
D)OMINION IME DICAL MONTIILV 173

cability and perfected its technique by previous trials on animiais.
Atcordingly 1 obtainied a license and certificatcs a year ago i
order to niale the necessary experinments, but unfortunatel other
catis upon my tinie lhave iiot allowed me, to do mnore than to make
trial experimients of dividing stenosed valves iii diseased hecarts
f rom the post-InorteuL theatre, and on htalthy valves ini the hearts
ýof cats, and also to try the proposed operation iii the deazl animal.
It nmay be somne montlhs longer before 1 can get anything more
donc>, and I therefore. think that it niay be wvorth wvhî1e to wvrite
this l)relilninary note, especially as, after ail, if the operation is to
be donc in mani, it wvil1 be surgeons wvho wvi11 do it, and they must,
of course, miake their owvn prelimiinary experiments, hiowever fully
the operation may be described by others, and ecd must fiprl out
for himself the imethod which lie wvi11 employ in each particular
«case.

The first question that arises is whvlether thc mitral orifice
should be enlarged by clongating the natural opcn-ing, or wvhether
the valves should be eut through thieir nmiddle at righit angles to
the normal opening. 1 think that thiere can be littie doubt that
the former xvould be the better plan, but tic latter is the more
*easily performed, and it m-ight be sufficient to effect the desired
purpose of facilitating the flow of blood fromn tie auricle into the
ventricle. The knîves whichi I have uised have been like tenotomy
knives, but some which I have had made of ladies' bonnet pins
were too thin and flexible for stenosed valves, although they were
sufflciently strong to divide thc normal valves in the hearts of
-cats. The cutting edge of sonie of these was only a quarter of an
inch, but this is too short, and a.cutting edge of f romi hiaf an inch
to an inch is really required. the main part of the valve can be
clivided wvith comparative case, but the thickenecl edge is firm and
it resists the knife. I have niot yct decided on the best form of
knife, and its form nmust depend to some extent upon -%vhether tic
surgeon decicles to operate f rom tic auricle or from the ventricle.
The latter is Iess likely to blecd, as the knife need not be mauch
thicker titan a needie, and a needie wound of the ventricle rarely
gives rise to any bleeding. I have often observed this in animnais,
,especially during thc experiments of t'-ie Hyderabad Chioroforni
'Commission. Tie same is the case in man, ;vhilst a needie pune-
'turc in thé auricle mnay give rise to muci blceeding.*

The plan whici I have used (but onlly in the dead animal) for
,exposing the heart is that of Ninni of Naples, recommended by
Rotter and described in the ivlIedical Review for juily, 1900, P.
400. It consists in making incisions from the left edge of thc
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