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‘Wapnaspay, 12—O0f the Gctave.’
‘Geraid Griffin born, 1803,

‘THURSDAY, '13-—8t, Lucy, Virgln and Martyr. )
Council of Trent met, 1545, ‘Grange riot in the
Thenire, Dublin; attack on the Lord Lieutenant
1822. '

Fripav, 14—O0f the Qctave. Fasl.

Death of Washington, 1799, Prince Albert died,
1861. )

Saturpar, 15—Octave of the Immaculate concep-
tion,

Bowpar,
French expedition, with W
sail for Ireland, from Drest, 1796.

Monpay, 17—St. Eusebius, Bishop and Martyr, (Dee.
16.

Duilin and Kiogstown Railway, being the first
in Ireland, opened for traffic, 1834. )

Trespay, l8—Expectation of the Blessed Virgin

Mary. .
Empress Eugenie visits Quoen Victoria, 1873,

9—Thire SUNDAY IN ADVENT.
olf Tone -on Doard,

THE VOLUNTEERS.

ST. JEAN BAPTISTE VILLAGE INF ANTRY
COMPANY,

The members of the above Company will
assemble at the QUEBEC GATE BARRACKS,
Dalhousie Square, Trrs WEDNESDAY EVEN-

1%6 at 7.30, sharp.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

4, PAX.'—Very good, but unnecessary.

« [amigRANT.—Weshall consider your letter.

u Iy ExiLe."—Is touching and pathetic, and
we regret we are compelled to refuse it.

« T, J”—Your excellent communicotion is
crushed out. It came too late.

«D, 8. 8t. Joun's, N.B.— What you refer to
is genuine.

¢ A SprvaxT.’—Your case may be hard, but
we do not sec our way to interfere,

& Rgp LaxEe."—Will be happy to attend to
it next week.

« (ABRIEL.”’—Very good, but not quite suit-
able.

« ORiLLA.—A  communication from Orilla
has been overlooked for a week or two. . It
will appear in our next issue.

& Pwo Visions.”’—An excellent posm, but we
receive too much poctry to emable us to
publisk one-half of it.

£:01,p SusscrRIBER.'—Thaeks, but we think
it better mot to notice the circumstance to
which you refer,

< Pomixt.”—Too long, considering how few
of our own people there are in the neigh-
bourhood.

<t JouN K.”—Writes about some manuseript
he sent us. We cannot make out the ad-
dress on his letter.

< §p. HyacinTEE.'—A friend writes from
St. Hyacinthe about a circumstance to which
it is now unoécessary to refer.

¢ (onMoN SENSE.”—You may notice that we
did not defend the circumstance of which
you complain,

¢ A, H." Charlotte Co.,, N.B.—We do not
publish any such works. There wWas no en-
closure in your letter.

1, 1. M"—Your communication was de-
layed in transmission. Xt is now too late,
We shalt be happy to hear from you again.

¢ P I."—We have not now a copy of the
pamphlet to which you refer, but shall
write to D. Appleton & Co., New York.

“s¢ H, N. G."—The letter which we received
from you some time since has been o matter
of consideration tosome of our friends. We
shall be glad to hear from you again,

s¢ AN ORANGEMAN"—Says that the Qonstitu-
tion of the Catholic Union 8s published is
¢ teo thin,”” Thin or not, itis not insulting
like the orange oath.

THE BAZAAR.
St. Patrick’s Bazaar opens to-morrow in-the
MMechanics Hall.  Amongst the many presents
given to tho Bazaaris o large combined hall
and cooking stove. It is valued at $§125 and
was presented by the popular maneger Mr.
arilden of Messrs Gurney and Co. to Mrs Me-
N amece. There are too, numerous handsome
presents from many well known citizens, and
the Bazaar promises to be in every waya good
sucgoss, and it is plensing’to know that Protest-
aunts as well as Catholics are taking a deep in-
terest fo the charitable work- :

Mr. A]ex-t;_ndcr McDonald, Teacher, is our

He boasted that he gave -$300 to start
the TRue Wirness, which Mr. Gillies has
now proved to be false: then he said that it
was he who induced the late NMr. Clarke to

become a convert, which conversion members of
his own family and others prove to have taken

place in Edinburgh : and be lately published a
list of <* other converts ’ in the daily press. In
anyother community but this, that fanatical as-
sailant upon the Church, Chiniquy, Would be
treated as he -deserves, but as be was < once
a priest of Rome" it answers the purpose of

some people to keep him on hand.

