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tiien to give us sh-ort. case reports, and bave in this way secured a
few short papers.

We feit that the l)r(,selltatiýon of clinical cases, with the enisUling
discussions, would be of mucli greater interest and advantage to the
profession than listeniing to a number of leugthy paipers. Our
policy lias 1)eefl to, invitýe memiiers outsi(lc the' city of Troronto only
to take part in tlic symposia and to read papers, and it was only
because, i'n soine of the sections, we failed to secure a sufficient
numiier iii spite of repea(ted appeals, that we have had to fall baek
upon so-me of the Toronto meinhers. 1 thiini tlEe inembers of the
Association generally do not fuily realize the extrenie difflcn!ty,
ofteýn amountimg to impossihility, of securing papers froni ietubers
in c.ountry districts.

Whiilst we bave endeavored, to provide a varied anid ýintcresting
clinical programme, we have not been uinmindful of the social side,

ad I th-erefore hope you will find the meeting hoth instructive d
enjoyable.

I1hoi like ýto take thiis opportnnity of re'ferring to tlic great
]oss ývlich the profession in the Prù,vince, of On'tario lias sugtained
iii the untiniely and trag-ie (eath of a former President of this
Association, tlie late Dr. James F. W. IRoss. Hie always tookr thie
kzeenest interest in the affairs of this Association, and ivas presenýt
at our last mneeting at Niagara, Falls. lc couli always bc re]iedJ
upon to do his utinost to further the interests of luis ,beloved pro-
fession, and it is scarcely necessary for mie to say that the pro-
fession, as a who]e, and this Association in partienlar, has lost a
very st-anchi anedsd one whýosc place it -will be difficuit or
impossible'to fill.

I sliould like also to refer to th(- loss w'hîiei the profession
t.hroug'h-Iout Canada lias siistaine(l in the dcathi of Dr. James Bell
of Montreal. Ile was one of our triîly great mten, and lias donce a
great deal to elevate the standing of thc Canadian îaedieall pro-
fession.

Ais each year of nuy professiouîal lufe passes, iny cnito
becoînes -stionger that an organization of sorne kind to hind the
profession together is an ahsolute neeesýsity, ani thbatt for this
purpose we could 'have nothing better thon oui' Ontario MNedieal
Associiation, which is a potent influi(,ee for tlic good of tli, pro-
fession and the publie.

When it w-as first sungge(stedl that this Association shoutld beeoune
a branch of thc Domninion Medical Association, many of us feared
that in tihis way we nîighît lose our identity,. As the scheme lias
eventually materialized, however, 1 think it a distinct advantagc


