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!|'wheat; the roating - lion would - have..

m DIVINELY APPOINTED ﬁunzn,{_ijﬁmnzomsmu
0 CROBGECY ALt e
If it ever happened. to. &' /séd-faring ‘man, whi
seated on the :s%%re, to, . have his attention arresteg
by & vessel coming”in ‘from the wide ocgqn,tap d
guided steadily, in tita-course by a skilful :.‘.gﬁp-tf,‘le,:
$hough at-one time assailed by,s hntricang, st i
 other in danger fromrocks, nnon‘ngkg?-ky core
smirs, whist syripathy/wanld not theslght oresto | fg)
. his bosom 7:*And aghe saw her-uearing tup pol
’I‘:‘vith,ummimng*-"sﬁggd,j_gnd with” thélgraceful
 bearing of -the gallaat ship, all unhurt, geacworthy
13 over, then, just todcking land, and"startiog again
on & voyage on the same 5¢2 ;with)-its former ene-
mies and dangers foll in view, would he:not be lost
in wonder and admiration, and filled with a high
gonse of the captain's ski_llful mnnagement a_nd
with an honest pride in his own_calhng'_f With
glmilar sentiments does the Christian view the
Papal sovereignty in its progress through the Bges.
-Neverartested; never.lurned .aside, never. wavering,
slways advancing under the guidance of the Holy
Ghost, throngh enemies now avowed, now unseen,
now from earth now from hell, ithas been in wars
for eighteen hundred years - and more,. and having
renched our days 1s quite prepared: to.pass:on itg
peacefal way with gure and steady progrese as be-
fore.’ This is the grandest. phenomenon: in the
whold field of history. - Not the -creation of fancy,
no'a matter of opinion, it is an external fact, evident
and- public, and infinencing at once the general
politics of states, and the feghngs and ‘notions of
judividuals, high and low in society, ; outside the
Church. It is however more thana phenomenon,
it is a mystery, and profane history may notunravel
it; the inspired records must be’ called in to en-
lighted us on the divine characterof this'acknowl-
edged fact, - These two witnesses, giving dates: and
names and places; agree in telling us, that the office
and powers of the Roman Pontiff are clearly trace-
able in continuous succession back to St. Peter,
and, beyond him, to Jesus Christthe Incarnate God,
the Redeemer of our race, and  the Founuder of the
Church, - Nothing short of this will either satisfy
the claims of historic truth, or accc_mnt for the wide-
spread, uninterrupted and vast influence of the
Popes ; an influence which carries all before it with-
in the Church as eflectually; and g felt without it
as distinctly, at the present day, as at any former
eriod, - L
P There is not a more consoling ‘thogght, thgu that,
though we live in a world which, with all its pre-
tensions to enlightenment, swarms with errors and
uncertainties both in practice and theor;_r, we have
in the Head of the Church, that power which, trans.
mitted to him from Jesus Christ, is the power of
God Himself, and is ample security for mankind in
the ona thing necessary And to justify this conso-
lation, let us In spirit quit Ottawa, and the Dlessed
presence of the Apostolic Delegt_tte w}nch 'hns_spg-
gested our theme, and travelliog with a apirit's
speed to the land of Istael, sea on the spot the first
beginning of the Christian Church al_ad of the Papal
power. Wo are here at the fountain-head of the
New Law ; here isits Founder: Histeaching, His
works, His aims, His iostitutions, must enlighten
as on the fopic under conaideration.
- I

What was the grand end of His life and labours ?
What definite means did He appoint to resgh and
secure that end 7 And with what claims, power,
and solcmnity did He undertake and carry out His
work? ’ .

For the Redemption of the whole world, God the
Eternal Word, descended from heaven and took His
place in the Jewish dispensation. The work wos
divine. He alone could do it. Hé” was man too,
the son of Adam, Abraham, David, Mary. The work
was to be sealed with blood, man alone could suffer
‘Bedemption being the final-cause of His life and
death, what menns did He establish to dispense His
redeeming graces to mankind P :° By heaverly
doctrines, miracles, and more than angelic life in
human naturs. He first attracted the public atten-
tion, and grined general xespect. ‘Soon surrounded
by seventy two disciples, from ‘these He selected
twelvo Apostles ; of the twelve Heappointed Peter
to be the Head and Ruler, and upon him He first
promised to erect, and then actually erected His
Church. He gave the Apostles the power in com-
mon to teach all nations, and gaye it as coming
directly from Himeelf and His own "power. “All
power is given to me, . . . ! Tam with you
all days)’ But besides this commission given to
all the Apostles, peculiar and superior powers were
bestowed upon St. Peter. L

