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“THEQUEEN'S SECRET

tzooper to bave secréted 80 carefully under
his wrapper, or inner jerkin. “A gold shoe
buckle; ay, and by all the gods and devils,

esume even thus far, whilst 1n diegrace
ﬁth’ thy sovereigm. But touching that

charge, we ghall Investigate 1t on the morrow.
r us?”

majesty’s reputation with the loxds ‘of the

Oongregation, by the calumnies he hath clr-

oulated.” : :
¢« And ol this

'royg'l‘"..bl.bo Enowest thou

and pearing on that odeaslon, a clear evie
dence of the opinlons entertalned of ‘her by
thelr respective soverelgns, Ko far, then, she
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“‘Whinstone Hollow,
10 lees than: fitteen, including the priest,

saith ghe then found muoch favor Ju his sight.

in good truth, it somewhat oconcems your
majesty,” v

out sometbing conoerning it from Nell

gin to. watch more nnrrowly;_,_l_g.;mmm all
her movements, botli“st- home and abroad.

il © QUINSY, SWELLINGS,/

under ocover . of "her msjesty's war-l Ah my good lord, wa muset letthy loving , vat | Gower, or Oliver Goodnif.” !
zant, For this~tbe queen should F'queen ses this trlaket; donbtless she msy| «Humph! mayhap it's on thut.aooonnt o | " And this same Oliver Goodniff—shat i8] —PEBIIp, her. cirrespondence With.the Liow ) - SPRAINS,
know it sgsio, and, moreover, .put thea| s kil eald the qusen, bitterly ; " unr FETT he 7" . { Countries, and COhsrles, her .lnh'fﬁliai ‘with {. p .Screness, Cuts, Biuises,

e held responsible to the public; she tnassa-
re having been perpetrated in bher nasme, apd
ander sanotion of her suiborily, netwith-

standing she intended to grant merely the . , e ass
xight of search and cspture. 8o the nobllity | 1t cirefnlly over and over agaln, aud then, re- | Bervant, your majesty's peace ?nd app! the hour, » tostant gubjeots, to the most inflaen- iy, &
piacing it in the box, committed. 15 to the | must be ever desrer than lite.’ # Nay, we will not troubls thee now; 'tis | tial of wl_:om-'ghe bad already given ' -:E'dl ELFlEYbE'EEJsDEu EEIII;LEI_’“

1ooked upon the transaction.

With the pecple, however, the case was en-
{irely different. lgnorant of his real char.
scter, they attributed his persecution ot the
Dathelice to his extracrdinary zsal for the
extinotion of Popery, and the propsgation
of the trues falth, In thelr estimation,
he was™ very Qideon; in faot, as great a
rhamplon of the churoh of Englaad as John
Enox was of the kirk of Scotland ; and bence
1t wag they could esslly sfford to pardon bis
exoeises. Bat tbe people wers not those by
whose good opinlon he should atand or fall;
they might crown him with laatels, but they
oould not eave him from the gallows or the
block,

And even hiz rsbble popularity, what
was to beccoms of it, when, it mst-
ters wore strictly Invsstigated, it would

‘some pusrzllng guestions concernlng f&. And
ths parchmant—what may this mean? hahl
Verlly, a Baplisterium.” Aad Sir Thomas read

drawer of the table near whioh he sat.

u I fancled 1t might be of some value in
thy hands' sald Honghton, onrelessly, # and
therefore have I preserved it.”

“ Well, of this anon ; for the present kesp
thy counsel, and eachew the ale barrel.”

« Humph !ons may easlly do that when he
hath mot &ixpence in bis purse to buy a
draught of small beer.”
¢« Thy puree shall be filled, and thy gar-
ments mended, to befit thee agaln for thy
calliog, But hark thee; dost know aught ot
this Jeannle Moutbron, whilom of Evesham,
gpoken of in thls parchment ?”
¢« Nay, but I’ve seen one Bobert SBouthron ;
mayhsp her brother or consin; he livsth as
Evesham, and 18 keeper of Achby Park”

« And Oliver Goodniff—thinkest thou this

and happinegs belng of small moment to our

courtiers of late,”..
#To me,your bumble and dntifuf slave and

#Paugh! we understand this fanfaronsde
but too well ; wbat is thy business?” .

u Pleace your grace,” he replied, drawing
from his Dremst the little irom box which
Houghton had given him but a few minutes
before, s I have brought thls for your majos-
ty’s inspection ;” snd unfolding the parch-
ment, be respectfally handed !t in .*_'x-:r.

