D Akt

T

TENESS AND: CATH

SR

/7

CHRONICLE.

s whonyits business had- devoted, the first glance at
he ‘twp hundred .who filled the benches of the City
ASrbly s st i
exantination of ‘the’ proccedings, as every feck
. unxiety :disappeared, it was supplanted by the’ pure,
" ‘earnestspirit- which® pervaided every man, but some
" half-dozen perhaps, of that Assembly. . . . , . .,
" For.a democratic, deliberative assembly, the place
copn 13 e F N Cgloaw ) ot PrSs i . B i
‘of meeting” was admirably ;}dnpﬁe‘a. An octagonal
*hiall, ¢apable of "h6Ming about ‘thiree hundred persons,
-with:three.of “its sides cut off by the Chair, gallery,
~.and entrances; a'long tablé running through its centre,

and rows.of raised benches all round—simple in all its

arrangements, and completely without  ornament.
“The very look of the room suggested work, and not
‘words—a. siggestion'which the exelusion of reporters,
and the standing orders, were adinirably adapted to
.enforcecif there were meed. 0 oo .
. If the assembly,as a whale, was dmpressive; it be-
eame, more and more so ag:it was. examined in. detail,
and as its proeeedings were observed. , For those
who knew imost of the ‘men ‘presént, personally or by
repute, this’ minute observation’ of' its-inner workings
:became- every second ‘more concentrated:; for on
-every face around is some marked individuality, or the
type of 2 certain representative character. Presby-
. terian ministers, Catholic priests, farmers, citizens
Jjournalists—to this general classification the meeting
is evidently reducible—but to how many ‘shades ol
ccharacter and phases of :meaning within it? - -

‘Tt is moved-and seconded that Dr. MeKaiglt, of the
Hster Bunner, do- tuke the. chairy dnd after some
modest delay, youw observe a mild-looking sniddle-aged
man at last seated, amid, cheers. iir alf varieties of
accent’from the whole nicéting, but with the ringing

~ reasonance - of Ulster - unmistaléabiy ' predominant.
Ulster men regard the Doctor -highly, I can tell you,
and good- cause they have. - And it would be hard to

. pay them a bigher compliment;than to make the organ
of the Presbyterian Church, and of the Ulster Vcnant
Right, Speaker of this National Congress. Mild
‘looking enough'is the Doctor—but watclr the earnest
.energy with which he speaks, how his eye flanies, and
.the voluble force with:which his voice drives out what-
ever-thought he is enforeing, and the high conscientious
motive which obviously rules all. his actions, and
the certain square set determination in his head. And
observe how affectionately these Ulstennen all regard
‘him.  Really . there 'is no mistaking the Doctor’s
influence. . May ke be sentenced. to smoke acrid

pigtail, and -puzzle his. brain in vain over the meta~

. physical subtleties of an exterminator’s conscience,
\ who-cries aggo toit. "0 .
Under the Chair is a long desk for the Secretaries,
witli three-as' pleasant faces bebind it as any im the
Conference. One of:them, 2 young, handsome fel-
low, of Saxon temperament, one would suy, and of
some two or three and twenty years, is Mr. William
irdwaod, of Lurgan, in the County Armagh, gentle-
man solicitor, one of the' Northern Deputies to Eon-
rlon. . The next is the Reverend Willian Dobbin, of

- Anaghlone, whom it was said they would bring to the:
bar of the Lords some months since for heresy anent |

“ the sacred rights of property.” Now, no one would
suspeet Mr. Dobbin of schism even, he Tooks so-mild,
and smiles so blamdly, whenever he rises to the meet-
ing,and particularly when lie does allude to the rights
aforesaid ; as he takes occasion to do pretty {requently ;
feeling a strong. necessity to speak the flattest; heresy
in the most seraphic spirit possible. Mr. Dobbin is
about thirty years of age. But who is this stalwart
agrarian Beformer alongside of him, Gracchusin-a

soutane—with a fist to fell oxen, and a voice to put| -

the fear of God into-a rack-renter, if anything could..
"That, Sir, is Iather: Tom O‘Shea, of Callan. Just
as mueh as M-Knight’s name typiflos the Ulster Ten-
ant Right, Father O‘Shea’s does the Southern:move-
ment that has grown so amazingly within the Jast nine
months. About six years ago, under the shadow of