A few passages from the words of our God may
suffice to place this statement beyond all doubt,
Thou shalt be called Peter)’ “Blessed art thou
Simon Barjona. . . Thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my Church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it. To thee I will
give the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatso-
ever thou ghalt bind on earth, shall be bound also
in heaven,and whatsoever thon shalt looge upon
earth shall be loosed also in heaven.” ‘' Feed my
gheep;" ¢ feed my lambs,” ®Batan hag sought to
have you and slft you (Apostles) as wheat. ButI
have prayed for thee Peter that th_y faith may not
fail, Thou heing converted (or turning) confirm thy
brethren,”

From which words the learned interpreters of the
language and mind of Jesus Christ for the last
eighseen Lundred years have remarked and reason-
ed thus :

1. If our Blessed Lord at His first interview with
Simon Barjona, promised him thathe should be call-
ed Peter, why this change of name? And il a new
name is to be given, why [Peter, rather than any
other? Theo very meaning of the word suggests
the iateniionin our Saviour's mind, when He made
‘the promise, Peter means' & rock, and s rock is

" an‘emblem of strength, firmness, durability, uo-
moveableness, and in architecture as well a8 in de-
fence, itis employed as the'most solid and sure
foundatlon, and the strongest barier. )

- 2, But any doubt that might bang over this sug-
gestive name, is dispelled by the clear language of
Himwho first promised it, and who in due time
fulfilled the promise, and showed that it wasadmir-
ably significative of this Apostle's high position in
the Church. For our Liord having said * Blessed
att thou Simon Barjona” and adding Thou art
Peter,” thus actually conferring the name and

* coupling the new name with the old, to show'that
he is addressing but one and thesame person. He
proceeds to make a second promise to the favoured

Apostle, namely, that He will biild His own
Church upon this man endowed by heaven with
superhuman resources for the indefectability of that

- Ohurch,—that He will give him the keys of au-
thority wherewith to open and: that the gates of
the Lkingdom of heaven, with the poor of loosing
and binding all things in heaven and on earth,

Thesse are astounding powers; but they are conferred

by Him who said of Himself: * All power {g given

" 'to me, in heaven dnd on earth.” .He who- had all
power, could share'that power with another, with-
out having it diminished in_ Himself. "Such is the
mighty import ofa name when it comes from the
lips of the Eternal Word, to express His Divine
Will and purpose. "Aud-beyondthe mere nams, the
vast extent of power given on the occasion, in

clear teris, to St. Peter, 18 nothing, short of supre.

" macy in the Church.
3. What

the same authority and affectionate care with which

the shepherd rules and gaavds higflock?

4, The last remnark on our Saviowr's words to.

il overthe other Apostles, -Satan, itgesms, 10nged

tearing the porti

did'the” commission to feed the sheep
and lambs of Ohrist imply, but that Peterwas to
rale“the Bishops and faithful in His. Church, with’

be‘master of the twelve Apostles: and sift

;ones_of otir-Blessed Liord for his prey. ! :Wh
save them from-the™impending-danger?:--Nou
but, the interposition ¥of'oti-:Lord: Himself ;“anc
Hodidjinterpose; but how?: He prayed=-bug not for,
.l JATl werpfin dangpriyef/He prayed but for one.
He prayed buffar Peter'the rékifoutdation of His,
Churdh the ¢ of sheplé'er&i obHi g ot -fgcfﬁ]‘;;’
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 séopred agalnd

¢ nit fallure, would 1A his:tgrd pray for:
the bther Apostles; confirmi*his brother~ Apostlesin:
the-coRifiion fajth, and thus- uphold;theystructure-
of the'Ghurch) for-whose stability” he' was'to:
hencéfdﬂh.rqabo £

oneible. e
He wiid' had matured His scheme offRedemption
and the form and featores of His Chu.rch_ ;_fro;l_n_e e_tet-
nity, tock thres years of a mortal life to initiate

meortals slow to understand and slow to believe,

into the secret which:He brought from heaven,and

which they were to give;lintelligibleand:practicable

to the world. He'completed-His'work, He estab-.
<lished His-eternal idea a fact in the.world, He built
His Church, He built it.on Peter. To eéffect this,