#Humph! what may this Hhe-* she de-
wmanded, withoat defgnizg fo I~z atib; «“eh?

ar dost presnme 8o far 88 to expact we should

eximlne every paltry, filthy thing thou'rt
plensed to hand us?”’

«Under your msjeaty's favor," replied
Plimptos, bowlag humbly, ' 1t purports to be
8 baptisterium, or baptlsi:nt reglistry ot a roysl
infant.”

» A royal {nfsnt I” ejaculated the queen, in.
stantly tarning white e paper, and etarlog at

“wEeeper of a hostlerle called the White:
horse, of Wimbleton, within & league or two
of the olty. I can have speech of him within

.| but a matter of little moment at least.”

«And yet, pleage your grace, It thia ohild
liveth, It might breed disputs,.especislly in
these dnys of ‘digputed’ storessions. How
know we but France or Spain may some day
clzim royal righta for this grandson of Henry
VLY

-« We shall ourself provide sgainst that,)”
gald Elizabeth, declsively, waving bor hand
to preclude further conversation on the point.

: Plimpton, seclog thers was no Jkelibood
of his being confidenttally employed in this
affslr, on the credit of which he had prided
himself much, was now apparently about to
take leave of her majesty, and bad made s
motlon to that effect, when something fell
fiom his breast,

«Ah! what 18 that, pray?"” exolaimed

the disaffeoted nobles of Bootiand. “And .yet
she dare not absndon ¢he Netherlands.., Bugh
@ 8tep would ruin her forever - with her Pro-

& egolemn promige of ssnding money
and ammaunition - to - the - insurgents.
Nelther could she rellequish hor designs on
Mary Stuart, lesi she might disappoint-the
hopes of the Ualvinists. guffar the old French
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inflnenoe to ravlve,and thus, perhiaps, finally
endanger her own throne. h ‘

On the other hand, what would becime of
her if her Protestant subjeots at length dis=
covared, that instead of s virgin queen, In
whom they had bitherto felt s0 much pride,
they had, In reality, bat a lewd and corrupt
woman—a& worthy davghter of the most
lnfamous of slres. What 1f the ohild yet
came to light, fuarnished with .undeniatle
proois of its royal parentage? In a word,
wha* if she who had eo often whined and
wopt before her council and her peopls, over
the weakness and frallty of her royal consln,

ERS.

t his love of religion | ve honest Oliver, of the Whitehorse of Wim-
::s .Za'x‘iied tzt:lltrely to sggrandize himself, | bieton 77 ’ Plimpton, whilst the parchment in her band fll;sbethl{, w;hiocgl qfullolk oye canght the glit- -y X 4

this very last instance of his « Donbtless the same, belng born In those | trembled like sn rutumn leaf. : ering objuct o 1id fall, " was found hersell to be no better than the
:n;il, ttg::’ .t:lalel:llon ot :y rich and beautiful | parts.” The Iatter affcighted at 8o sloriiing = | Verlly, ita but a shos buckle” pleass | paramour of the most licentious noble of her WILL CURE OR RELIEVE.
o wl;u at the bottom of all bis hatred of |~ = Ah, good ; then shall I intrust thee with | cbavge In her wmsjesty's coutter-nod srd | JORF msjesty,” replfed Plimpton, stooping tc | realm ? BILIQUSNESS,  DIZZINESS,
Popery and love of trath 7 a matter of somo moment. Thou'lt change | manner, drew back in terror; axd then in- | P 9"1 It up, 1xa" atd £ axl Again, as to the Oatholics, what would | DYSPEPSIA, DROPSY,

