lar-go attendance thu pro-
gramme had to bc rather curtailod, bit.
nevertheles:- the evening wvas very îdeas-
antly s pont.

Tho opening shot was kindly fired by
Mrs. R. .Ross Moiire, wifeo f the enter-
prising captai» nsw in charge ofthe coin-
pany. 'fimecempatîtion then procoeedd
by classei, the mon lîaving bee» se divi-
ded as te niake it iuteresting to all.

In tho first class Sergeant-Major Mulca-
hy ivas the wiunnr, ivith a score eof30,
*hich by the rules took precedence of
axiother Si made b)y Liout. J1. D. Taylor.
Capt. .Ross Mvonro scored 2S and Gunnor
W. IL. Bailoy 27.

Mhero e 'ore two speons for the second
class, and the scores ere close and de-
cidely ct-olihatble. 'rue first wentto Gun-
lier CJ. Kenwvard, with 21) points, and the
second to Corp. Mýe'ceaiî, iwith 27. Next
in order weroC (r. R. ilarrap 23, Gr. H.
P. Dîctginsoil 21, Lieut. D. B3. McConnam
'21, and! Cr. L. B3. Trime» 20.

Tvo premiising recruits, Guunnrs F.
Vigor and A. Shuork, carried cf the sou-
vIirs for tie third elass, their respective

scoes ing21 2.Traumpeter C.larris
was close after thein witîu 21.-The Col-
ûnist.. Victor1m.

Dominion Artillery Associa-
tion.

Trhe aunual meeting of the Association
will take place aI Ottawa, Ont., ou Tues-
day, the 251h Fchruary inst. Ilour and
p)lace pili bc advertised in the local pa-
pars. kevised ries will be sudinitted,
for cousideration by coininittee appoint-
ed at last aniitiaI meeting. A full meet-
ing is requested, as the proposcd chan-
ges are important.

Dy orcler,
T. B. DoNAD.(ON Ma.jor,

Sccretary.

Mr. Jolin ieadv, the wcll-k,îiovl littora-
heur of alontreal, has just beeil cleeted a
Fellow of the Royal -'iciety of Literaetatte-
of (ircat Bvitaiua. '1'is:ýocety wvas fouded
»Y George IW., anîd the peet (Coleridge was
elle of ils 1'ellows.

Tho Trmansv:a luestion i gi suun
ait uigly aspect, and it i4 leaiied frorn ail
offivial iscireo that t he Iritish Var Office,

, inluuider orders froua the (ilruueh
lias amade every 1)repaatîtosm te seuad au ar-

lu op ft hweuay Uaoisaid tmon ho Sonui


