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-object” of. its’most enthusiastic love? From. h
birth to that kigh'point at-which:we see Lim, his
story is soon told. . Born in Dublin City, of parenta
who ranked among the arisfocracy,and whodrew their
blood from Anglo-Norman ' gources, he- had " passed
his boyhood and his early manhoed with’many-in.
dications both in school and college, that he was
destined for great things. He was in troth, essen-
tially & notable. A great lover of books, but a still
.. greater lover of the fields and mountains, there was
in him a strange admixture of the scholar who lives
to learn, and of the poet who lives to feel, Rasl?,
wild, wayward, fitful, with a spice of the dare-devil
in his actions, and in his manuer a full-figgor of
cccentriclty, ho sought rew friendships, made many,
and, those friends he made, he grappled to his beart

‘ _with books of steel. Like all men worth knowing

he was ambitions, and like all men worth knowing
e made, no secret of his ambition. But he could
not for a time decide, at what his ambition, should

. .precisely aim. Poetry was the first thing which he

seriously attempted, and poetry was the thing for

-+ which some of his biographers thizk he was most

.specially fitted. But these writers are scarcely
serious. . For, first of ali, his poetical productions
of which remaiu to us a few specimens, are below
mediocrity, and secondly, while Jokn Stuart Mill's
opinion remains true, as probably it will ever re-
main, that, namely, an orator thinks for others and.a

~_ poet thinks for himself, & poet Grattan could never

be. . This Grattan bimself very soon discovered.
- And so we quickly find him abandoning his melan-
. choly, his day-dreaming, his foolish fits of versifica-

" tion, his foolish plagiary of the style of Pops and

all the thousand and one peculiarities which have
ever been characteristic of modern toilers up” Par-
nassus, and he is feen mumbling spesches along the

- streets, standiog before some gate-post that he ad-

‘ _ dressés as Mr, Speaker, and pronouncing his formal

ladies and gentlemen to the strong oakr, and the
slim beeches,.'about Rathfarnham and Rathgar.
Later on he has some idea of becoming a Protestant
clergyman, (and a Protestant of the Protestants he
always was), but making acquaintance with the
speeches of the elder Pitt and knowing that in his
own country law was the fit apprenticeship for
legislation, we discover him studying at London to
prepare himself for the Bar. But the Bax is for him
only & training place tor his selected calling, and
_hig selected calling is to be an orator. Did he desire
distinction at the expense of patriotism he would
have gone, as went the great Sheridan and the
greater Burke, to give his genius to an alien people

-and to raise his voice in alien halls. But Graitan

wags made of sterner aud homelier stuff. And so in
1776 we find him in a position where he can prove
his patriotism and test his power, member for the
Borough of Charlemont in the Irish House of Com-
mons in College Green. :

. Bat the Irish Parliament of which Grattan be-
came 8 member had ceased Iong since to be aby-
.thing but a Parliament in name, By an act passed
in. the reign of Henry VII. and usually called
Poyning’s Act, nolaw could originate in the Irish
Lords or the Irish Commons ; and by dnother act
passed in the reign of George 1. power. was given to
the British Parliament to legislato for Ireland by
British- Statutes. - - Then. England played ber isual.
‘game. Every law was 8o framwd as to ruin her
. Irish colony and to enrich her English self, and the
complaints of u Yorkshire village were coonsidered
sufficlent excuse for killing restricticns on Irich trade,
The result to Ireland was utter beggary. Ireland's
P o,le becems j apers, her ports became the 6 iser-
sion of seaweed and shell-fish,and in ber city streets,
and on her country highways, men and women were
walking with no secrét for the solation of life’s
problem, but to lie down and die.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, mark well whom all
this directly affected. Ever sincethe twelfth cen-
tury three.bad been in Ireland two races, and ever
since the sixteenth century there had been in Ive-

and two religions. Wo may call them broadly the

" native Catholics and the colonial Protestants, The

_ permanently as possible.