Such were the thoughtathat passed through | thy garments, crop thy beard, and fill thy | Stantly . recollecting the midaight @cene st 1v's of large 8iz,” eal p Eh([lue?l:: xing | they say of the reformed church, whoee INDIGESTION, FLUTTERING
2ls mind in rapid succession, after awaking | purse (albeit goid 18 somewhat ecarce now), | the court-yard gate, and t 1 szbdagnent con- | ber eyes intently 0!: i'2--1 gt hettnl‘; ex- [ director vowed her virginity to God, JAUNDICE OF THE HEART,
trom a distorbed sleep late on the morning | and forthwith his thee to the Whitekorss, and | versstion in that very room between her a;nina” it mora cloge v & a wbn 1 OWS®[In order, 88 phe declated, the more ERYSIPELF,\S ACIDITY OF
after the massacre of Whinstone Hollow. | ferret from the cautious Oliver what he | msjesty and the csuntess regarding ihe babe, this?” phe exclalmed; 8 eath, slr, how | printerrnptedly to watch over both the eter. y !
Dark and gloomy enough they were for s | knoweth appertaining to this Whitret Mac. | be shrunk back stili more, and gazed down | came tbis in thy possesslon?" . nal and {emporal Interests of her people?| SALT RHEUM, THE STOMACH
morning meditation ; but still they left him | bxirn ; whetber ho be still living, and where | on the floor horzor-steickeu at bia tndiscretion, [ “1t came from Brockton,” please your ms-| nay, had even gone eo far as to promouace { HEARTBURN, DRYNESS
) jesty. From this I the marriage of the clergy fncompatibls with HEADACHE, OF THE SKIN,
m 8 SIr

the faithful discharge of thelr duties, whilst,
at that very time, she was leading the life of disordered LIVER, KIDNEYS, STOMACH,
8 mistress of the most dissolute and aban- BOWELS OR BLOOD. i
doned of men 7 ' T. MUBURY & CO0., Proprietors, Toronto.
There was, therefore, but one courze open
to her—the old one—namsely, to corcilliate
France and Bpain as far as might comport
with he goverelgnty, and thus epdeavor to
galn time to work out her deslgns in Scotiand,
hoping that when she had effectuslly crushed
the Queon of Scols, her own thriving power
might then be great enough to cope Wwith her
mors distant and dangerons nelghbors,

Rut yet, how could she vonturs to carry
out this Intricate and dangerous pollcy, whtle
the fear of exposure was ever acting a8 o drag
on her energy and a wefght upon her heart ?
Were abe oeriain of the desth of the culld, or
even of the earl’s #afe disposal of 1t, she
might coursgeously go to work; but, alas!
ehe knew the chiid was living, and wonld
atill Ilve ap long a3 Lelcester conld preserve

«F:om Brockton, eh?
Gactirey Wentworth’a
tHEyen 80, your grace; seeing the Initials
of his sovereign majasty eugraved thereon, I
catetatly preserved it; and yet, verlly, had it
not failen, { might have l¢ft without showing
it to your grace.”

# How cama it thera ?"

# ¥ay, I know not ; bat a troop serzeant
of my company found itin aroom of that
houge.”

«A room of that house,” repeated the
qusen, endsavoring to repress her ire, and to
speak collectedly.

1Ay, amopgst somp ribbons and brooches
in the drawer ot a iady’a dressing table”
@Ak, smongst ribbops aund brooches ;
bhumyoh, didst question this maa farther ag lo
the quality ot thess brooches, and other such
trinkets a3 he saw there?”

« Nay, your msjesty; but I shall 1f It
€0 please thee” And Plimpton, though

entirely without o ray of bhope|be may be found; for 1 would fain know | and unabie to spuak a word.
And every speclea of diseases arising from

to brighten toem. For, let 'tho worst [ something mors respecting bis birth and In this mabuer, both for a time remalued
come to tho worst, the queon had | Hnesge, Hasts thee, then, and hie thee to | sllent—the one in zpeschisss agony from the
msde him su unconditional promies of | Wimbletoo ; the time pagses, snd I must pre- | conviction tkat ber yutlt wag dlecovsrid, nod
1he band or the fortune of Alioe Wontworth | pare to meet the courcil reepscting thle ugly | the other from dread of immediate imprison-
Fither of thess let bim once galp possession | brawl. Aad hark thes, once more ; look to | ment or death, ..
of, and he cared not a jot for frlends or ene. | 16 that thou daily mot by the road, norsft| A royal infani!” ropested! E'i7aboth,
long by the beer can or wine cop.” « what meaneth thls, sfr 27 »u.d &3 sbe spoke
Eongbton left the room ag be entered it | the blood rmshed back sgain to her face, and
withont showlng the slightest mirk of respect { then, starticg om her foei, sho glared at
Plimplen’'s bent form as & panther does

not
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mips.
Asg his servant drow back the curtains ol

the windows, he rote slowly from his couch,
where he had thrown himeelf in his dressivg ] for his employer, either by word or nod, and
gown, looking haggard sod weary, prepsred to start on ble miseion to the White- | whon preparing fo sprivg on a besr, and