THE HON. MR. LAURIER, M. P.
The Hon. Mr. Laurier has denied that he
insulted tho Irish people in the manner we
accused him of doing. At the lunch given
him in Montreal, he pointed to the fact of Mr.
Devlin being in the chair as a refufation of
the charge. Now, with all due respeot to Mr.
Laurier, we cannot accept this as proof suffi-
cient. The faet of Mr. Devlin being in the
chair, upon that occasion, proves nothing.
We were rejoiced to see Mr. Devlin preside
over the distinguished assembly of gentlemen
who received Mr. Laurier at the St. Lawrence
Hall, for it is to us always 2 pleasure when we
sce our countrymen coming fairly and honour-
ably to the front. Nor can we doubt Mr.
Laurier's word, for we believe he is too much
a gentlemau to be guilty of alie. But yet he
did not give the accusation that stands against
him, that denial which would warrant us in
accepting his statement as it stands. If Mr.
Laurier told us that he never used the langu-
age attributed to him, we would not for an in-
gtant doubt him, but as it is, he did not say so,
and thus we are more perplexed than ever.
We wish some of the gentlemen who say they
heard him, would enlighten us upon this sub-

jeet.

THE REFORM PARTY.
There may be a desire upon the part of
many of our friends to abandon the Reform
party, and to go over te the Conservatives.
We would advise those of our people who are
so inclined to be cautious. There are two
sides to every question, and it is not fair to
deny to the present administration the good
it has dome to Catholic interests. Qur
countrymen occupy a share, we shall not say a
fair share, but at all events a share in the go-
vernment of the country, and the Reform parcy
is, and has been, at antagonism with anything
that may lead to orange aggression. Let our
Irish Catholic friends not forget that Sir John
A. McDonald was himself an orangeman, and
po matter how blandly his friends may account
for the fact, yet that fact remains. We be-
lieve that Sir John A. MeDonald is an estim-
able gentleman, and ‘we do not for a moment
suspect that he would wilfully do anything
either to offend or to injure the Catholies of
this Dominion, but we would not be impartial
injour dealings with the government and the
opyosition, if we did not caution prudence.
In the Local Legislature we grant that we
have a decided leaning towards the de Bouch-
erville administration, but when it comes to Do-
minion polities the question somewhat changes,
As for our part, we suspect very strongly, that
it is the old story of * Tory" and * Liberal”
in Ircland—six of one and half-n-dozen of the

other.

DR. G- W. BEERS.
Dr. G. W, Beers gavea lecture on Monday
nighton ¢ A first peep at Ireland.” Tlespoke
about Ireland furnishing a great many brilliant
statesmen to the world, and a great many ¢ in-
cendiary seripblers” as well. All men—Davis,
Duffy, Martin, O'Coonel, O'Brien, &e., &o,
who do not agree with Dr. €. W, Beers are o8
a matter of course, ‘incendiary seribblers.’”’
But in order to prove his own inconsistancy, Dr-
Beors made an incendiary speech, Here isa
sample of it :—
«They knew that while one Church maintained
civil and religious liberty in all its domlnions, an-
other Ohnrch had revived its old arrogance—perss~
cuted where it had power ; forbid any worship but
its own ; denied rites of burial; Issued its mani.
festoes of intolerance with more freedom in Protest-
ant lands than it dare to.day in nearly all exclusively
Roman Catholic lands. Xthad blighted the progress
of Spain and her colonies ; of Portugal, Mexico and
Bouthern Italy. Naplcs was a blot on itseseut-
theon, and he could not stop without saying that
the Province of Quebec was another. He then re-
ferreri to the persecution of Protestants prior to the
siege of Derry, the Spanish Inguisition and the
magsacre of St Bartholmew. ~Events like those.
must not be judged by our ciicumstances. They
knew that our share of such work i3 forever done
with, but they could not gay as mnch for thatof the
unchangeable @hurch, The Protestaut religion
condemned persecutions, the Romisk did not.