Walker’s column, in’ the Virgin City of Ulster, the

Doctor, vE:th some half-dozen others, established the
Ulster Asdpeiation.. It is another name for the pro-
¥ince now.d- Last December, as: well as T remember,
Father OBhea, and: his coadjutor, Father O‘Keefe,

- founded the ‘Callan Tenant Protection Society, round
which the whole ' Southern members hdve since
gathered. And the Conference means, in the main,
the alliance: of tliose' great”forces. ~“Whoever is
skilled in drawing conclusions from: such tangible pre-
mises, may augur awkward resulls to-the:landiords, if.
they do not capitulate-in time.

Aund now, looking right down- to the end of the
table, passing a dozen. or so very white Presbyterian
cravats, and about: the same number of ecclesiasticak
rabbus agreeably interspersed, and noticing among the
laymen the massive-head, and portly Yorkshire look,
of Frederick Lucas, (who is discussing the principles
of valuation in the most afféctionate way possible, with
sundry shining lights of: the kirk,), there, besides Mr:
€. G. Dully, you may observe a tall and remarkably.
handsome young man, with nothing of the cleric very

< ghservable in his aspect, but rather a subdued. military |

dash in air. and apparel—a Lieutenant of Volinteers.
in mufti, one might faney.  But that, Sir,is the Rev.
David Bell,; of Ballibay; and, i’ faith, I could: almost
swalloyw. the. Westininster Confession, to:be of his cons,
gregation: He: bas tiken you fairly by. storm. before
he speaks a word, there. is, something so frank.and.
~open—almost boyishly so—in his face;; But.when he:
does speak;: you-.recognise a.real orator. . It:1s -my:
. impression<—talce i€ for what it i§-worth—that, .except.
"Thomas Meaglier, there is: n::man ,born, in.. Ireland:
- tiis grenerationwwho Lizsso wuchdrge, native eloquence:
i him, - And-although, to-use lus own-words :lately,
. he always.Lsticks:to his-text™, when speaking, still,
~there-are .
of deeper disaffection than what

¥

Do aglyl e . - L .
resistibly impressive ; and on’ closer.
eel.mk of

destroyed ; but we draw.our: golng"l)l.zgjgns'-fran_;;ﬁl;q: :
casionalkindicatiots of, an, mnder-current, .dence before tis; a.nd&hnt?ev-xdgr‘l.c'eﬁ 3§_.gl?{ﬁ9ra]¥x--favqu?-;
) ctio he bears to. the Jand-. |
- Tords, "X marked him talk about yepresentatives with-
- -an-”82 .accent;. and:in a little, appropriate:allusion.

shauld..ngt, feel surprised.if . he 'mednt to.include : the
Castle. . This is mere speculation, however..\: ... ; .

- In the seats behind sit.about twenty, stout farmers,’
with something nore .akin to-Northern. chavacteristics
than the generality. of Southern;Delegates. These;
are the: Wexford men. . They, are, headed by, Dr.’

| Meyler and FatherParle, of Newtownbarry; as hearty;

aspecimen of a young national priest as ever doubtef.
the theology of moral force. - It isbetter than.,fifty.
years since- there was common cause between the men’
that followed Henry M¢Cracken throughthe streets

Oulart; "and now we see them together again, and
foréver. Forever, friends !' For this Wexford depu-
tation: Bas its instriictions, above all other things, to
have a Union with the North, Banners fiying and
bands playing,five thousand men—(Shelmalier guflow-
glusses)—marched twelve miles of the Dublin road
with them the other day, and'it was their lust word to
them—UnioN wrrg Unster, =~ .~ .0 'Y ..