" der,

policy of England towards there two parties had
alwayd been shaped with the same design, and that
design was to plunder Ireland as effectually and as
The Catholic natives
being the original piroprietors of the soil were the
jmmediate prey, and as loog as the Protestant Colo-
nists served to effect their pluander; the Protestant
Colonists were by the Imperial rulers highly fav-
oured. But in course of time and by processes that
are known and not likely to be forgotten, two re-
sults eccurred. In the first place, the native Catho-
fics were socially and politically extinguished, so
that, as Dean Swift said, if you wanted to find the
native Itish gentry yoa would have to seck them in
the cellars of the Coal Quayr and the slums of the
Liberties. In the second place the Protestant colo-
nists increasing in number,” and attaining by force
or fraud to the proprictorship of all the land, they
became & power which as long as it remained loyal
10 England could keep the Catholic Celts in sub-
jection, but which if it desired to ‘relinquish the
beauty of England’s embraces might make the Eng-
lish footing in Ireland very insecure. But England
then was the England of all history. - Then and
always was avarice her predoimnant passion, and for
some miserable gain in the present, she was ready
to relinquish her best friendships of the future,
Her American Colories which might still be her
most splendid provinces, she higgled with and
cheated, and robbed, till these stern children of hers
in New England, finding out at last that her love of
them meantlove of theirinheritance,flung her angrily
_from their home and raised up that Great Republic
‘wh ¢",though imperfect it be still livesfor all tyranies
a warningand a doom. The very same policy of self-
jshness was followed in Ireland. - England robbed
and cheated her Irish Colonists, as she robbed and
cheated her colorists in New England, Aund in
both cases there was this aggravation that it was her
owa children who had followed ber own teachings
and worked her own work that she turned to plun-
The Catholic Celts of Ireland had long since
had nothing ‘to lose but the Protestant English who
colonized Iréland had much of which they wished to
retain possession; and these latter, regardless as ever
of, affinities -of religion and affinities of race, Eng-
- land now turned to destroy, - But as in America so
ja Ireland, England's policy met with opposition,
“In the Irish Parlisment about the close of the XV.

IIIth century; thece was a fair minority who did not’

intend, English Colonists as they were, being robbed
without resistance:' ‘And to this minority which we
may call the Anglo:Irish party, Henry Grattan en-
‘tering upon public life, gave all his eloquence and
all his soul. .. "- C

“Ldles and gentlemen, I'wish to bave it distinctly

uiyderstood, - that -the party with “which Grattan be-
came thus connected’ was'not in-any: true sense of.

‘the terms, Irish or National at all.:; Thus did the
, case stand. ‘In Ireland:there wasa population at
- that time-of about fuur millions. -Of these nearly a

smillion were English:Colonists,;more than thres’

* ::ymillions were - Irish Celts. . The; English Uoloniats

. -in‘number were .Catholics.almost t

waere sl Protestants,:the,Tuish Celts; three millions

these three million Celtlc Oatholics were'in sll'senses
" outgide  the’ Pale. - They. were; 'socially.and politi.

“cally aad religiously progoribed, they were Tobbed,

vvvvv

. gtatved 'and murdéred. by the-most-infamoui: of laws'
and 5ot 2 band’ did the Grattan party of nearly one

| and uitil the Imperial ;ro

‘man. , But,

imillion" atrong: lift upto help: them, un
this=“until“that party began 1tself to be.plun
and v berfrom beyond cliaunel
P

‘from’plundering’ its slaves ; turned

-ohildren;. As'we shall see, among
Anglo-Irish ‘party, Grattan was's
‘But the fact remains certain thaf

self presérvation against robdery,

+tho#&6 whom she herself had sent to plur.der. othérs,
the’ penal laws ‘would have enjoyed impiinity, the
‘three qnillion Catholic Celts. would be “etill pro-
scribed*and the world -would-have wanted .that.im-
mortal Irish eloquence which careless people call
patriotic; but which was simply the cry of & niillion
Englishmen who had plundered Ireland and who
degired the plonder which they had immorally uc-
quired, they should be permitted peacefully to en-
joy.” 1f from that cry the Catholic Celt eventually
derived a benefit, be' may thank - Provideoce, but
taking them in a bulk he need not thank the men
of 82, Sl . .

At the time when Grattan joined the Anglo-Irish
party there was both at home and abroad a happy
covjuncture of affairs, The American Colonies hn_d
just ass-rted their independence ; had just asserted it
because of the very same:grievances under which
the Anglo-Irish party laboured and had just through
the utter ruin of Cornwallis made their indepen-
dence secure. In Europe, England had her hands
inconveniently full. Sach was the drain upon her
army for foreign service that she could scarcg]y
spare a man for the defence of her beloved Irish
province at home. Ina moment of, for Ireland,
providential blessing the rumour arose that tbe
French were about to attempt a landing on Irish
shores; in a moment of, for England, fatuous im-
becility the Irish, that is the Protestant Colonists
in Ir¢land, were informed that they must defend
themselves. . To tho Celtic Catholics, the three mil-
lion starving serfs,a French invasion would neither
thea nor at any time be particularly alarming; but
it was not so with thé English Protestants'on Irish
spil. -Ireland was their legalized. plunder and their
‘plunder, however they might deay it to the proper
-owners, they would not (and heye they were right)
hand over toa newer and perhaps & worse plunderer
than they. Andso inall parts of Iréland the English
Colonists began .to arm, began to train themselves
for war. Without entering into details which do
not concern me now, I may say that the new Army
of Anglo-Irish was fully equipped officered and
trained, that its officers were many of them velerans
of foreign ware, that Catholics were at first uttecly,
at. all times almost utterly exclnded from their
ranks, that nevertheless a kindly feeling began to
exist hetween the proscribéd Celtsand the armed
Anglo-Irish and that by the year 1779, there was in
Treland an Anglo-Irish army bearing the really
erroneous but still 1eally ominous title of the Irish
Volunteers,