he worked a complete changé in the state of rgl_:g-'
jon. He was living i the" very heart of 'JOW.lSh
dispensation. - He was -come of the race to which

he one true religion- had - been entrusted. He sub-

jocted Himself to the: Jéwish Law in theory and

practice; whatever was sacred to a Jew, was sacred
to Him. ' But Hewas more than a Jew, He was

above the Law, He was the very author of the Law,

and had actually made it from the beginning, that
He might Himself in the end come under it and

out of it. ' It was remarked by the public that “He
spoke a3 one having zuthority, and mot asthe
scribes and Pharisees,” and that ¢ He was powerful
in work and word” He in fact claimed all power
not ‘only in the Law but all-over the earth Pnd in
heaven itself. What, then, was His object in the
Law? Not to disturb it; not to destroy it, bub to
raise and prefect it. . He was the very accomplish-
ment cf the Law. To Him at the prophecies, types,
figures, and gacrifices of the earth's previous exist.
ence pointed ; in Him they were summed up, realiz-
ed, and brought to an end;.and He the Law giver
was now:walking among His own subjects, chang-
ing old forms and rités of worship into new, whick
were to come out fair and stately in the Churck of
His own construction. Above all, He put a final
close to the Aaronic priesthood and set up in its
place that of Melehisedech, which was His_own.
He, "8 priest” forever according to the order of
Melchimedeck” topk Peter and the other Apostles
into authority, investing Peter with its plentitude.
Within His Church He also established the seven
Sacraments, the Sacrifice of the Mass, and the other
rites, ceremonies aud ecclesiastical functions to
which the world is not now a stranger. Having
completed His worls on earth, -and having ordered
His Apostles and disciples to await ths coming of
tne Holy-Ghost, who would descend upon them, to
teach themall truth, refreshing their memories with
all He had sver taught them, andgiving them every
quality necessary for their future toils in the estab-
lishment of the Church, He added Hislast paternal
blessing, and in their presence ascended into hea-
ven where He sits at the right hand of the Father.

IL,

The work of Redemption once completed, how
was it to be dispensed to the redeemed? Leaving
other details, our theme confines us to the part
which St. Peter had to inaugurate and his successors
to maintaln in the Church as set up by its Divine
Founder. Peter on earth with His beloved Master
in heaven, seems to stand alone ; but he is not left
to his own reflections or his own resources ; for,
with the immense resources already furnished him
from the riches of the Redeemer, and the lofty re-
flections inspired by the Holy Ghost in that upper
chamber on Pentecost, he feels himsclf master of
his position. O Jerusalem is nota place for him ;
ihe deicide city s doomed toruin,and its priesthood
and temple and rites are set aside for ever; they
have served their purpose, and ali that was of pet-
manernt use in them was transferred into the CLurch.
There was now the troe altar and the true victim,
and the title of High Priest, so0 uaworthily borne
by Caiphas, was Peter's right, The Church thus
ful] formed came before the world; it came out
from Judaism bright into view asthe morning dawn
flashing from the gloom of night, and all that was
bright and beautiful in the Synagogne was absorb-
ed inthe rising sun of Christianity, Nor did it find
the earth all. unprepared for its coming., Thete
were elements of good everywhere: Greece had its
wise men, many of whom were to appreciate the
new light; and Rome had it3 virtues forshe receiv-
ed the empire of the world. 1f idolatry and crime
prevailed on all sides, yet these could not withstand
the power that was divine; and the Prince of the
Apostles was inspired to go into the thick of the
difficulty and danger, and attack idolatry and im-
morality even in their stronghotd, the city of the
Cesars. ‘