Tiére is Father Redmond of Arklow, and T thank
him: from ‘my heart for it; and' so” will Ireland. He’
was the first man to repudiate all names and. symbols’
-of disunion.  No.man shall forget. the hearty enthusi-
asm which bailed ‘his demmciation. of all attempts to
divide'the people—no man::can. fail to remember " the
generous glow which-fell .on the - assembly, like a
second suniight, when Dr. Rentoul, with lis rugzed
Derry accent, clinched, as it were, the, cordial union
of the provinces. : A union not of name alone neither.
On every question that was discussed, on every-sidc
.of:the discussion, men: took their places, and stated
their views in utter -oblivion of creed or province:
The Comference. was Irish, and Irish only. And on:
every point that involved a great principle, an unani-
mous vote was taken. ¢ Discuss the question all day
if you will it, but we must have an wnanimous vote.”.
This was the spirit of the proceedings. It is arthing
to be told and cogitated in St. Stephen’s, to be. heard
with horror by the exterminators, and. to give hope

mous declaration that the Irish tenant shall have per-
-petual tenure, and a regulated rent in futive. It isa
thing to move England more than men think. As
Thumas Carlyle said the, other day, this Irish tenant
agitation is very likely to become *soon an English
and a Scotch one too.” Andif it does? '

On: the benches all round’ close on a hundred Catho-
lic priests tale an anxious and active interest in the
proceedings. They are most of thenr parish priests
from the agricultural :distrits, of  simple, pious, and
unpretentious appearance:  But they generally speak
with a solid, vigorous common-scnse, and’ thiey are not
unfrequently nuncios from a diocese or a deanery.

fine young priests of the last ten years’ missions—
forming a pleasant contrast with the young Presby-
tevian ministers.  One: of them sitting silently and
alone, with a spititual look, somewhat rigid and
ascetic; perbaps, for so- young' a man, iy the Rev.
Bernard Daly,’ whose admiiable letter in the last
Nation, it is.to be. haped, the Conneil will - take. into
their carly, consideration. . T

. It is argreat Democratic Assembly—a great exam-
ple of Democracy in Ireland. Of Irish aristocrats no
such assembly could be convened. Writing amid
its excitement and anxiety one catches but its promi-
nent features. And there is more, much moré, to be
said of its mem-and-modes. But as we are just going
to ballot for the new Council, T will write no further,
but say what more I have to say about it, next week,
if you let me. ' '

"Tig: Caors.—County Conk.—The Rev.. Timothy
Murray, C.C., Lislivane,Clonakilty, writes tous, under
date Augustl6th :—«The progress of the potato disease
is much-slower than was anticipated a few days ago,
when the weather was cold and rainy.. Harvest is
completely . set in, and the weather most favorable:
The yield is likely to be above the average.. Fish
was never more abundant onthis eoast, but the poor fish-
ermen are badly off for want of eflicient materials to
to cateh it ; and a vast portian of the ablest and best of
them: have emigrated to America, whither the whele
adult population-of this part of the country seem deter-
mined to go as-soon as they possibly can.. The thou-
sands-who have emigrated during the last four yearsarg
continbally drawing. off the remainder of the. able-
bodied population; so that at present it will be ex-
tremely  difficult to-save the entire harvest, Tor want of
hands,” . o ,

PoraTo: Diseask.—As thediscovery of the canse of
the potato disease may lead to the discovery of its re-
medy, any fact tending to-disclose this cause must be
deemed important. -Now, it is a fact, to which public
attention has not yet been sufliciently directed, that
insects of the small beetle kind are found;. at this par-
ticnlar season, infesting the diseased roots in vast quan-
tities, especially after warm. rain ; and there is good
reason to believe- that they lay their eggs in the pota-
toes, which is the-cause of the rot—like those insects

in America which.are said. so 10 cause the toes. of the

Americans sometimes to rot off These insects are
exceedingly active: and tenacions of life' ;"and-as they:
are likely to-go on muitiplying—for grubs.are found in.
the rotten potatees—the only way ol saving the sound
art-of the crops, until some efticacious remedy shall’
ave been discavered, will ‘be' to’ commence ' digging:

ap. the: potatoes whetherthey begpite mipe or. not, as.