Now Dr, Beers may not have been aware at
the time thot he was indulging in language of
a most offensive character, and language which
displays an utter waat' of all knowledge of
Churoh history. All those silly charges have
been refuted a thousand times over, and when
Dr. Beers reads in print the fierce ssiault he
‘made upon the Catholic Church, he will not be

gpace in exposing”-the * errors” of the: Cath-
olic Chiirch, It sometimes too attempts to be

Wity at our expense and it not unfrequently’
succeeds, ~ Liast week it wrote about our will-
ingness to ¢ tolerate” Protestants and heroically
deolored, for us, that we would tolerate orapge-
men ¢no mever,” It attributes a fow good
things and a great many bad things to the
# jnoipient statesman’ 0f the TRUE WITNESS
and blandly thanks us for our chivalrous. re-
solve to * tolerate”’ our Protestant neighbours,
There is some satire in the phrase, and if it was
sointended, the Witness should be duly accredit-
ed therewith. The idea of our expressing our
willingness to ¢tolerate” Protestants would
be an excellent joke it it did not lack that one
essential —TRUTH, Misconceptions are, as all
the world knows, so easily formed, that we are
ready to admit, in consideration to our con-
temporary, that it may have so interpreted our
words, but then that is the mistake of the Wit-
ness, it is not ours, We do not charge it with
being deficient in perspecuity, por with evil
intentions to place us before our neighbours
in a fulse light, but yet it is not accurate. It is
peither our function nor our wish to place
Casholics against Protestants, and we open
the files of this journal, and every word itseditor
ever uttered, to the proof. Not oue unkind,
or even uncourtious word has ever been written
against our Protestant friendssince the TRUE
WiTNEsS came uader our control. Coneiliation
has ever been our motto when eur Protestent
neighbours were in question, The idea of our
«tolerating” Protestants may be a becoming
measure of attack in the columns of the Wit-
ness, but it is not calculated to enable us to like
that journal the better. So far as Protestants
are concerned we think with Henry Grattan
that we should ¢ tolerate each other.” e are
all God’s creatures and Christ did not teach
that the way to salvation was by hating any
man. We would, nay did, resent an insult to our
Protestant friends just as readily as we would
resent oo insult to our own faith., We repeat
now, what we often repeated before, that no
one should be insulted because of the altar he

kneels at. Christ did not teach us any such
doctrine. Wkho then are the insulters ? Isit
we, or is it the columnsof the Witness? Isit

we, or is it the assailants upon our faith? It
should not do for the Witness to pass this charge
over, and, with stoic reticence,refuse to notice
our denial of the imputation that we ever said
one word that could be construed into an in-
sult when our Protestant friends were in ques.
ticu. At least we have a right to expect that
our opinions will be fairly interpreted, and we
think it a hardship that the Witness should
give uscredit for implied views which we never
expressed,