Now, it wasjust a few months after Gratian's eniry
into Paril sment, that the volunteers began to earoll.
To him, a8 to many others, it was atonce apparent
whai, in balancing accounts with England, a splen-
did weight was here to fling into the Irish scale.
England’s difficulty says O'Connell is Ireland’s op
portunity. The principle in that saying was well
knowu to Grattan and to those whom by courtesy
we call the patriots of his time. The Volaateers
were eacouraged, their enrollment was urged with
all Grattan’s unequalled cnergy, their spirit was
quickened and strengthened with all Grattan's un-
equalled zeal,” The English Parliament began to
take alarm, began to throw obstacles in the way,
began to play the favorite English game of sowing
dissensions in the camp of their foes. But the fire
had taken; taken in-the dry wood and not the.
green; and no power on earth could stop the con-
flagration. The Volunteers were at length ready
for action and for use, Grattan used them. The
first step was to rid the land of English mouopo-
ligts and to remove the restrictions on Irish trade.
That was quickly done, ¥When 80,000 men trained
and equipped and resolute for war marched along,
with certain metalic orators in front bearing about
their necks the text—Free Trade or else—some of our
oralory—~that is a kind of speech very easy to under-
stand and very effective in eliciting a favourable
reply. Free Trade was granted. But though the
robber with a revolver at his breast may disgorge
hig plunder, he is not the less a robber still, and
when the revolver is again put by he may bs dis-
posed to betake himself to his old pursuits. The
trade of Irelaad had been rained by English law,
and though English law, in sore difficulties, had re-
moved the cause of ruin, yet English law, the diffi-
culties over, might replace the canse of the ruin
once more. English legislation for Ircland bad
been Ireland’'s destruction, and while England re-
talned the power tolegislate for Ireland, that power
might commence its destructive work again, That
power must next go, And so the gtern eloguence
of the Volunteer cannon was again employed, and
England was oifered s aclection between such elo-
quence and the frec admission of Itish legislative
independence. It was a sore dilemma for our
Imperial sister. Neither horn was a particularly safe
situation, and neither horn did she desire to choose ;
aud so with an imperidl humility in her most un-
usual she asked delay. But she had now a maa to
deal with who was blessed with a providential im-
patience. To all deprecation on the part of English
Statesmen, to all remonstrance on the part of his
own weaker friends, Grattaw's sole reply, was no
lime, no tme. And so on this cvening of 1782
when we first se¢, him jnst two years after the great
conventioa at Dungann o, it has been admitted by
our Imperial sister, that only the Irish Commons,
Lo:ds and King have power to make laws for Ire-
land ; and the Irish, meaning thereby the Protestant
Colonists of Ireland, have in two yeara and by the
stern action of 80,000 armed meu achieved for
Ireland complete and perfect Legislative Indepen-
dence. _

Now, ladies and gentlemen, we are arrived on
ground whers, both for you and me, cautious walk-
ing is extremely necessary. The fact is this, the
change of Parliament and of the existing coustitu-
tion was effected in Ireland by a body of armed
mea menacing physical revolution, and the real,
though not the nominal, 1cader of that armed body
was Henry Grattan, ' Out of that fact twoquestions
arise. And these questions, if we wish to under
stand Grattan's position, we must examine cau-
tiously aand in some detail,

The first question is one which, io our times, is
rarely considered, but which, in Grattan’s time, was
very warmly debated, " It is this: the Volunteers
had permission to enroll only for the defence of
Ireland against the enemies of the English Crown ;
it was with that expressstipulation that their enrol-
ment was allowed to proceed ; it was with the exprees
undergtanding that only against foreign invasion
would the Volunteers be employed that their or-
ganisation by Grattan-was at all sanctioned. But
no sooner were they ready than they were used
against England herself; were 'used to force from
England what England did. not wish to give, and
the man who'so used .them was Henry Gratian.—
4 question tlien is, was not Grattan then guilty of
political trickery and ‘national deneption,.. At first
bush the sole. answer possible would seem to be an
answer in the affirmative. ‘And yet-“mark.this
for it is' very ‘important—eévery Irlshroan. who has
‘ever written, or spoken about it hasgivon a negative.
‘Teply. .. Grattan'was not/guilty of political trickery,
and that'hds been the’answer of men of all classes
and all” éreeds, of priests and of politiciand, of bar-:
-risters aud of bishops, of \judgeés who knew the’law;!
.abd of religions  ministers, who ought to know the’
‘Prophets, - ‘But still against such an'answer.all:ap*;

these. Protestants’|-
of "English - extraction who formed what'I call: the |
Ang grand: exception. |’