Possessed of some genius and oxtraordinary
talents, Rome was from its earliest days & city of
warriors and statesmen, and had such elements of
strength within it as never perhaps met elsewhere,
Hereditary virtues and vis, severe unrelaxing discip-
line, firmness and constancy of character, lust of
rule, with a strange mixture of cruelty and clem.
ency, which they brought into the field of action,
and thet field was the whole known world. It wasa
mighty task for a small state to conquer all; but
an indomitable spirlt undertook it, and its venture
was crowned with success. All Italy surrendered
before their arms. Of the barbaric tribes which
deluged Europe the nucleus lay beyond the Alps.
Tho Romans fought and kkilled, or spared and raled,
tamed and ¢onfined to limits, and taught industry
and the arts of peace. This took centuries to do;
‘and ag it went on, the barbarian tamed and tanght,
began to find himself & man, sometimes inferior,
but often equal, and even supericr to his master.
He¢ frequently charged, and often drove before him
the invincible legion, till at last he rose to the
height of his strength, and the Roman retreated to
the Alps, War now raging all round the Roman
world, gradually crossed its limits,drove the humi-
liated rulers before it, nor ceased till its waves
dashed against the alpine Dlarrier, rushing atound
its' outlying spurs, wending through its defiles,
scaling its towering heights and pouring down upon
the fair fields of Italy, sweeping still before it the
stubborn Roman, till rolling on, atill on, it reached
the Tiber, where with the power and roar of a
mighty tide, it settled down all round the walls of
the doomed imperial city. Ths Romans were no
longer masters ; but, not easily conquered they con-
tinued to give fitful signs of vitality and vigour,
till nt last, thoy became one of many nations, and.
the elements of civilisation showed themselves all
over the ruins of the defunct empire. The northern
had rubbed off his native rudeness, and the south-
‘ern bad surrendered much of his pride and sensual-
ity. .

' yAnd thus Rome had fulfilled a great mission, on:
which it.bad been sent by an unseen providence.
The world under it had been reduced to that state
of comparative peace whick was required to receive.
‘& mew influence that had been-at.work even since
the~days. of Augustus and Claudiue.. While the'
barbaric - tribes were. fighting -, for - freedom; - the
"mysterious . power of .the East. had .advanced.and
| had fairly established itsolf. in the very. bowels of.
the land. Peter was there;at the "head of.a now.
state of things in: which!corrupt and humble Rome.
‘was to some out regenerate, and to shine still more
.biillidntly than:in:the.old. :Stmnge.)that:-{he re
:|-Mglon -of the cross should hope for a'recepticn in a
city which was the very sink of corruption and
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¢ agan city could with-
diffictity. Teach it. Convertsiwere ~made; (xoany
‘amongthe poor'and some among;thorich. ~Often-
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did!S¢. Pater;come out: from hishidiiig-placeto be
‘harboured by the* noblest of :thecity:; and: the

curalé-chalr; which Pudensxbestowed i:upon- the
"Hiead . of the Chuirgh forthe oeremoniesof his-office,
remaingto this diy to testify that'there was virtue
jn-the high places in Rome  and that divine grace

be |'wag destined:for.every claas of society. The light
1.2} of “the . gospel was settitg on the dark atmesphere.

of :idolatry,: = If it circulated a while in secret, its:
mission like the sun’s was for the world, and as it
broke out here and there, the stern Roman marvel-
led whatit was, whence it came, and what it meant;
for it was not a thing of night, Jesus had done
-averything' in the light of day, and Pater;did ot
lose'any opportuunity of setting it face to.face with
the lprid glare of paganism. . Loag ere the scoptre
was wresled from'the hand of Rome, Peter-had set
up in its midat that' which was one day to take it
captive: ‘But before surrendering, it  would shed
torrents of its captor's blood. _'
The Jews in Rome were, at the time, counted By
thousands, and their religion was there to be rated
as the religion of a Roman province. But their pre-
gsence there did not contribute to diminish the cor-
ruption of society. Their igher knowledge and
purer lives did not pass to the Gentile. This bar-
renness of form of religion never intended to make
proselytes, stands in remarkable contrast with the
rich harvest made by the religion which was to
absorh the Roman empire and tbe whole human
race. The Christian religion entered Rome under
the Emperor Claudius. 8t, Peter’s object was to
convert the world at its centre, and establith
there the headquarters.of Christianity. The defi-
nite . plan of the Church had been laid down for
‘him ‘and the other Apostles by Jesus Christ, and
fully developed to him on Pentecust. He there-