ABOUT EDUCATION.
The Witness has assailed the Xducational
system in the Provinee of Quebec. It gives
publicity to an absurd story about a French-
Canadizn cure advising his parishioners not to
allow their children to be educated, because as
the cure is charged with saying, ¢ people who
get learning very often turn out bad.” We
are asked upon the hearsay of some friend of
the Witness, to believe that parents were ad-
vised not to send ‘¢ their children to school.”
To what class of school may be asked? Even
if a cure said that ‘“people who get learning
very often turn out bad, ’ will the Witness deny
the truth of the statement? Does learning
always bring virtue and honour along with it ?
If a man becomes wise in his own conceit, does
that moke him good? Were Voltaire, Hume,
and Paine good men in 2 Christian sense, and
were they not learned men a3 learning goes
with sceptics ? The object of Catholic educa-
tion is to make men good as well 23 wise, to
make them Christians as well as scholars. The
Catholic Church is not, and never was afraid of
the school, hut she was afraid of the school
where the word of God was never heard, The
first school was founded in the house of n
bishop, from thence it went to the Monastery,
from thence to-the University, until Qathelic
schools covered all the countries in Europe,
To experimental science the Church has ever
been o friend. Iiven during the so-called
« Dark Apes” the (Cathelic Church was the
only .guardian of the education of the times,
The brilliant literary age -of Leo X. was in the
meridian of its glory when Luther began his
rovolt, - There were no ¢ Dark Ages” in the
QOatholic Church, What is a ¢ durk age ?”
Is & want of modern enlightment, an evidence
of the falsehood of Christianity? If so, then
all the world was pagan before modern civiliza-
tion was abroad. Where did Christ say that
literary attainments were necessary to prove
His divinity? Did He select the philosophers
or rhetoricans of Greece or of Rome to be His
disciples ? - If there were dark ages then, God
himself lived in them; and in centuries hence,
the days in which we now exist, may be pro.
nounced “ignorant” and “ dark” as well. 'What

surprised if Catholics look upon him as dn ¢ in-

duly autherized “Agent for Alexindria and
yicinity. ' e e

cendiary talker-”

1and alone, has given sufficient testimony o
place ‘the question beyond doubt.- Hallam,

| Mailand azid ‘others have horne testimony to

the truth ‘of - what. we write. In Franes,
‘Guizot has done the same, and ‘hosts of able
men of unprejudiced minds, have refuted the
onlurny that the so-called ¢ dark-ages” were
ages of ignorance or ages of superstitions, The
Colleges of Rome, Alexandria, Milan, Qarthage
and Nisibis were not evidences of ignorance,
and they were all fostered by the Church. The
tyranny of a - Decius or a Valerin "could
not prevent the Catholic youth of the
third ceatury from acquiring knowledge.
Columbus, Vasco de Goma, Magellan, Cop-
ernicus, Tasso, worshipped at her shrine,
Vesalius preceded Harvey as an Anatomist.
St. Augustine, the learned, St. Thomas, who
was the Superior of Seneca, Ploto, Pytho-
goras and Socrates, was taught in her schools,
‘Che Catholic schools preserved the literature
of the world at Rome, when Omar and
Cteleph burned the great libraries of Ptolemy
and Alexandria. The Cutholic schools pro-
duced Angelo and Tition. The Medici rose
under their influence. We do not know
whether to attribute it to ignorance or hatred
that men will persist in charging the Chureh
with being the friend of ignorance. Any ome
who ever read Church history knows that it
is not true. Why, as early as the nioth cen-
tury, in the Pontificate of Eugeniug II, we
thiok, it was ordained that schools should be
established throughout the world at cathedral
and parochial churches, The Council of
Mayence, the Synod of Orleans, and the Coun-
cil of Metz, all in the same century gave the
same advise, and did all in their power to en-
courage education, but 1t was religious as well
as secular. Nay, carlier still, sometime in the
sxth century a Council that was held at
Vaison strongly recommended the erection of
schools, Then the general Council of Con-
stantinople urged the promotion of learning in
the seventh century, and in the 12th century,
during the ¢ dark ages,”” the third Council of
Lateran convened by Alexander III., obe of
the greatest of Portiffs, ordered that the poor
should be educated gratuitiously,a good ex-
ample which Protestant countries took cen-
turies to imitate. Will the Witness deny that
Free ScuooLs were established throughout
Christendom by this much abused Catholic
Church, and that in such places as the Mon-
asteries of Clany, Clairaux, Carbil Bee, Fudda
zud Bilbio, all the learning that man could then
acquire was to be found. In these schools,
Music, Mathematics, Poctry, and the Greek and
Hebrew, and Arabic languages were taught.
Latin, Arithmetic and Christian works were not
forgotten. Prayer formed part of a young man’s
education then, and it would be well if it did
so still, Here is what Iallam, a Protestant,
says ;—