1t What's the honr 7" he demsnded. horee of Wimbleton. Plimpton qnslled and cowered befors her
¢ Just twelve, noble #ir.” Piimptov, alse, having dressed snd break- { llke & heron under the wlogs of an esglo.
«Ah, sp Iate 7 Hath sny oza called 7’ fasted, !ssued forth aud paszed threugh the + Bpeak, t?og, what mesnsih this—thla
t Ay, sir, a messonger from conrt with this{ village on bis way to court, somewhat appre- royal infant ¢ hah [ who dare ——"
psper, And the servant handed bim sn o | hensive of the reault of the investigation, but | -+ Nay, nay, your ms)esty’ :altered out the
ficlal looking mieslve. fully eatlsfied 1t would terminate hls fears | terrifiea courtier, dropplog on bls kaees, ond
u Homph | 88 I had expected ; & citatlon be- | and anxieties, at least, respscting the estates loelng atll seli-pousession in the funr - utic:
jore her mejrsty 1o courcil mt four of the | of Brockton. snninilation, %1i’s not ol thut—1it’8 nou of that

K ; 1), we sball £86. Any thing elas 7? ~Jlook to the date.”
c)?‘c Be;‘g::nl‘ Houghton avislts vour noble ¢ Of that] of that! 'sdeath! of whet, slr?
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CHAPTER XLIL

Pleasure since the early moroing n slavs—dog—wretch—anawer me ; darssf thon

«wAb, he hsath come at 181, then

hither fnstautly.”
A moment alfter, Hcuoghton entsred his

maeter's bed chamber, covezed with sweat
and dast, hig clcthes torn, and 1o taco wollen
and dotted with blotcues. As hestood there
in the centrs of the apartment awaiting his
smployer's plensure, he locked the very Im-

personation of ferooity.
« Well,” muttered Sir Thomsn, leaning alde-

ways In hisarm chair, and turning op n look

b

gend him

When PHmpton bad reached tho palacs, hs
found the massacre of the precedlng night
had oreated an nonsual gensatlon among
the courtlers. In the different rooms,
and @eated on the benches along the
corridore, a8 he paseed, soveral groups were
engagnl warmly discusslng the subject. Some
were for arraigning him for murdoer, some for
demanding his iImmediates imprisonment, some
for petitioning tha quesn to expel him from
oous, a3 one who bronght disgzace both on
her msjesty and the church, Indeed, the

venturo thus to mallgn ——"

« Mercy, mercy !’ corled Pilmpton; * gnara
me, gracious madam, spars me, aud vouchafe
to listen for one Instant. 1 meant not thus--
{t's not-—nay, 11's & royal intant bapilsad soms
twenty years ago.”

# Twenty yeara ago 7' repssted Klizsbeth ;
#them it's not — hem! eb, sir? twenty
yeoars 7’

#Even 80, pleage your majesty."

«Ah, marzy : twenty yeara ago; didat sny

at the trooper, * thou hass at length nrrived.” | conduct of Pilmpton appeared o dlegust- | twenty years ago? sit sure thou saldst no't'

« Ay, sir ; I am here.”

ing and labuman to all thoss whocould look

lately—~—wlitbin & month, or a year, or

#An go hast burnt Brockton Hall and ita{ gispasstonately on the matter, that it wae | and whilsl endesvorlng to reetral: berself,

master ; ba, hal”

t Nay, I did nelther,” reere - -+ Houghton,
drawing down hils busk>  :.0ws, and ap-
parently disposed io re:: n. vy hla shors and
angry reply the nngracious reception he had
met with aiter all his toll axd sufering.

« Nelther ?

# Nelther,”

«What! i pot the ezsnsien burni to the
ground 7"

# Ay, but not by my hand.”

11 ' Well, thon hast the credls, a$ least; what
of the profi$?*

& The doer of the dead bath the prokt; who
elge could deserve it so well?”

tAh? and who msy he be?"

t: 8awall, the stoward,”

u What' burnt the house, and cartled off
the gold?"”

u Ay, and the plate also "

% Oonfuslon | cheated us-—fisd-~-gone-—laft
nothing ?¥ demanded Plimpton, turning sud-
denly In hls ohair and statlng at sbe tropper,
#Death and farles! can he have thus bsfool-
od us?”

it Mozt truly he hath.”

« And the other servante--Btingon, Biddle,
nnd the rest—what ol them ?’