¢ patrigtiam but | thiah;
ona b Bevo: | Fath
Iution’of "1782. - Had Epgland-only:réestrained her | .
| greed, had,.she -not: stretched her-hands to pluader,

pearances are strong. ” What, thercfote, is sald:to | most

lindered {an fy: t €

_Butobserve that.anawer. - 1t.J3-that fo .
complishment of - her_Legialative Independence- in’
’82°'Ireland had.a right_to use force of arms. But;
that' what was right in 1782,'is wrong in 1875,i8 not/
self-evident, There'is of course a point ‘of differs
ence;.between - the periods, . The. Union has sluce;
been passed and passed by an’ Irish - Parliament.
But the Act of Union "has been by the ablest Eng-
lish legists pronmounced not binding and the rea-
soning of Lord Plunkett, that the Irish Parliament
had no power to vote away a Constitution over
which the people gave that Parliament no abso-
lute control, will to most. men. appear .conclusive.
Therefore, following the higkest and most respect-
ed authority, we find that'the Volnnteer move-
mont of ’82 was not a criminal movement. The
inference is appavently natural, and is often made,
th;t a similar movement would not be criminal in
1876. . b : : c
Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, that last conclusion,
namely, the lawfulness of a physical revolution in
Ireland cow, no priest and no man who understands
Catholic theology cam maintain. Father Burke,
least of all, has made any appearance of defending
it. He has on the contrary given it his clearest
and his strongest disapproval. Thers must,therefore,
be some principle which neutralizes our previous
reasoning and which proves that 2 man msy hold
the lawfulness of the Volunteer movement in ’82,
and yet:hold that & similar movement inour times
would not be lawful. Such a principle can, I think,
be found. And it, in defence of Grattan, I am con-
cerned to supply here. To his own face he was
once called an unimpeached traitor and many, still
speak in his praisé, who. yet hold principles that
should make them, call him a traitor still,” T am
bound to show that treason was not a crime that
cotld be written against Grattan’s name, And I
shew it in thisway.. "~~~ -~ = :
First of all, when Grattan became a member of the
Irish Parliament,Ireland layrobbed ofall her rights.
Her property had been stolen, and so had her le-
gislative independence. There never was a man
more surely despoiled by Dick Turpin or Claude
Duval than had Ireland been by the siater isle.”
More, for the wantof those very things of which
she had been plundered, Ireland was dying and
nearly dead. More, to regain her lost proparty she
had only a single way, for her plunderer was safe
above the reach of law. - Likethe Wexford people of
’98 she had to fight for self-preservation, and Father
Barke has declared that not only were those Wexford
men guiltless in their course, but that if ke, Fother
Burke, were in the same condition as Father Mur-
phy, the great preacher of the Dominicans would
have become the great pikeman of the Shelmaliers.
What justified Father Murphy justified Henry Grat-
tan, - In a civilized land, which has its laws and its
executive to enforce them, a man must ordinarily,
though at the expense of much impatience, recover
his stolem propesty by legal mcans ; but when there
is no law and no executive, men are thrown back
into that simpler state where accounts are settled
by processes readier and more intelligible than any
known to. political legislation ; what there 15 no
law to ensure them they can ensure for themselves ;
what there is no law to restore to them they can
take with those first agents of restoration, their own
strong arms, Buttibat, in Grattan's time, was pre-
cisely the case with Ireland. England had robbed,

"was robbing her, England had starved, was starving

her, from day tp day. There was no chance of luw
that would prevent eventual rourder, and 'if there
were a chance Ireland was too nigh to death to be
able to afford to wait for legislation. Her proper
courge, her ooly course, was plain. It wasthe course
followed by Heury Grattan. And it was to gather
her children round about her and to say, not in the
name of the God of battles but in the name of the
God of Justice, up with the Volunteers,