soon. as the disease makes its appearance. ~ When once

diseased part-of a potato be’cut off, the rest of ‘it will’
regain sound.—Correspondent of Tablel, .
" The Poraro Cror e Tue SputH:—The idea which
is impressed-on our mind in -congequence -of . all -that:
has reachedius.up to this moment, . is," that, the potato:
is not. lualerigglli' damaged as yet—that the tuber:is ge-

riérdll¥ safe—and that. there” will 'be’ more thisn’salfi--

.ciént-for all himan: consumpticn... ‘We grefully. 2ware:

of the. fact, that; in-some, instances tubers have been.
‘evl

iable.—~Corls Exeminersi, - ' .1/ T
Tuam.—Tlie fatal disease, is gradually, butstill with -
steady pace, progressing. * It' s ‘quite useless.to spe~
‘culdte on the extent' of -the .damagelately sustuinsd’

he.. made;; to.. the; enemy,” on. one; occasiop,;

from the. present, blight.. ALl iwe.cen +yet state" witli.

Of Abtrim, and Iather Murphy down the il of [&

and heart to our poer exiles in America, this unani- "

Scattered among ‘them:'one sees younger men—the |

the:disease begins, it continues1d''spread. but'if the |:

«certainty, is, that the blight. upan;the leaf :is. universal.
—that the disease in the stalk does not yet scem 10 be
as fatal as‘in’ pfevious- yedrs—and that” several’in=
-stances -of:damage to the' root: have ¢ome within the
range.of our own actugl gbservation.— Zugm Herald,,
Kn.xewy—~Fanure or tne Wuear Cror.—We
‘deeply-féoret 16' have 0 state that'the worst -accouiits’
came into town on Thursday and Friday with: regard:
io the, wheat crop, , On Thursday, the Feast of the:
‘Asguraption of the Ever Blessed Virgin, a larze num-:
‘ber of thie ‘connitry*people thronged intoKilkenny; as is
Aaswal on | holidays, &and from one apd all the most
gloomy accounts were heard. Seversd gemlemen!
‘have calléd ‘4t our office to confirn the teports of
exterisive blight: by ‘their: experience of their own
lands. |, During, the last three weeks, wn'almospheric
mfluence during some mornings-has nearly ruined the
‘hitherto 'partially ‘blighted ear.. In some places the
produce will not be worth: the labour.of the harvesters,
In other places, the farmers don’t think it worth
‘while 10 -eut the wheat.” Purcliasers cannot be got to
take the 'produce of a field at 14 :in acre. One
farmer cut down-his ¢ wheat*? with scythe, packed it
with pitchforks into cants, and then threw it into a
‘manure’ hedp.—Kilkenny Journal. '

«- The scarcily of silmen in the rivers Suir, Nore, and’
Barow, during the present season, has been such as to.
amount nearly to o total failure. We have been in-:
formed that the salmon fisheries in the varions rivars
of Ireland: and ‘of Scotland’ hiive- béen #his year un-
precedentedly unproductive. The fact of the failure
in the salmon fishery being so general, forbids the
conjecture of its having urisen from canses confinéd to
any particular locality. The passage of larre quan-
tities of salmon fry to the sea_n the months of April,
May, and June, gave the hope of an abundant sapply
of peal at this period of the season; but so far fromy
this being thie case, hardly a salmon was 1o be seen.—
Walerford Mail. C

Moxacuax, Ave. 17.—The flax ¢rop may be eaid
to be zathered, and a fuir acre has brought from £14
-to £15, and some as highas £16—ihe Glasslongh and
Crieve . Flax Companies giving those prices for the
green flax. We do not think the potatoes are getting
worse.—Monughan Stdndard. B

- Mackerel fishing has been successfully commenced
in the hay of Dundalk, and large takes of this exqui-
site fish are frequently made. ]

‘[ararense Tace oF Herrines.—The Claddagh boats
were. out-again on Friday night in search of herrings,
which have wisited our bay in large shoals. . The 1ake
was immenge—every boat in the little fishing fleets
‘being laden to-the gunwale with herrings.  Our quays
are hterally covered with fresh herrings, which are
now selling at the rate of two shillings a thousand.—
Galway Vindicalor..