& Fled, with all they could carry off.”

« And thou ——"

« Qutwitted by a dog. of an Irfehman, who
boond me with bowstrings, donned my gar-
ments, and then carrled of my men at a mo-
ment when I fancled everylbing within my
1each.’’

“«'Well, proceed,” grosned Pilmpton, iean-
ing his cheek on his knuckies, and eying the
trooper. ¢« Go on with the tale; hast nothing
more? By my halldoms, the story's qalte
refreshing; ha, ha! As to the koigLr ot
Brookton, what sayest thon? oconsumed in
the flames ¥’

& Ay, we left hirxa In the llbrary when the
fire broke cut, and have not gsen him since”

«Eh? what ? not sure be’s desd ?”

< He could not escape but by $he windowe,
and the fall had killed him.”

uAh! go then he died by the fail or the
Hames?”

The troopsr nodd=d i suons.

& Grameroy, I wonder thou hadst not eaved
bim, that he might be a further stumbling
block In my way. Marnry, 'twould bave oniy
been of a plece with the reat of thy bung-
lh';g. And the oath—hast thou tendered
n n

“ Ay, d!d 1; and right scornfolly he treated
the game.”

% Again?”

#Yes, and called her majesty most villan-
oug {1l names-—a royal bastard, strumpet,

Jezobel mmee”

« Hugh! hold thee there ; theu must not re.
Ppeat such blasphemles.”

¢ Blegphemios ! marry, 1f to speak evil of
the queen be blasphemy, why, then the old
Tecusant deserved the flimes ; the which, if
overy blaspherser of her msjesty's dlvioisty

suffered, by my certies, she would soon bave
but few subjeots.” ’

s And the witnesses to the tender—-thon
hast not forgotten them.”

« Truly, ney ; I zemembered &by instruc.
tions thereon. And here be the names writ.
ten at the hottom,” he said, drawing a bundle
from his pocket, and -taking from 1t the copy
of the oath ; * Willlam Waglippet, to wir,
anl bis cowhord, Andrew Jobeon. & Ana
thie,” he added, placing & sgosro parcel in
his emplovex’s hand, after the latter had
examined the elgnafurss, &thls I touad con.
oesled amonpgst the knight’s buoke, and have
oa1ried bither for «hy inspection.”

¢ Ap, » gold shoe buockle,” muttered Plimp-

generally felt ho should be cslled to ac-
couant; and pot alone for the butchery in
Whinstons Holiow, bnt also for the mur.
der ot Bir Gooffrey Weatworth, and the dee-

truction of Brockton Hall. As he wended
his way, therefors, through the rooms amd
paseagen of the court, be heard his name fre-
quently pronouaced, and varlons opprobrious

ep et levelled at him from oll sides; eo
thas the farther he went, the stropger was his
conviction that his pretended seal for religion
oould no longer be made a cover for his
crimer, and that even at the court of Elizs.
beth, it was not always an essy matter to
plsy the acoomplished villaln with impunity,
Being one of the queen’s merzengers, and
having eagy scoegs to her majesty at all times,
he now resolved to see her befors the trial
took place, and thns agcertaln what gourae 1t
might be best for him to pursue on the ocoa-
slop. Posbing opon the door, therelors, of the
autechamber, he boldly entered, and requssted
Bonyer, the usher, who stood there converslng
with other gentiemen of the court, to Inform
her majesty that he craved an Interview of a
few moments on buelness of special import-
ance,

The assurance with which Plimpton ec-
tered the autechamber and addressed the
usher induced the 1stter to audpect his buasl.
ness might be some poiitical affair requiring
immediate nttontiop, and, therefore, bowing
ooldly to the royal ineeseuger, retired to pee-
gent hia request.

The door bad been closed somewhat longer
than nsual on such occasfons ; but i+ opened
st last, and Bouyer appeared, motionirg
Plimpton to enter.