Church. Ithada defibite government, it had its
wise laws and. regulations, its members were in
complete dependence on its rulers, ita inner fruit-
ful life was kept up by the presence of the Holy
Ghost, and the Sacraments which diffused His
grace, strength and life through the whole society,
The Apostle was occupied in setting up what to
the Roman seemn an imperium inimperio, a society
not approved by the state, and altogether indepen-
dent of it ; thus doing wholly in Rome what Jesus
Christ had partly done in Jerusalem, The Jows
residentin Rome bearing one of theic own nation
preaching the doctrines of Him whom their coun-
try-men had crucified, took various viewsof the
preacher’s doctrines, rome persuaded by his words
becamethe nucleus of the Church in Rome, athers
became his bitterest persecutors, and to their per.
severing enmity must be attrlbuted not orly his
first banishment under Claudius, but also his final
crucifizion undzr Nero. Romans too gathered with
the fold, and in eleven years, Peter had brought the
Church to such & state, that St, Paul who had not
yet visited the city of the Cesars, testifies that the
fame of the faith of Rome had spread over the
whole earth, The grace of the Sacraments had
lenvened the mass, had formed vew minds, new
motives to action. Fallen nature awakening ns if
from a sleep, the doubly deep sleep of sin and
ignorance, saw its wants, its powers also, and the
loveliness of virtue and true religion, in dazzling
contrast with the foulness of idolatry and sensual-
ity, that still reigned in & city the cloaca mazima of
its own abominations and the imparted abomina.
tions of the vanquished nations. What a spectacle!
The proud indepbndent Roman who simply dlspis-
ed every foreign claimant to powerand rule, adopt.
ed the new principle of obedience to the teaching
ofbarbarians. In his sensusal and utterly corrupt
mind that could relish none but what ministersd to
the senses, he now fslt a epiritual influence inclin-
ing bim to esteem and love what was unseen and
unfelt, and he learned to guidé Lis conduct by the
new principle divine faith.

But while & #vast multitude” is stated by
Tacitua to have died for the eastern religion, the
bulk of the inhabitants remaived in tbeir super-
stition. No sooner was the public alive to thereal
nature of Christianity than opinion set in against
it. The system thataimed a blow at the favourite
vices and forms of worship roused the bitterest
animosity, and the votaries of Jupiter and Venus,
showed by fiendish cruelties what ascendency the
devil had acquired over hiz dupes. Rome had been
built up from the beginning in blood ; the offspring
of the fratricide had extended their power amid
blood in torrents, and when this new and spiritual
enemy appeared, their first impulse was towards
blood. The new and Christian Rome was to be
founded thus in blood, drawn now from the veins
of holy, generous, self-aacrificing men. The curreat
of this new cementinog power had begun at a divine
fountain-head, even the Sacred Heart, which also
had been opened by & Romnn spear, and a8 it flowed
from Calvary,in its regenerating course over the
earth, receiving the tributary  streamlets that
claimed kindred with itself. The Roman arose in
bis fury against this sirange, uneartbly fee. His
native valour so successful on the battle-field came
out in all its potriotism against & poor Galilean
fisherman, and his followers, & handful of unoffend-
ing Jews and citizens He first reasoned and
sought to allure, but disappointed he threatened,
tortured, mained and butchered, and exhausted his
ingenuity in means of inflicting pure pain. The
result was utter failure, Every Christian thatdied
brought many into being; and one who lived in
those days of carnage had written : « Tle blood of
the martyrs is the seed of Christians.” But a change
came. The persecutor saw and admired one virtue
in his victions—his own characteristic courage.’
What is there.is these vile Christians that they
will not be subdued ? - They would wnot yield, I
think, if one of our legions were to bear down upon
them. Are we then to be beaten upon ourown
ground, with our own weapons, and by such punny
toes? Tbhey are & riddle every way. Lf we tolerate
them, they prosper; if we strike them down,as
soon as oue goes, twenty spring up. What are our
gods about?! - From admiration he past to, re-
spect. ¢ Brave they certsinly are. Whence this
courage? They go to death as joyfully as we go to
victory. They nre insensible to paln and fear,
Why molest such heroism?" Respect led to.en-
quiry into the secrot of this new race of men, and
their invincible strength and divine tranquility. It
was oxplained, how human nature had fallen from
its original integrity and had become a wreck, how
the original Creator had descended into the human
race, had taught heavenly philosophy, -had worked
miracles, and bad given in his life and condnct an
example of all the virtuea; how pagan gods were
either devils, or wicked men, or imaginary beings,
with attributes that would digrace even brates;
how Jesus died for the satvation of all, and restored .
Himself to lifeagain on the third day, and had, at
laat, aacended to henven, where He.sits in humain’
form -and divine majesty, ruling and guiding Ris.
-Chureh on earth, and judging every.Christian ns he
pnsses away from time into eternity, . .., .l .~

