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‘AN IRISH CATHOLIC SCHOOL
COMMISSIONER:

———

It is well known to our readers that
during the last year and more, the TRUE
WrrNEss haa taken, as in duty bound, &
special interest in the important ques-
tion of Irish Catholic representation in
‘school matters. In 1898 we fought, with
-all the strength at our disposal, to have
‘the rights of the Irish Catholio school-
taxed people recoguized in the form of
due representation upon a Board that
holds in its hands the important work of
dispensing the moneys paid in for school
purposes. Eventually, and through the
aesistance of our representatives, we suc-
ceeded in securing that which we asked,
snd that which was duly recognized by
the present local government to be just
and fair. Scarcely hed that ckject been
attained when a new sbufile of the cards
took place. The then existing law was

s0. amended as to necesgitate the entire
change of the form of representation un
that Board.

It is not necessary that we should go
over the whole question that has been
fully threshed out, during the past sum-
mer, in the presa. §
only Irish Catholic representative on the
Board was removed under the wing of

action taken by the Government. Of
what did that explanation consist?
The Provincial Secretary bid himself
behind the petty techmicalities of the
recently enacted amendment, and the
Premier sought to show that by that
amendment the Irish-Catholice had
more representation than ever, In the
firat place they both tock & false
ground whereon to bage their defeunce.
Heretofore the Irish Catholics had a re-
presentative—in the person of the ex-
school commissioner—who was the
choice of the people, and who had their
entire confidence. By the new law the
representation on that Board was divided
into three sections—one represeuting the
Chureh, another the city and the third
the people. Im the section r-presenting
the people the Irish Catholic element
was deprived of the representative known
to that people, accepted by that people
and compstent in every seuse to fulfil
the wishes of that people. Once more,
we repeat that we do not wish to reflact
upon the gentleman who is supposed to
be the Irish Catholic representative—all
we need say is that we bave beretofore
clearly proven that he no more represents

choice than had he been a member of
any other natiopality bearing, by acci-

cation of its own effects, is other than a
mere infringement on the space of the
statutes, and by no means alaw. The
Act to which we refer, and wupon which
the Government has based its unmanly
(excuse the term) defense, states that the
members of the Board of Catholic Bchool
Commissioners shall be chosen—* in as
much as possible”--from the ranks of
University men. That “in &8 much as
possitle” is the clause that nullifies the
Act; because “a law that is left in its
application or interpretation, to the
option of any persons other than the
legialation, is no law, and is null and
void, to all intents and purposes.”

If it is absolutely necessary we are
prepared to enter into the argument of
this question. For the present moment
we merely denire to thank My, Kennedy
for having brought it up, and to point
out the petty aubterfuge by which the
Government wishes to escape its conse-
quences, We claim that the amend-
ment, a8 interpreted by the Taillon Gov-
ernment, iz an injustice direct to our
people; secondly, that the enactment
behind which the Government hides is
nuli and void in law; and thirdly, that

uffice to say that the their interests snd is no more their | we are, by quibbles and political exigen-

cieg, deprived of that just representation
which onr tax-paying Irish Catholic

the new Act, and that the interests of dent, a name indicative of Irish sym- | citizens deserve.

the Irish Catholic element were entirely
ignored. We do not purpcse entering
into apy personslities, nor shall we make

patbies,

It is not neccssary that we shounld en-
ter into a lengthy discussion in this mat-

uge of any names ; we merely desire fo | ter, nor would it be possible for usto
express an opinion, in harmony with our | treat the siibject in less than a dozen

former course, upcn this matter.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEP-
TION,

———

At the request of a large number of

over the Atlantic, around the world;
the words flashed back through the ages,
forward through the oycles of time; the
diapason struck by the Pontiff with the
keys of Peter, ipon the Rock of Ages,
sounded away beyond the staxry dome
into the region of eternal glory, and the
choirs of heaven joined the chorus of the
universe as thcy chanted :

Imimacuiate! Immaculate! Loud swells the
Apgels’ gong;
lmmmaculate! Immaculate!
alsles prolong;
Immacniate! Immaculate! Like lark above
the sod, .
The chorus wings its filght to the very throne
of God.
Immsaculate! Immaculate! The virgins rap-
tored sing;
Immacuiate! Immaculate! how the unlverse
doth ring;