Ap the latier dlssppeared, the ugher an-
nounced to the gentlemen in walting, that her
msjosty wag graoiously pleased to dlspense
with thelr services lor the piusent, and that
the trlal, or investigation into the Whinstone
Hollow afleir wounid take place in opsn court,
at four o'clock on the morrow, the guesn

herself preelding In person. «In the
meantime,” added Bouyer, “her msjesty
hath seen fit to &send thee good

greeting, 8ir Edward Turobull,” addreesing
that funotlonsry, ¢ as ssneschal of the Qourt
ol High Commiseioa, and commanding thee,
by these prerente, forthwith to take Into
thy oustody the bodies of onse Alfcs
Wentworth and ove Rodger O'Briep, both at
present sejourning In the palecs of Hampton
Court, and both safely kept In separate
roome, snd trom epeech of all men, until the
queen shall order thelr production for trial;
and, furthesmore, you are commanded by her
majesty to proclsim by sound of trnmpet, of
‘orletand bersld, that her lfege aubjects aze in.
rited to witness ihe proocsedingi thereunto
apperinining, 20 thet all may see with tke!r
own eyes, and hear -with thelx own sare,
bow a soverelgn shoutd act who hath respoot
for the law, snd love for her subjscta.”

As Plimpton entered the privy chamber,
the gosen bad been walhing up and down
the apartment, apparently agitated ; for her
atep waa bolder aud more burrled than usual,
and she kept tapping her palm quiokly and
sharply with ber fan. : :
“Qome kither, sir,” she sald, haiting on
her etep and scanning bhis dark conanten.
anoca for a woment, as 1f she expected to
reslina in it something ahe had been just
thinking ot him. % Come hither, 8ir Thowmas,
and acgunint ua with tby good plessure.”

© Plesss your most graolons msjesty,”
he reuvlied, kneelloy, and taking sn-ead of
the que-n’s noatf to kigs, In eign of hles hum-
ble yintlinae— planse yonr most graofous
MujOBLY mmna? -

« Rold, sir,” Interrupted Elizabsth, sud.

ton, having broken the cord and oponed the

denly drawlng back and apatching her

ghe wag trylog to hit on some protext by
which she might natorally sccount for her
precipltancy.

«Please your grace, the child was hum ong
ago,as yont mejesty will ges by the reglairy,
and far from henocs.

¢ Gramercy for the brat ! what doth it con-
cern us, man 7" she mattersd, drawlnyg oack,
confused and excitec. * Bat, God’s death ! wo
bave 80 many calumalators about the court,
that we know mnot what evil things may be
paid of us, and therefore thy wotds sounded
somewhat equivocs! fu our ears,”

« Your majesty will pardon my rude
speech, when your grace remembera that It
wag only when grestly enccursged by your
royal {svor, I firsi ventarsd to entar your
majuety’s presence ; and tbst now, sfter
spending Fo many years nt conrt, I »m atill
confusod when your highness cocdes:-ndeth
tospeak.” _
# Nevertheless, thou hast not spent thy
time frojtlessly, I trow; and if thor hadst
lestnt nothing else, thou bast learnt at
loast to piay the eavesdropper +whilst actlng
the waltlog gentloman.”

1 1 have the misfortune not to understard
your grace’s aliusion,” returned Plimpton.

s Humph | we merely sald thou’st learnt
a3 many oourt secrets aa thy place gave thes

cpportunities.”

¢ Nay, please thee, graclons madam,
1 have learnt nonme bput {mocse Iu-
trusted to me by your roysl Eelf,

the which arelocked within my bresst, where
no key oan enter, save the maiter key of your
majasty’s will”

4 And yet,” muttered the queen, still eying
bim doubtfatly, 4 we {ancled, but a momecnt
gone, when speaking of this royal lnfant bup-
tized some twenty years ago, thou wort some-
what more oonfaacd by our jfoollek mistake
than tao slmple fact conld well scconnt for.”
¢ leaw your majosty was displeased,’ re.
plied Plimpton, “ and not belug consclons of
suy offence, I wag troabled lest your grace
might parbor some suspicion, agalnst which,
not knowlog it, I conld 111 defend mysell,”

« Knough,” sald the queen ; # thy wits have
come back sgair, and tiou hast endconced thy
secrets beh nd toy wonted pruderce and dis.
cretion once more ; go it wonld ba ussless to
question thee fortber on the maiter; but let
us exsmine thia daplisterium. Humph! ¢ To
Blr Geoftroy Wentworth, oar good friend

and loving brother, greoting:’ ay, a
royal bibe; he, bal 1o Evesham,
Godparents, Ollver Goodniff and E!-

eanor Gower; the mother, Jane or Josnnle
Southron. Humph! ! Teach thy ohild, the
dsughtar of Annle Howard, her falth, for the
preserving of which her nacle now reslgns
his fortune and his name.! ’Bdea‘h! here’s
the wapton agsin ; this Is tatne own falr
iady, eh 7 1a she not?” Ilnquired El.zibstb,
looking up at Plimpton. “This danghier of
Annle Howard ; and who may her uncle ba 7
H.H.—Henry Howard, mayhap. ab, marry,
tbis 1s doubtleas XLord Henry Howard,
who bath been_ 80 loog missing from
Eagland, and supposed to have taken orders
in Italy or Spailn. Dost kpow aught of this
Benry Howard?"” she demanded, folding the
parchment and laying it on the tahble.