% The praige of having originally established
Schools belongs to some Biehops and Abbots of the
Sixth Ceptury. They came in place of the Im.
perial Schools overthrown by the barbarfans, In
the downfall of that temporal dominion a spiritnal
aristocracy was providentally raised up to save
from extinctlon the remains of leaming and of re-
ligion ituelf.”

Padua, Naples, Pavia, Perugia, Bologne and
many other places bonsted of flourishing Uni-
versities, while England had Oxford and Cam-
bridge founded in the ninth and tenth centuries
ascollegesbut grew into Universities in twelvth,
because the encouragement given to learning
by the “ignorant” priests of the *dark
azes,” 'We could quote from the Universities
of Salamanca of Jalladolid or Aleola and of
hundreds of others all of which should shame
men of reputed learning when they talk of the
¢ papists” “encouraging igmorance.” But
the Witness may tell us thatit did not write of
the past, but that it wrote of the present state
of education in the Province of Quebee, Well
let us see how the Educational Question stands
here. The Witness according to its own figures
proves that, tuking circumstances which we
shall poiot out into consideration, educa-
tion in this province is higher than itis in any
country in the world. Hero are the figures
taken from the Witness:—

“In }85'( there were 2,537 schools in opertion
while in 1872 there were 4,030. At the time oi'
the last census in 1871 there were 185,376 children
in the Province of Quebec returned as going to
school, while in 1876, according to the last report
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction for Que-
bee, there were 246,360 pupils in educational insti-

tations ofall kinds, with an average attendance of

193,714 -, -

. After this the Witness admits that education
is ‘* progressing in this. proviace'’ but later on
1t again says:—
 While believipg that some progress iz beis

made in public instruction in trl))isgProvinca, wg
none the lees strongly condemn the present system
No friend of the French-Canadiansshould rost gatis-
ﬂ_ed with it. In QOntario tho percentage of popula-
tion attending school 18 28 44, in the United States
20 ; in Quebec, 19,26; in Prussia, 16.48. The Hon.
Mr. Angers, the Hon. Suporintendent and other
gentlemen, quote these statistics with those already
given, and boast that education is flourishing in
Quasebeo, and is almost as general 8 in the most on-
lightened countries, The protension is absurd
and groundless, and does great harm by leading

things.”

are oalled the ¢ dark ages” are replete . with

»Thg Witness refuses to accept those

‘_I_l,otxtgg.s “are not ‘good, - and. the - manner of en-
,nuz.‘ngrat_iug  the numbet " of qdholefs has beep
:~loqse. - But;there is one important fact whick
‘the Witness negleets to mention, It f'drgets th
diffioulties under which education. in this'pme
vinoe has laboured, . It dbé_é,. not méntion that.
,duriqg;the_dispntgé,’ ‘which };'xstéii for three or
four years, ;bet‘ween._]?apinaati .and the Govery.
ment, education was at astandstill | T does
not ment_ign, that about the year 35, during the
‘antagonism hetween the Touse of Asserh)
and the Exeoutive, that no supplies were votei
for three years, that education was chokeq and
that those three years serioualy retardeq th
growth of education, Itissafe to speeulate
t_hut one-half of the then growing po ue
lation was deprived of the means of egu-
cation altogether, Then the rebellior;
of 1837-88 threw the country  haek
again, and the wonder is that in so short 5 time
the Province of Quebec stands so much ahoye
Prussia where education is compulsory, (p.
tario has had none of those disadvantages o
contend against and it is not fuir to Erav;a
compa.ris.ion between them. We think (b,
commissioners of education in thig Province
are to be congratulated upon the result of thei
cfforts and, considering the obstacles they havz
already overcome, we may safely predict that
in a few years they will be side by side with
the sister province.