The heavenly

With Catholics we wi!l not pause to
argue the reasonsbleness of thet splendid
belief ; with real Christians it is un-
necessrry to go into tho svidensce that
the Divine One must have comse tous -
through the most perfect of created be-
ings; for the one who believes that the
Saviour of men is the Second Perion of
the Holy Trinity, co-Eiernal with the -
Father, it would be supe:fluoue to briog
evidence to show that His Mither must
have been fres from all taint of sin.
From cold ressoning, on such an occa-
sion, we turn to the unalloyed contem-
platipn of the Mother of God, the Queen
of Heaven, the Tower of Ivcry, the
House of Gold, the Comforter of the
Afflicted and the Help of Christians,
seated upon a throne, only a degree be-

It | articles. All we wish to say—for this | our subscribers we reproduce this year |low that of the Eternal. Her Divine

must not be forgotten, however, that the | week—is that the Hon. Mr. Taillon’s | the article which we wrote in 1892, on |Son placing upcn her brow the crown of
one who was appointed as & member of | government has not done its duty by us, | the occasion of the grand festival ot the undying glory, and her purity, like a
that Board had scarcely time to take his [ nor bave the explanations given been | Iramaculate Conception. Strange to say |jewel of untold value, glistening, radia-

geat, was scarcely able to glean an idea |

atisfactory. One man—and only one |that last year we were asked to repro- [ ting, flashing the scintillations of ils per-

of the proceedings, was scarcely allowed | of that Goverament- seemed to thorough- | duce this article again, and we did s0; fection and matchless brilliancy upon
to post himself on the questions of major {1y grasp the situation, and bis views | here is the third time that it appears in the chancel of Heaven, and “like the
importance, when bis services were no | were not fully ventilated—we refer to | our columns. In once more placing be- | light that left the distant stars ten thous-
longer requited, when he wae—not dis- | the Attorney-General, Hon. Mr. Casgrain. | fore cur readers this humble tribute to | and years ago,” stealing through iafinite
migsed—but *superseded,” to use the|The motion of Mr. Kennedy, the Irish | the Immaculate Mother, we do 8o in the | 8pace and lending to frail humanity the
words of the Honorable Provinoial Secte- | Oatholic representative from Montreal, | hope that some good may flow therefrom, | less intense but yet wonderful aid of its

tary,

castirig any reflection upon the gentleman | tion with this question. If this is not con- | ceive a deeper impression of the grand-
who thus “superseded ” him, we can |sidered as a mere matter of form, and | eurs of Mary, while our non-Catholic | ness of temptation, safely to God.
honestly gay that in no way did that | that the Honse looks upon it as a simple friends may learn how glorious, how
gentleman—either in qualifications be- | parliamentary proceeding in order to noble, bow sublime is the devotion that | should contemplate upon this great fes-
fore his nomination or in practice since | reacha given object, we trust that when [our Church pays to the Queen of All |tival! Painted with the pencil of the
then—represent the element that he was | such correspondence will be brought Saints, Trusting that our many corres- | imagination upon the canvass of the
supposed to represent. Granting him all | down, the Government will not neglect | dents will be pleased, and that our article | mind, and lit with the perfect light of
the ability, the integrity, and the honesty | to place before the Hcuse the communi- | may serve in a slight way to increase the | Truth, that grand fresco of Faith should
of intention possible to conceive, the | cations from us to the Premier, to the | respect, love and veperation which all | hang in the gallery of the soul, and the
fact still remains that he in no way— | Hon. Commiesioner of Crown Lands, to | Catholics ehould have for the Immacu- | heart should kneel before it, to admire,
neither by association or inclination—is { the Attorney-General, and to the Provin- late Mother of Our Lord, we give again | love, and adore; admire the beauty of
calculated to £l the gap left open by the | ¢ial Secretary, on this subject. Per-{the words penned two years ago.

wiping out of the Irish-Catholic repre-
gentative above referred to. Iunthe next
place the views of the particularelement

chance they may cast some new light on
the mattes.

In the grandest temple of the universs,
in presence of the aesembled Cardinals,

in the office that he held. Without | call.d for all correspondence in connec- | and that our Catholic friends may re- | sheen, to guide the race of man through

all the darkness of sin and all the black-

Such is the picture that all Catholics

Mary’s perfection ; love her as our
Mother for all the graces she ever ob-
tains for us ; and adore the Creator in

The fact is that Hon. Mr. Taillon and { Archbishops and Bishops of the worlds | gratitude for the boon of such a resplen-

— so represented, or unrepresented — | the Government—through the medium | over the spot whers the Prince of the | dent creation as that of thu Blessed

were never oonsulted.

the Irish-Catholic tax payers were mot | Provincial Secretary, hid behind the | heart of eternal Rome, surrounded by all
asked, nor, when given, were they con- | transparent mask of a poorly and miser- | the pomp and splendor of the immortal | bring out all the beauty and splendor of

sidered,

The opinions of | principally of the Hon, Mr. Pelletier,| Apostles suffered mariyrdom, in the | Virgin.