- Steam-su1r Canat FroM Kivkessy ro Innistionus.
—A gentleman has mooted the . propriety of fyrming
Steam-ship Canal from Kilkenny 1o the tidal water of
Innistiogue, and he has lodged £400 in the Provineial
Bauk as a beginning, and- as an earnest of his good
faith, His nume is not given—wlhy we caunot say ;
Dot of the fact that the money is actually lodged, we
have been assured by the respectable manager of tlie
bank, Andrew M¢Kean, Esq. It is computed that
£320;000 would be sufficient for the completion of the
undertaking. The distance is only thirteen miles.—
The: promoter calls upon eight hundred men'in the
counties of Kilkenny, Waterlord, and Wexford, to
come forward witl. £400 each, orelse raise the money
in £5 shares.—Kilkenny Journal. '

The Cork and Bandou Railway Company held their
meeting on Wednesday,. The traflic receipts for the
half-year were £1,810, and the expenditure £1,695.
No dividend was declared, and the directors announced
that they would discontinue the payment of interest.

Recust ExmprrioN of Maxaracrores Rovar Dys-
1N Sociery.—We ave glad to perceive the favorable
opinion pronounced: by us, of the blacking manufac-
turéd by Messrs. Aleock and Co., has beeu fully rati-
fied by.the judges of the exhibition. Alcock & Co.’s
blacking has been awarded- the special certificate lor
superior merit.  To be thus credemialed by a body so
eminent must be a circumstance most encouraging 1o
the enterprising manufacturers, and likewise insirn-
mental in securing. for their blacking still larger pa-
tronage than it has yet enjoyed.

of this town, are at present sonstructing a pair of en-
gines, of seventy horse power, for a splendid steamer,
the Oscar, lately lounched by Denny Brothers, of Dum-
barton, and to be screw-propelled. We may alse
mention that the celebrated 240 horse-power engines
of the Aurora, made by them, have beeu transfered ta
‘the iron steamer Camilla, now plying between Liver-
pool and Havre.—Banner of Ulsier. ‘

‘NeEw Swiver Brincz.—A most valnable and econo-
1mical application of Mr. Forsytl’s well-known - Her-
cules 10 the purposes of a swivel bridge, has just been
completed by Mr. Barry,D. Gibbons, of the Board of
‘Works, Ithas 50 feet open, ane end turning upon a

weight is upwards of twenty tons; and so nicely is it
poised and adjusted,. that a'weight or power of two
hundred. pounds freely moves it. - Two: pillars, joined.
by a graceful arch, gives stability,-and, at the same
time, lightness to;the structure.. Tlhis bridge is in-
tended For Belmullet, to cross the cadal-cut irom. Belw
mullet to Blacksud Bay, and which enzbles ships of
.all sizes to cross without encountering the dangerous
:navigation of the contiguous western headlands.. Not
.the least feature in this structire is its economy, as it
"cost about 300, when.it would require four times that
sum for the ordinary swivel bridge. - The Grand Canal
‘Company. can, by adopting this plan, remove the
‘greatest.nuisance m.or near this city—Ringsend draw-.
Jridge—at a- cofpparatively small sum. "This dang-
erous mode of. gpproaching a most populous locality; is
alike disgraceful to the company -and the.citzens at
large .—Advocnte.- C T

Proseryrisms—At-the Petty Sessions of Ballinrobs,'