OUR CITY FATHERS.

Last week there appeared in the columps of
the TRUE WITNESS a letter signed « M
Catholies.”* Thisletter charged Chict Denton
with partiality in the administration of his
functlons as bead of the Police Force, The
name of the writer was not made public hyt he
is a gentleman whose word is above doubt and
who has special means of knowing the cond’inon
of the Police Force. In the interest of the
Catholies of Montres] we did not feel Justified
in refusing iuvsertion to a Jetter havipe
such good authority to sustain it, By it npc.
pears that the charges made in the letter were
not true. Discovering this it was only just
that some member of the Corporation shoylg
defend Chief Penton and remove the aspersion
thrown upon ons of its officials, This tagk
was undertaken by Ald. Grenier, Here is what
the daily paperssaid about it :—

A MISBTATEMENT OORRECTED.

Los i i
Wirsaas Uit stnce the 1 201 oF T aion’ oo Tz
had been displaced from the police force and their
places filled by Protestants, Ald. Grenicr Chairman
of the Committee, read an official statement showing
that fifteen mon had been discharged, of whom sy
were Oatholics and nine Protestants, During the
;:r:e;) g:;ig;]l,ma:z? gatllilpllcs and eigpt Protestants
Rt , Making oue man in favor of the

Now it isa rulein journalism that news
papers are not responsible for the opiniens of
their correspondents, but we do not blame
Ald. Grenier for attributing to the Trug Wit
NESS an expression of opinion which was merely
contained in a letter published in our columns,

We rejoice, however, to learn upon such
good authority, that our correspondent was
mistaken, and accept this vindication of
Mr. Penton as, apparently, sufficient proof
that the gentleman who wrote to us wag
under a misapprehension. Itis well too that
our City Fathers should be jealous of the re.
putation of their officials, and it is well fur
Montren]l that the city has i its Couneil
chamber a number of impartial and
honourable men. So far as Chief Penton
and the administration of the Police Iorce iy
concerned we have at present not one
word to say. We did not endorse the
letter which has given rise to so much
talk, we simply inserted it, Alderman
Grenier deserves all our thanks for eleciting
the truth and we are sure the worthy Alderman
will rejoice to continue his labour in a some-
what similar direction, e will we are sure
thank us if we refor him to another communi}
cation which appeared in our columns on the
1st of August last, As he may not have seen
the statement we will afford him an opportunity
of doing so by publishing it again, Here it is:

THR FIRE BRIGADSE,

The Montreal Fire Brigade i8 composed of sixiy-

two (62) men, including three (3) chiefs, Thereare

eleven (11) stations, four (4) of which are manned
by French Catholics (Nos. 4, 6, 8 and 11,)

No. 1, 11 Men. 9 Protestants, 2 Catholics.
No. 2, 7 « 7 @ —_— ft
No. 3, 6 ¢ 3 “ g
No. 5, b5 « 4 ot 1 “«
No. 7' 4 u 1 « 3 u
No. 9, 6 ¢ 5 4] — “
No. 10, 4 4 " -—
Three Chiefs 2 “ .1 u

Making a total of 33 Protestants to 26 Catholics.
There wag sixmen killed at 8t, Urbalu street fre
five Protestanta and one Catholic. Their places werd
filled by six Protestants, Bince then the Lrigade
has been strengthened by four men—two Protests
aunts and two French Catholics,

The first: vacancles in the brigade have been ap-
plied for a long time ago by respect Catholics, bub
but Protestants, wnose application have been sent

people to rest eatisfied with the existing atate of | 10 f10T tW fo four weeks, had been accepted.

- Baeveral Catholic applicants have asked Aldermen
MoQambridge why (heir applications were not 8o

cepted before others of a much later date, butooeld