- The Roman comparing ¢together, the: principles
of this new philosophy, itsreligious.worship,and
its effects on human mieery. and immorality,saw its
vast snperiority o his own system.of life and wor:
ghip.. '‘These; martyrs..do but, repeat what their:
Divine Master, faught them. He .died for them ;
they -die for:him. ' But he dled : for,all:men, .. How:
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fore 1aid in Rome the foundation of the universal |

| beginnieg to what should-outlast’ his

BTt

to- butcher others that wo,mig
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be'aChristian, I feel the-ttace theyspesk o oon-.
idently of sthich entersithe potil as,if direptly from!
‘God, and'creites o jbeaventwithin-vsiP1( is/s0%
Where is. theip:High Prigst, |wlo receiyesistrangers
inito his, bleddd sociétyf? M¥dm a Ohifatian.” 1 Hd
1eft: behind hikus. ht: Keéruditary pride dnil his felf-,
‘gufficiency.~He was humbl8 and he BEeArYe bappy.
And as he kad pgﬂupiedume;.ﬂrstan]gge among the;
nations, so'Will he'be distioguished a5 a Christian,
Heo.roBa to High‘¥irtue; afid his-sons and daughters,
ifi:the.very floWel of - their age, having béfore them.
the brightest pré¥pects earth could afford, devoted
themselves to a1ife of virtue whether in niarriage
or in celibacy. Many s delicats’ one from the
families of the nobles and the palace of the Creanrs,
stood proof againat the tyrant's persecutor, and went
through all 'thé Xotrors. of martyrdom with the
courage, the heavenly calm, the sweet hope of the
Christian heroine, Thus- one by one Romans,

Jews, and others joiied the rising Ohurch, till'St.

'Péter’s pérsonal Serviceshaving laid its foundations,

wérs no* longer méeded. . The scene on Mount
Calvary was renewed on the Janiculum; and the
benefit done on the firs§ mount to the whole human
r_tia.ce. wag secured On the ‘second to the eternal
city, - Cuon L
.. But ere 8t. Peter, passed away, he appointed for
his successor in the” Apostolic chair, theé saint]y
‘Linus. Bearing ‘in mind the divine promise that
the Church was to endure for ever,and that the
form of Church govérnment also had bekn per-
manently fized - by ‘the divine' Founder; he felt it
his duty to maintain the order of things thus estab-
lished. When the twelfth apostle had prevaricat-
ed and left a ‘blank in tne-Sacred: Coliege, our
Lord .did not. substitute'adother in his place, but
left hia earthly Vicar to arrange the choice. In the
upper chamber St. Peter solémnly insugurated the'
election and the lot fell 1pon' Matthias, "And now
that he himself is closlug his earthly -carcer, he
commita the keys of the'kingdom of heaven to'a
feithful and true membér“of the Roman Church;
What Peter. had received and managed with suc-
cess, Linus might now réceive and use as efficiently
-n8 his predecessor. As'burgracious Soversign will
in due time surrenderthe plenitude of her power
to the next heir, so did St, Peter constitute Linus
the new Rock, transfer the whole Church to his
keeping, left him the power to looseand to bind all
things in heaven .and on " earth, to teed the lambs
and sheep that Jesus Christ hiad catrusted hiaself
with, to confirm his brethern of the .episcapal
office,and in a word, to take the general supervision
of Church governmentaod be its supremeinfallible
head. .As the Church'is a person half mortal, half
undying, the principle of life that was in 8t. Peter
continued in his successor, and so the Head of the
Church lived on. The man dies, the Pope dieshot.
It needed no new visible act on the part of the
divine Fouader to.appoint a second Peter Tne
Church was an organized body and externally con-
ducted its spiritual business on the original plan,
while It wns guided from within by the light and
impulee of the Holy Ghost. For this Paraclete
haviog descended amid the fiery tongnes of Peate-
cost into the body of the Church gaveit itslife once
for all; became it8 very spirit, and was now living
in it3a new ruler, and was a guide to Linus as it had
been to Peter, .

A concluding glance at the work that was done by
the first of Popes will convince us that it is the
only great institution on earth, and that neither
Greece nor Rome had ever produced so greatn man
as he who established it on the seven hills. Phil-
osophbers had aimed at doing the same work as. be.
did, but had signally failed. Having formed n
community of believers he set up on & firm basis
the three things necessary for the civilization and
sanctification, of fallen man, namely a code of
morality, the true form of fcligions worship, and
dogma. This comblnation the leading men in
Paganism had attempted to effect, and neither
geniug, nor. talent of any kind, nor effort was want-
ing to success. The failure proved that something
higher than mental.powers was needed, something
above nature, and able to control nature. First
came Pythagoras, who actually formed a society
which was to be kept together by moral precepts,
strict discipline and common Lelicf, while he made
all science subordinate toa moral ¢nd. His society
grew and floarished in Cortona, tili the secular
government jealous of its growtng I{mportance.
subjected it to persecution, which gradually cou-
trolled and checked and fivally crushed it. Indivi-
duals for many generations cluog to its tenets, but
the organized commurity was defunct. We have
already seen that the society formed by St. Peter
et persecution at defiance and gained strength in