« Nought, save that be wandereth about
somewhore in HSootiand. Jobn Knox hath
geen him la Edinbargh of late.” .

wJohn Kaex 7"

% Ay, pleais your meajesty,”

« Hast spoken with Kaex 72" .

# Nay, but Davidéon, my servant, hatb. He
eaw him wirh the Abbot o! Kilwliling, soor
aftor the arrlval of my Lord Murray. Kocx
chargeth tbis Boward with meking mach
miechlef among the Oastiolio agherents of the

he looked not In her face, was cor-
sclons the while that a fire raged deep
fa ber heart, which, if well fed, might yet
grow strong enough to copsume the saper-
cilions and haughty Lielcester,

% We have lost or mislaid, or—given away
a trinket to some ore,” sald Elizabetb, * and
canuot well recoliect ; twas a ring, with a
Iarge rby—hem-—thono'at heard nought
of it?’

#t Nought, please your majesty.”

# Abk, well, let f% pass. Touohing this
buckle, bowever, we must endeavor to ascer-
tein how 1t came to iravel 80 far away as
Worcestorzhire,”

« Atolen, maybap,’ observed Flimpton, care-
lessly.

u Ay, donbtless ; or dropped lu the streets,
Well, 8lr, hest aught furtner with ue?' she
suddenly demandad, beginning to grow im-
patient of his presence the moment he had
no further secrst information to communi-
cate.

# §ave thla broil at Whinstone Hollow,
pleare your grace.”

¢ Nay, alr ; depend not on us for thy clear-
mnce. If thon hast exceedsd thy authorlly,
thou slooe must answer for it ; tox by our
royal soul, we defend thee not.”

« Pleage your majesty —— '

wAway eir! we heve spoken. What,
'adeath, wounldst palter with us ?” And stamp-
ing on the floor she vented on her unfortu.
nate confidant the rage that had been 8o long
sllently devouring her. ¢ Away, fellow, away !
qult the room, we command thee; and learn
to chasten thy presumption. God's mercy
and patlence! we shall soon be but a very
puppst in our palnoe,” ‘

-~ « Gracious mistress, I have but exocuted
the warrant, and "

« Bggone!” she euid, pointing to the door;
begone, and leave np.”

Plimpton fell oa hle knees bolore her, and
ralsed hls bands 1o supplication.

#“By our hopes of mercy —slave, dop,
villlan ! i thou rlse pot instantly, we send
thes to the Tower.”

Seeing there weas no hope of neunaging her
anger, he rose up at. length, and howing low,
rotreated to the door, not venturing to utter
s word,

The queen followed him step by step, as 1t
she could have brffasted him on the faca.

For sninstont he panged at tha door with
hie hand upon the handle, Ha felt that if he
left her in this mmge, he might never again
have an opportunity to re'rieve his blunder
about the royal infant.

« What, sir, dost gtill refuse to leava? "

« If your majosty thus cast me off, [am un-
done. Nay, 1 may be tempted ——"

“«Tempted! wbst, to reveal state georsts 7
Hos, there, Bouver! come hither.”

« Not so, not 80, graclons madam ; I meant
not that bat —"

¢ Hoa!” there, Bouyer!” ehe ocontinued,
not deignlng to hear a word In explanation of
what, In the madness of the moment, she took
for a threst, ¢ Hon,there; Bonyer! * ghe
cried, as the usher hurrledly entered g “con-.
vey this fellow to prison; sud let fhis be
your warrant” she added, taking a paper
{rom her bosom and handing 1% to the officer.
« Hah ! we have not left ourself entirely nn-
prepared for this ¢reacherous hind. Away
with him to prison, and let him there 1earn
respect for his soverelign, t11l the hour of trial
come to-morrow ; and see to it—for we charge
thee on the perli of tby life—that he have
gpeech of no one.” -

"CHAPTER XLIIL

On Plimpton's exit from the prlvy chamber,
Elizsbeth ratired to her boudolr, and, flinglng
hergelf on her fautenil, began to reficot, as dis-
Pasalonately as she conld undey such exciting
olroumstances on tie dangers to which she
wus now, on all eldes, expozed.” Long and
ssdly dld she ponder over the events of the
last few days ; and many a feo et scheme did
she deviae for offdettlng the evll coneegnenves
wbioh migbt result therefrom.