Ladies atd Gentlemen, I hope you all know by
this time what is my readiog of Irish History, 1
hope you all know that I succumb to no man
in love for Ireland. But I hope you know -that
stronger than my love for Irelapdis my love for
truth. Now,sinco 1782 the state of Treland has
vastly changed. The causes which justified the
Volunteers exist in any aggravating state no more.
Ireland is not starved nor starving ; Irishmen are
not proscribed ; England has shewn herself not nn.
willing to give redress when it is applied for, in
fair and legal guise’; and most of all Irishmen in
Irefand, who know their own afiairs much better
than Irishmen in New York, are willing to bslance
accounts by the plain processes of peaceful legisla-
tion. Circumstances bave changed. With them
have changed the ooligations of Ireland. Revolu.
tion by physical means would be in Ireland at the
ptesent day, not only what we all know it to be, a
folly, but it would be a folly which on no principle
of morality could be defended. It is the doctrine
only of very. young men, or of men whose gray hairs
bide perennial youth. Itis a doctrine which is in
itself attractive and which every Irishman has a
tendency to'hold, and which every Irishman must
be only gently chided for holding. As a priest
who knows the doctrines of his Church, I can say
no less ; 25 an Irishman who understands bis coun.
try's history and his country's character 1 will say
no more. And Isay so much only to bring out
some rational defence of Henry Grattan. Grattan's
defence is that in hisday Irelaund had to select . be-
tween death and armed revolution. Englishmen
will find it hard to discover a defence as good for
the revolution of 1642 or the revolution of 1639,

But there is yet another principle upon which Grat-
tan may be defended. It isa p inciple extremely plaip,
The movement of '82 was by the Parliament itself

declared, though tacitly, perfectly legnl and per-|-

fectly farr, The Volunteers were not treated as re-
bels; they were treated as men who did what they
had a perfect right to do. . Their demands were an-
swered by clear concessions, and their manper of
making thesa demands was so far from being
blamed, that the Volunteers themselves were not
even asked todisenroll. To say that thereby, Eng-
land herself gave a legal precedent to physical re-
volution would be saying what is dangerons, but
what can scarcely be proved to be untrue. :With
that I bave-no.concern, RBat the fact is certain,
and with this -fact .only am I cngaged, that :the
British Parliament formally sanctioned, nay, for:
mally endorsed. the action of Grattan and the. Ivisk
Yolunteers. And so on Grattan's character there
rests no stain, . PR

Laiies aud Gentlemen, 1 have taken Heury:Grat-
tan. at his best or at least at his most succeasful
period. In hig eitire after )ife he never got bayond
the grapdeur.of our selected evening of 1782, ‘He
never again came near if,. After that first success
indeed ho néver.again succeededatall, Waell nigh’
40 yeaws more were allotted him,and in all these
40 years he had sickness, sorrow, struggls enough
to break ‘'a hundred souls, but success and the rap-
Iurous” pleasures . of success  he had 6o more. - In:
his case the'usual 'oourse of Providence was revers-
£ed. , The men whom God destines for bigh position

‘biave; ‘ugually; to, accept a Gontract’ which to-hus'

‘mapity must appear hard, The best and brightest of
their years they: muat give up to painfal dnd plodd-
ing . labour; ) r '
their eyesara‘dim,iand all thé! fragh

nthusiasm:of:

‘youth ‘i over;  do the;rewards'which at-thirty might

exalt, but .which:at sixty’ .only-sadden, begin'to’

ne, The crown of osk or the crow of laiirel, so¢va

o8| 10,1820, is, 0f all historids,

and“only when their-hair is gray’and-

rattand his triomp)
bad’youthiatid lness of
ailure™waB postponed to. these wiser. eay
ears when''evensuccess is'only failiire, andwhen:
‘no disappointment is setiously;heavy, becanss i
‘hope is gerlously strong: Grattan’s history from 1783;
04, the saddest. Butit'
- And it Faust be told

‘miist be 'thongh briefly told:
“ig " mycl”