Let Mssses be sung and hymns resound;

ably concocted amendn ent to the law.|Church of Cbrist, seated upon the throne | the Holy Sacrifice ; let fowers adorn the

Last Wednesday evening, in the House | Yes, truly, on the statute book to-day | of the Popes, gorgeous with the accurmu- | altar, and let censers fling their wreaths

at Quebec, Ald. Kennedy, who repre-

gents the most Irish Catholic division in | there? A question that we are prepared | bending and every eye blessing the

our province, brought the question some-
what forcibly before the government.
Mr. Xennedy deserves credit for the
maunly stand that he took. While being
elecied supporter of the Government,
he did not hesitate to step in when the
ocoasion required it and to bring that
game government to task for the most
unjustifiable manner in which it acted
towards the people whose interests be is
elected to represent. Mr. Kennedy
clearly pointed out the situation and
asked for such legislation as would tend
to rectify the great mistake that had
besn committed. SBupported, to a certain
extent, by other members of the House,
both on the government and opposition
gides, Mr. Kennedy boldly pushed the
enquiry until the Provincial Secretary,
and then the Premier, came to the
rescue and sought to explain away the

is not obligatory. And the fact of it not
being obligatory alone savors of some
special object, apart from the general
public interest, in its coming into exist-
ence. Why is it not obligatory ?
Legislators should be the fi:st to know
the principles of jurisprudence, If
ramor speaks truly Hon, Mr. Taillon is
a moet learned advocate and one deeply
read in the law. If ourown past experi-
ence does not fail us, the Provincisl Sec-
retary is, above all men, the one who
should have by heart the most element-
ary principles of legislation. Surely
neither one of these gentlemen will dare
to state that an enactment passed by a
legislature, which leaves mo condition
abesolute to.be fulfilled and leaves an
,option that is tantamount to the nullifi-

1854, the majestic figure of the great
Pontiff, Pius IX., appeared to the eyes
of the world and before the gaze of the
generations, past and to come, as he
proclaimed ez cathedra the consoling,
loving, lovable dogma of the Immaculate
COonception. Heretofore our reason, as
as well a3 our Faith, taught thag the
Mother of the SBon of God m‘:s&

herblessed,” but all the Catholic world
must accept the truth of that most
beautiful and most rational of all the
dogma of our immortal Fait The news
reverberated among the se"  hills and
accross the Tiber; the news resounded
from the Adriatic eastward to Jordan,
from the Pillar of Hercules westward

- N X avo P’
been conceived without sin ; but herut-y
forth not only “ all generations shall call'| mi

that law exists. But howcomes it to be | Jated dignity of ages. with every knee | of vapor around the deep-pealing organ ;

it is a femst when all humanity should

to answer if necessity demande. But | prince of one world and the prophet of | rejoice, and join with all pure created
even as that Iaw stands we hold tbat it | another, on the eight day of December, | beings in their hymuos of jubilation.

“Triumpﬁmnt. the Church, all thy glory re-
veallog; :
Miittant, the Church 18 wrapped inthy fame;
Sufteriog the Church,all thy bounty s feeling,
Mary, we hall thy Immaculate name!

jus, our Ponuft King,
Tuveils the jeweling,
Gloriously sel in thy bright diadem ;

Mary, thy Holy Faca :

_ Mirrors the Bavioar’s grace,
‘Mary, our pureg, our Immaculate gem [

‘May this grand dogma of our Faith be
v 8 of ,b%@ging thousands into the
a;ﬁ;‘j{q&}teugy attracted
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g

A5 10: thé” Faith of Ages)c And on
this “eigep of December, may all our-

‘readers xc ,'o'{cis. \ may they ‘participate in
the heavenly joye of ghat preat day, an’
may Mary, conceivea  without sin, shet
‘the rays of her malernuijove upon their
earthly path and guide the 010 the home
of the blessed that surrourq tl;xw o

in Heaven. %
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