Iy the coumoll room gha falled not to ob.
sarve what little valuo the French and Span-
ish ambaesedoss set npon ber Integrity, during
the examiration of the Earl of Murray, and
how readlly Melville detected colluslon be-

it
to be done with him ? It wss evident from
his shufling and blundering answers respect-
ing the yonng Blohmond, he had come to the

mitted to remaln longer at court, might be-
oome extremely troublesome.

these mattors, each in its turp, and in the
order

noW, B0 absorbed was sije in her reflections.

not Plfinpton.

klssed her hand as usual.

ton,” sald Elizabeth, ¢ of rldding us of this

your majesty 1" 1nquired the countess.

1 she with her?”

Last of gll, there was Plimpton. What was

P Price, 25. perbottle. Sold by all Druggists. |§

knowledge of the secret, and pechaps, it per-

Having long aad serfoualy pondered over

of {8 Importance, ghe then
stowly raised her head from her hand, and
aoked about her as oune awakening from
s midday slumber. The shos buckle was
il in her band, but she had not felt 1t ti1l

A to that,” she muttered, looking at i,
41t glves me 1ittle nirdasiness, for I have re.
solved to despatoch the wanton If ehe marry
For myself, would to Heaven
I conld hate him, and bave some falr pretext
for sending him to the headsman.”

At this moment, the Countess of Harring.
ton entered, sud spproaching her majesty,

t We have jast been thinking, Harring-

Pllmpton feliow.”
t Hath he begun to grow troublesoms to

% Ay, be knowsth now somewhat too mach
ior e court meszenger.”

t And yet,” replied ths countess, ¢ he had
been craity enough, methought, to dissemble
bis knowledgo of etate secrets.”

« Marry, even [n that he's bu! s poor
bluederer. 'Tis hardly half an honr gone
glnce he betrayod hla knowledge of the — of
that — the ohild,” she faliered out with pain.

——
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RLPARED Iy

ful hesltatlon.
« What ! good Heavens! ycur majesty doth
not mean —
“ Ay, he knoweth every thing concerning
‘)

« DId e presume to = '

“ Nay ; bat he let the sec--t vlip his tongue
in his confasion of the mom ¢

1 And doth your majesty 1car hiim?"

« Wa fear everyone,” she rep!+~ yaickly.

‘The countess looked up in her faoce.
« Even your majesty’s okl and falthful ser-
vanta 7" phe murmured.

« Msrry, an they ba falthfu!, we need fear
tham not. Nay, nay, be of good cheer, coun.
tesr, and look not 80 downeast ; thou art safe
while thy prudence aud cautlon last ; when
they foraske thee, then thou mayst dread tha
block.” .

v Ab, then I shall dread nothing,” respond-
ed the countess with o amlile,

# Dread nothieg1”

« Verlly, nsy, for then ! shall bo deas, and
the axe can no longer barm me.”

¢ Well, well, be it g0, Hast seen the gir] 7
she {nquired, suddenly, changing her tone,
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and again looking a& the buckie, while her
1ips twitched and bher cheek grew paler.

a T have, your majesty ; the earl hath con-
fided her i0 the safe keeping of his oousin,
Madam Ann Dudley.” .

« Tg she very handscme 77

# Truly, she 18 Bomewhat good-looking ;
but & mere toy withal.”

4 Of bold bearing ?*

# Nay, baehtul a8 a Yorkshire

« Of atately presence 7

« Indifferently well.” ‘

« Humph ! she's bat a bawble, then, to
break with the toying.” o

4 Yes, truly, somethlog ot that kind, your
msjesty.”

 Thou'st seen Mary Btuart ; how compares

feasant,”

# Greatly nlike, plenso your grace, save that
the malden hath not so commanding a figure
nor #0 falr s skin.” : -

 Qommending o fignre and fair skin,” re.
pented the queen, senapplshly, -« 'Sdeath, I
know not how evory eye seeth heauties {n
that loveslok woman.” *

(To be continued.)
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