triumph is*instructive to¥every man who in 'what.
ever way has to.workefor.Ireland, =~ - e
- Ladies}dnd-gentléimen,-the Act of Indépendence
.wag,itmugt’al ways.be_remembored, 'sn “Act won'|
‘from Edgland'sfears. .Of this the English states-
men of the:time did not even attempt concealment.
“It wag, therefore, an - Act . in - the: framing of which
Eoglish' statesmen would be naturally insidious,.
and every clause of which the Irish patriots shonld
have fenced round with all the clearness and all
‘the finality requisite to shut}.out:subsequent cavil-
ling. This, it must be said, Grattan did not do.
He wag deficient in _two qualities which 0'Connell
possesed "in’, the highest” perfection — practical
shrewdness in:the delails of business, and perpetual
distrust.of all men whose interest it was to outwit
bim, - I, for--one,. cannot think the less of Grattan .
that he had both the large carele:sness.of genius
and its lofty generosity; but genius is ofien dan-
gerous, and with mors tommon-place qualities
Grattan wonld have been a saferstatesman, ‘The Act
of Independence was no sooner pagsed than it was
discovered to be defaced by a serioua flaw. I eannot
say that they who proclaimed the discovery did so on
purely patriotic grounds—nor does the conduct of
Flood—who most stronglyinsisted upon it—show
in a light altogether lovable. But the fact is that
Flood did raise an objection against the wording
of the Act, and that technically the objection rests
upon the best of grounds. In this way: the Act of
Independence was strictly but. the repeal of the
two epecinl statutes in one way or another decree-
ing legis]ative Union between England and Ireland.
To repeal these statutes was simply to leave things
as things were ‘before .the statutes were enacted —
But, as "Fiood argued, before the enactments,
though Eaglichmen did uot legislate for Ireland,
they yet claimed the right to do so. Therefore. as
Flood'argued; Grattan should have insisted, not
only that these atatutes ‘should have been repealed,
but that England should" formally and forever dis-
claim all right to ‘make laws for Ireland; and the
Act of Independence, not -securing that latter ob-
ligation, gave England this loophols of escape, that
when her existent difficulties were over, she might
at any time reclaim the right which she had never
renounced, snd might renew the Union. This
flaw was subsequently remedied by the stern energy
of Flood, but its existence was the occasion of evils
that for Iréland were disastrous, - It was the occa-
sion of putting Flood and Grattan -against one
another as mortal foes, and it was the occasion of
turning attention away from ' circustances upon
attention to which the fate of Ireland rested. It
caused the bitterest disunion among the Irish
letix_iers, and the most stupid blundering in the Irish
policy. e '

For, first of all, the quarrel between Flood and
Grattan—though out of it -we have derived some
magnificent etlorts of eloquence—was one of the-
most deplorable events in all the deplorable history
of Ircland. And it was deplorable not only as
weakening by disunion the whole Irish party, but
mere-especially as -souring and embittering, and
thereby rendering less and less efficient the sengi-
tive soul of Grattan, Good cause he had to be em-
bittered. Daring' the few months immediately
gsucceeding the passing of the Act of ‘Independence
he was undoubtedly the most popular man in Jre-
land. He was probably the object of a.largerlove.
-aud. & larger -enthusiasm .than-had-overtbeen - oxs
-hibited by aoy. nation: 1o any of her sons*® If'ever’
homen admiration was an:unconscious idolatry it
was 50 in his case. The populace, Protestant and
Catholic, looked up to' him a3 to a demigod ; the
Parliament worshippel him in the only way known
to Purlinments, by- 8 vote of money worthy of an
Bmperor, and even from the holy of holies beyond
the Channel the royal oracle. proclaimed that there
wag no God but God and that Grattan was his Pro-
phet. But the patriot's story is 8s Browning puts
it, an old story. o

: L.
It was roses, roses,.ali the way,
And myrtle flung in my path like mad ;
- The house roofs seemed to swell and 8WAY,
The Church-8pires blazed such flags they had,
A year ago on this very day.
L »* - » » - .

1.

I go in the rain and (more than needs)
. The tight rope cuts my wrists behind
I think besides my forehead bleeds
For they fling at mo whoever has a mind
Staves and Stones for my year's misdeeds.

With Grattan it was even worse. His triumph was
scarcely three months old when the populace, so
very loving but so very mutable, hooted bim through
the streets, Thesarcasms of Flood were translated
by the savagery of the slums, and  Grattan the In-
corruptible’’ was accused by the reeking rabble, of
selliug both England and Ireland for so many pro-
mises, or f0 many pounds. 1'he mob thank God
was not altogether an Irish mob, it was only a mob
of Englishmen living in Ireland; even it too con-
sxdg,ring the vast power . of Flood’s eloquence was
noi much to blame; but the evil was accomplished,
Grattan’s soul became salt and bitter asthe sea,
his miod became warped and” sullen; he wrapped
himselfround ina proud passionate reserve, and-
though he still loved.Ireland as no other man bhad
ever loved ber; he lostall of that surpassing patience,
all that glorious forbearance, with which O'Connell
worked bis wonders, - without wnick no man can
permanently serve the Irish people, which is the
main quality we look for in the great Irish Leader
who has yet to rise,. . .