‘Correlly, 2. respectable shopkeeper of the-town, for al--

arresied at.her door for calling out '+ Jumper? after.a
Scripture reader, named- Connell.—I{ dppeared that
ithe-constable ‘cut his prisoner’s mouth, and caught himn
‘roughly by the néck, when.Mts: Correlly begged him:
to et the prisoner go;-and laid her hand'onvus” armrin
entreaty.... No:persomexcept:ithe woman -laid-a: hand
on or said a,word:to, the; police; and. the man wasdran-.
ged-ont hy. three. other constables, who came to ussist-
their comrade, and when outside, the: door. ‘he' fell or:
was drageed down, as withess ..stated, andiwas .again
cit. *"Mr. Courtney Kenny; one of the magistrates pre-’
siding, said the forbearance’of: the people, under* such
circumstances;: was highly:cteditablei-—Another:: ¢ase"

BeLrasT ManvracTurES,—Dessrs. Coates & Young,.

centre, and revolving: upon a circular railway. Jts|

on Monday, the 12th inst., took place the trial of Mrs. |

leged rescue of John Moran, whoma.constable, had:|-

thority;

of the police, against Catherine;: Shendan, ailitile -girl
ten years old,” whose- offence”™whs *calling out ¢ Jirn-
per? alsv; was then hesrdi The'constable stated there
would have been a'rescue on this-occasion; but far the

|interference of the Rev. Mr.. ‘Conway.—Mr. Arabin; -

the resident magistrate, pronounced the occurrengefu
great shame to the peoplé of the town, and said it Was
his determination to make.them behave themselves
better.—Rev. Mr.- Conway said this was the language
of a man endeavoring. to support those who were lead-
ing a crusada against the peaceable townpeople,. and
sowing the seeds of animosify amongst them. {t.avas
different from the opinion of the people’s ‘eonduct - ex-
pressed by Mr. Courtney Kenny, an old and respect-
ed inhabitant, und one who knew the people ‘well.—
The indignation of the Rav. gentléman was shared. it
by the- vast ‘majority ‘that .crowded the court, and:
cheers, loud and long; ve-echoed from all parts. of the
biiilding.—The Bench protested against the “interrup-
tion, mid: directed’ the police termake arrests of any
persons found cheering, . A seene of great excitement:
ensued. 'The police having moved towards the body
of the court, the people became more excited, when the
Rov, Mr. Conway interfered; tolditherw the Court - was
not adjourned—tu respect the law, and to go home, as
they could do no good: thero,—Mr. Cufie, a magistrate,
said those who appeared Lo buve control over the peo-
ple ought to bé th‘e first to b made an exdmple of.—
Rev. Mr. Conway said lie was ‘endeavoring to- alla

their feelings, and send them home  ghrietly.—Colonel
Knox, a magistrite), said he gave that - advice top late
it was like advising thit the man’s ear should . ot be
nailed to the pump.  (Chieers.) The ¢heering conti~
nuing; the Rev. gemlemiin again entreated of the'peo-
pleto Jeave the court, and pot put themselves iti the
power of the [avv.—Mr., Cufle told one of the police
to have an eye_on the Rev. Mr. Conwiy, and if he
created any furbher disturbance, or uttered a word, 1o
arcest him lirst 5 that he would rather put him in cus-
tody than anyperson in the crowd -who might be ledio
act improperly.~—Rev. Mr.Conway made no reply, but
stood luokiny towards the Bencli, with apparent “eool«
ness aid indiflfergnce.—Mr. Cuffe said he was deter-
minéd the Court should be respected. - Te was senior
magistrate, and theretore put himsel forward as he
did 5 but he was certain he only expressed the opinions
of his brother magistrates, and he would tell every one
pregsent that, if neoessary,-he would send: down 1o the
barrack: and ordey out & party of military tb ‘preserve
order.—The mugistrates aygain retived, atnilseveral per-
sons left the conrt, and: loud: and repeated cheering
followed outside.—Afler some time thie mugistrates re-
turned to the bhench, and thie Chairman-announced the
decision~—that the case of reseue against Agnes Cor-
relly was-dismissed. Morai to give bail himself in
2., and'two sureties in- ., to- be of the peace for
twelve months.— LTuam Herald. ‘ ‘ -

" Execurion 1x Warenrorp:—Tlie exeeytion of *
the unfortunate man, Cliristopher, for the murder of the -
bailift (Hogan) at Eagle-hill, took place on Saturday
on Ballybricken, at seventeen minutes before one o~
clock.  The culprit ascended the place of execution
(accompanied by the Rev. Messrs. Tracy and Kent,
&e.,) with a firm step, and addressed the people, in
front of the platform.  Tle spoke in the Irish tongue,
and stated that he was o more guilty of the' crime
for which he was then about to suffer thasi the ' reve-
rend gentlemen who attended'him.  1Te then® knelt
and prayed, stood up again, asked if his brother and’
other relatives, were there, and‘told them to have no-
malice or ill-will to his'prosccutors.  The hangnian
then adjusted the rope, put a ‘white: cap over his' fea-
tures, pulled the fatal bolt, and in @' momert poor
Christopher was launched into eternity,  Wlien the
culprit was praying, the multitude (about 4000 or 5000
persons) took off their hats, whilst some knelt and®
prayed.  After hanging for twenty-five minutes,-the
body was carried in by Jack Ketch for interment. A
soldier fainted during the time.  Ts it not am awful
thing to hear a man, believing firmly in the truths of
christianity, declaring his innocence on the brink of
the-grave, with the rope around hisneck 7 'We hope
this is the last victim of the Lorrid: land systtm.— -
Waterford News.,

(From the Northumberland and Durhim Correspondent
of the Tablet.)
NrwcASTLE.—~PRrocress or INFELITY.~—Tor -
some time back public lectures have been delivetred’
here for and aguinst the truth of Christianity. Crowds-
of the population Lhave been admitted into one of the-
largest public buildings in the town, on the payment:
of one pénny and twopence each. At these meetings,
blasphemy unfit for mortal ears bas been received
with marks of applause, by a great portion of large
and crowded audiences of well-dressed persons. Splen- -
‘did Cruils of Protestantism ! in:a locality where* more
money has been subscribied for the circulation of the:
Scriptures, and the propagation of Christianity.
amongst' heathen- nations, than any other district ix-
ther\forth ; and now its population has become inun~
dated with the floodgates of infidelity—no longer con~
fined to-debating, sacieties, but rampant infidelity,.-
boldly challenging, by placard on the walls, the teachs-
ers ofirevealed truth to combat in crowded assemblies. -
Only a few days ago, in- this montli of August, a meet<-
ing. assembled in-Newcastle-on-Tyne, consisting of
nearly two thousand persons, to discuss the . question-
whether God existed or not! Trightful blasphemers:
were cheered by, if not the great majority, nearly so, .
of a-great meeting, .consisting of fathers, brothers, and-
sisters—a. fact which, in'such a district, is worthy -of *
serious' consideration and-records -So deeply . did the::
meeting seem to-have been saturated by the poison of”
Satan; that the part’of the meeting opposed- to:the~
Atheist was pointed out as “the Christians,” -in. ridi--
cule,-as if tlie term ¢ Christian® - had Beconie* aive . of.
reproach: Tiong age;: good and 'holy ‘men« feretold
the .consequences ultinately. of Protestant tesdching ins
ihis Jand§ now the end .cometh, and this hoprible state~
of public feeling is painfullymanifest.  Tlie Dissens;
‘ters are attempting#to sterr‘the torrent’of iniguity, by~
announcing cotinter lectures in’ behalf. of. Ghristianitys *
But what can they:do7 Where: have:tligy armouir* fos
resist the. pitiless pelting of the. Atheist; whorcan':siz
lence them by their own contradictions;and reference
to their principles, and insubordination.to: Ghrist’s:au-n

on:earth?s "