hemidst of its horrors. Plato eame next, but con-
tented himself with composing an ideal republic
and founding a school, but did not venture on an
aetual soclety. Aristoth with an intellect powertul
enough to create two sciences, was not able to
create a polity that should rest on the precepts and
practices of human wisdom. Lastly Zeno founded
a school and his system was cminently practical;
but never did the world show cither a town or vil-
lagethat was either Platonic, Peripatetic or Steic.
I'wo hundred vears after $t. Peter's day, Platinus
cought permission from the Emperer Galbinus to
build a city in Campania, which was to be called
Platonopolis and to perpetuate the principles of
Plato ; but at the refusul of the ruling power a'l
idea of the undertakiog was dropped ; not perscu-
tion, but the mere dread of it, being sufficient to
gnash what was of earth. But St, Peter's society
stood firm sud constant where he placed it, in the
very hot bed of its enemies, who.had power
enough of persecution to extinguish any union of
men that was not divine, And it maintains its
position to the present day, counting its two
hundred and fifty cight popes who fill up the whole
series of more than eighteen hundred years. Thus
where vaunted Greece and Rowe failed,a poor
fisherman without learning, wealth or worldly io.
fluence, or extraordinary natural ‘genius, gave to
Rome and the Roman world that system of moral-
ity, dogma and worship which has secured Chris-
tianity and created modern civilization, Not to
him be the glory Lut to his Divine Mastér who not
only taught his pupil, but invested him with super-
human authority and. exriched him with a Divine
light and with the sanctifying nnd actual graces
thut-were needed fo make a fit represeutative of
His own Divine Person. But Dbefore the Pagan
world of old, a8 before tha unbelisving world of
modern. times, St. Peter appeared. to be nothing
more than a Plato or an Aristotle, influencing men
by man's nntural resources of corviction and per-
suaslon. Ifin reality he had no help from heaven.
he must be a very portent, having achieved singl. -
handed that in which no other mun or body of men
ever' succaeded : and if ho gets credit for the in-
spiration and guidance of the Holy Ghost he stunds
forth a still greater portent,—a mortal mnan wield-

ing the power of heaven.
L L

But ,as St. Peter was commissioned to give a
] own days,
he must be repeated in heirs. And he was seen'in
:_[,i_z’:uﬂ,_ ‘i iamediate successor, and has come out'
in 'each succesdive age and "Pope i ‘the fulness of;
+hig origlnal supremacy.. .Nor hag he,degenerated
in Pius, . The Holy, Apostolic.See has survived the
convalsions  that ‘made “and ‘nnraadé™'States' ‘and:
dynasties,.and: while it still remains immovable as:
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Le'took the first steps towards the (leisl);ilt&o‘;acs)fthen
of the great Christian dogmas,—the Immacul0 lﬁe
Conception. 'He sent letters all round the lze
not to st_aek earthly. aid or solace, but to nsc%r?a'e’
tae tradition of the Universal Church respecti "
the grand prerogatiyes of the Mother of éod- ;:5
f;om_ east and west, north and south, repiies .cum

pouring in from the ubigquitoua Episcopacy teem—de
ing the tradition belief of each Bishop pri'est P 5
pacish on the momentous point. Meénwhile 1?“
children in ;’.o,m_e would have their father h'wll-°
and soon again he was reinstated in the heredi‘tarl’
home of the Popes. Quce more free to carry o{.
the business of the Church, be summoned the
chief pastors 10 his presence to record with thei

tongues the testimouy of their pens; aod in th;
midst of that most 1lluetrious assemi)ly he raiged
his infallible voice and proclaimed to the Catholic
Claurch that- Mary the Mother of God was eon-
cex_ve_d Immaculate. His words were music to the
children of the Church, and their angelic sound
went forth through Rome, Italyand Europe and al}
over the earth, nor will they cease to echo throngh
all time and through the long ages of ctecaity to
the glory of Him who could throw such Tustre
round the person of the Blessed Virgin Mother

This decree wag emsiiy issued, if compared with
that which followed nnd which book looked almost
Y formld_able Underteking. He summoned an
(Ecumeaical Council ; and the Bishops again left
thel_r homes, and joyously took their way to the
chair of St. Peter, to the number of one thousand

There they met in Council and sacred debate on the
interests of the Clwurch, and the errors and evils of
& degenerate age. Those men of consummate
wzs_dom n_nd enlightened piety, after long and earnest
deliberation, called upon the Holy Father todeclare
to the world the Infallibility which Jesus Christ
had in the beginuning conferred on St. Poter.

Unanimous in their.belief on .that. point; they
durst not teach that belief until empowered to do
so by St. Pefer's successor. Deliberation nod
prayer were renewed, and the Father of the uni-
versal fnml‘ly; who opens aud shuts the gates of
heaven, defined by the guidance of the Holy Ghost
and solemuly proclaimed that Infallibillty was the
-dlvinely conferred right and prerogative of St.
Pcter and h_ls lawful successors. The first mooting
of the subject had made the nations murmur nnd
the peoples meditate vain thiags, but the spirit of
faith prevailed in every clime, and, soon a calm
came and now steadily continues through the
whole Churcy. No tongue gainsays the teaching
of him, who in his infallibility represents not only
an apostle but Jesus Chrish Himself. The dogmas
tlms.deﬁned might eeem snfficient to £ill up a
Pontiffs whole reign, but they do not embrace half
the work done by the iudefatigablc exertions of
this great man. The niemorable syllabus may be
taken as the third most prominent act of his teach-
ing power. :

. Looking from his Apostolic Chair round the re-
ligious world, he saw and lamented the alarming
growth of error, and error distinguished by one
feature peculiar to the age, error proceeding from
scxenleﬁc men and statesmen whose high sanction
gave it o semblance of truih to the great body of
the people. The evil was taking root, and receis-
ed the countenance rather than met with opposi-
tion from any temporal sovercign. Oaze Ruler
alone, independent of public opinioa, und seelng
the danger that threatemed society in its true
colours, had power enough, conscience euough, and
spirit enougl to lift his voice and warn all within
and without the Church, of the false principles that
were stealing into politics, morality and religion.
The Byllabus was a relict to all good men, consoled
the universal Church and gave a new brightnesito
her aspect. Let us conclude by adding briefly o
to these grand public acts of our Holy Iather, the
several hierarchies, the many cpiscopal sees and
the various missions which he has established, the
uncounted circulars, discourses, instructions and
counsels, by which he has enlightened and encour-
aged the whole episcopacy and the Christian flock,
the paternal warnings he has given to Sovereign,
heresearchs, and other insubordinate spirits, aod
lastly, the example which he has ever set of all
virtues,~—and you haye the faiut outlines of such 3
Pastor os has scarcely been seed Since the times of
the Apostles, and never .can.bo. geen . outside the
Catholic Church and the lins ofthe Koman Pontill:
It were a tack “above any man's power to calculats
thé amount of evil that has been prevented of
checked, ‘and the amount of good that has been
originated and consolidated during the Pontificate
-of ‘our own ‘days,—n Pontificatd: which, with its
countless points of light, lookslike a galuxy among
the many 1:ybts that adorn the firmament of the'
Papacy. Suy then; is there not something mor
thaa buwan in all this? Has profsne history aoy-
thina ty match it? Could it b imagined from oy
anniugy and expected to tnri up in ‘the natonl
cuurse of ovents? 'Doegit not ln some respecti
outdo the marvellous. history of the first Pope?
Does the looker.on from outslde the Church, after
compuring Pins with Peter, remark any dfminution
in the Papal powir ufter 1800 yoars’ existence? Ha¢
time, or tyrauny, or heresy or schism; or wih
sheken its foundation, or taken from the grace sod

ture? What is earthly must decay and passawafi
what' stands and flonrishel and stilkes its roctt
"deeper-and deeperwith- tima, nnd;glves every.su
¢eeding day new signs of vitality and perpetuflf
must be'a’thidg of heaven. There was & time,
'somme of us are:are old erough to remember. ii, wher
- the: Papal power seemed to receive no:little suppot
from the. Cathollcsoverelgns that;owned its sceptei
but Catholic dynastles Layo beon all cast side,
probably for ever, or look on powerless spectatord
. e e N T I R

noble! - Me gdcrificed His own happiness, that all
olhers might be happy. We Romans can also

meagurably since’the days of Olaudius,” It iong’

the original (Rock, its empire has extended im-|
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