. The point that severed Flood and’ Grattan was
indeed voon settled and except technically: of mo
importavce. .The Renunciation Act on-which Flood
go strongly insisted was passed with easp; England:
formally -admitted- that she- did not pdssess ‘and
‘nevet had possesséd-the right to -legislats for Irc-
laud;but the great-Irish Leaders were made enemies
forever, and whereas:the powers of both should have
‘been united to make the Act of -Independence cer-
taln and secure, the.dissensions of ‘beth served: to-
make the Act only a means of riveting more effect-
ually the chains of Ireland. For, thatIrcland should
have an Independent Parliament would - bé a bless-
ingor a curse:precisely in so far as- the parliament,
‘st that -time 'was: worthy. or unworthy. *Now the
parliament,. - &t: that : time. wns almost -as ‘un--
worthy as it could well' be. It was g0 elect-
ed ‘that a ‘few: people. and ‘ these of " English

Just the one -thing: that could make the work
_;Jflethn and:his Voulanteers permarnently use-
ul, '

have: been i no* Ninety-eight™ nor 4, Forty-eight”
nor- 4 w.m(
thickly:the awful.seeds of hatred and reveng
theVolunteers were disbanded and died-awa;
Irighleaders squabbled and swore and foughtduelsi;
:Bully's:Acre: while Eaglish Statesrien-were quietly
:and cooly weaving a net round-Ireland; Trish

‘bers; of Parliament were’ botightandiiba
idayiby. day; Grattan-sulkéd and wen
Ourran:whose great heatt, always hi [ 8
"of littleness shunned an assembly whosey members-
.had . already in " their pockets ;the'ipriceof their

Bu

'ngpﬁrxfs blood ; 'and Castlercagh might  work. his

moie than the history “'of 'his | G

proclivities- could- pack. it as they-: pleased. A |
patliamentary ‘reform,- large -and -searching, ‘was | th

i Had " Irish patriots only:insisted upon such |-
-reform ; had-they been:as steadfast in - promoting.es |
‘were English ‘Statesmeén in preventing it; thiere need |.

y other unhappy blood shedding tosow more: [natiot

ed suddenty. in:
ireén '} thundered forthsith
Hed:like the clash of spears;” but/tha.;
‘hgt‘!; been allowed to pass; 'even Grattan's eloguen
leven that uniform of the Volunteeds which he g
that evening,wasuseless'now; and \in . 180( 'mee
Grattan  stood, " himielf 'from - pain *ang - gyrond
:buta ghost of the man. of '82 ;:he -stood 'ovexl-.r g.w
country’s ¢orpes;'to, , wail out; above her ‘the ) o
-penlgxagopxes‘gow‘cu]mina‘tigg in th® death cajo e
despair. with only thig thing'to 88y but thig a tnh? of
that rings inénr hearts forever, that he at least ;,ng
been faithfal to.his. country's freedom and w 1 d
faithfol even in kis country's fall. ould be
,Aud from that 1830 till his death i
life of Grattan became what hig Cou:tlry'lsa
become already, almost a blank, " The Irish
ment where be had been go potent was
and, in the English parlisment, though
-was, oftea heard, his:power. wag next to
Still he was true to_the old colers and the
Of one thing especially Catholics canno
the gravest ingratitude ‘ever become unmings,
From the ‘beginring: to ‘the end-of his porﬁul'
cureer_lle‘.‘wn_s_,no_t;only,-th_e, fast friend byt lhl ol
wearying advocate of Catholic: Emaucipation °
never did his wondraas® wards strike morg 1. 20
fully,"or .cut hore.keenly,than’ when heals)?v?la q
these 1gnorant,1?igots who witha religion of H:lt ed
day and & faith about which no two o{?h o
coald come to an agreement, called idolatry o
blasphemy the faith and the religion which o
been lived for and died for by all the best .’,’33
most lumingug

20, the
lite vaq
Parlia.
0 more,
hlsﬁtl‘oice
othiper
0ld caygs, |
b withoyt

briglrhtefst;, thetnoblest hearts and the
souls of 1500 trying years. Thij

Cntholig LEmancipation was no ;:::Ii?zggl;ﬁ:{l'for
pulse dxct-atet_l by passing whim or passing inten:nt)t
it was a continued quality of his life from itg oo
meuncement to i_ts end. He bad it too and at;o‘n?‘
fearless expression when to be rid of it, or to fon o
it, would have been far more expedient, In 1Eeal
at 8 meeting of the.Volunteers, the same méet‘isol
which struck the first effective blow for Irish Im;] o
pendence, one of the.two resolutions which Grattae.
proposed, and which hig magnificent eloquen 'n.
made pass successfolly, was a resolution of syz(:
pathy with the oppressed professors of the
Catholic religion. Later on, when Iteland had e

Parliament, a corrupt one, but still her owp Grrat.r
tan brought before it the Just claims of Catl;oli .
and though these claims were by the stupid binro:f ;
of & majority of 1{18 colleagues, succesafully res?st EIV
still a cry was raised not emsy to quell, ang fat:d"
when echoed by 0'Connell, to command' at Ingt (g
tholic Emancipation. Still later, when merg) a-
member of the English legislatare, and no jop o,
& power in bis own land, the grent man g
ot forget his suffering countrymen ; and hjs ) lt
journey from Dublin to London, the Jjourney tf,“t
wus-to be ended by his death, wa, against all a]

vice of friends and attendants, undertaken to cm;
his vote and to raise his voice once more for th e

vyh.ose creéed he could not embrace, byt \*\vhoseose
tigious liberty he held dearer thnn’ his own etih:-
ence. Audall this he did in the face of preju&i:e;
which he c_:ould £ot help but feel, and against a;

educution with which it required 4 Gigantic powg:-
to straggle; taught to believe that Catholics
were xdolutgrs, and Celts were predestined slaves

the man's instincts were strooger then the map's
beliefs ; his first pature was stronger than hjs
second ; and rising high above the thick ignorance
anq the thought_lesg teaching of his time he pro-
fsla::le;gc:;:e. grmc!pk:i t‘llmt religious  persecution

crime, and ¢ i
s Dosnaal h'uma.,nity. at to snackle conacience.

And thus did he make himgelf the_immortal

[model of all“those who have to live with people

with whose religious belief they ean hav
pathy. The Protestant is oftcg’ tem ptegea: ‘é;{:ﬁ;
was once tempted, to treat a religion o'f 200 mil-
hoz_ls_ a_nd of 1800 years as though it was a larpe
stupidity, and as though the Daily Witness wcmga
loftier authority than Thomas of Aquin or the
Eagle of Meaux or John Henry Newman : aoil be-
canse he thinks it stupid, to assume God's office of
visiting, its stupidity with persecution - but the
Protestant, especially the Irish Protestm’t rcmem:
bers I_-{em-y Grattan, and he recognizes’ it as a
worthjer thing to be on theside of that mighty man
than to be on the side of the mad and murderous
rabble of Toronto. Nor is the Catholic withont his
lesson. Among the many changes which time and
Prpvxdence have brought us, they have brougbt us
thiz,that we who wercionce oppressed are often times
in power, and many a time do we feel the impulse
coming sutely from] below, to fulfil the pracept of,
retalistion, and to visit the sorrows of our fathers
upon the sons of the men who shed their blood angd
mocked their tears, But were it only for the sake
of Grattan, to such impulses we Irish Catholics
never will give way. In gratitude to that one just
we pardon all the guilty. And if to.morrow our
OWR government were in our own hands: if to-
morrow we Catholics had iniversd] sway in Ireland.§
not ona spirit of revenge would we allow amone us;
not one rack or pitch-cap or picket-stake would we
employ ; but remembering that the Protestunt Grat-
tan once fought to free us, we should to all our se-}
parated brethren give, as only Irish can give, the
right hand of fellowship, and the Protestant ’P.nce
and the Protestant Religion would be ag free nmong
us ag though Elizabeth had never. plundered, and
Cromwell had never butchered, and Protestantism
bad never plotted to-cut out from the world’s re-
cords the Cutholic worshipand the Irish name,
Aud by this passionate zenl for religious freedom
Grattan hos not only left a model to us 2l but
unto himself he has won an immortal renown. l4
alone it is that will perpstuate his memory. Llo-
quent indeed he was, and with an eloquence of thelll
tirst order; but even eloguence of the first order il
an unsafe passport to immortality ; and when it ig
employed, as Grattan’s wag employed, on subjecty
who§e interest is not perennial but only passing, itsg
mausic gradually dies away till only echoes of it re
main among the far off mountaing, and these echoe:
ooly find some. solitary student's ears, Brave h
was, and with that rare bravery.which conquered de
feat ; but such a quality. ag.bravery..is no novelt
‘with Irishmen, and. it. too, like most other goo
things in & map, is often interred with thé honeso
its:-possessor, .and always slips sflently away from
-the-memories and the mouths; of humanity, Wisd
he wag;land good and pure:’ but wisdom and good
ness and: purity;. though rare in reulity, are in esti
mation pleutiful; and as.Anistides is forgotten, Gre
tan’s.’ moral; greatness ;. wonld ., be. most unlike
1y ‘to. immortatize;,Grattan’s name, Nor would
his ;-great’ardent-. Patriotism : endure him perpe
tual . renown; . for s*Patriots:‘have .now comd
d_amid tho vast armied

ttan’s: grave.
y. ‘His dust lies:




